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1. About DITA support in XMLmind XML Editor

Out of the box, XMLmind XML Editor (XXE for short) alows to edit topics, maps and bookmaps conforming
tothe DITA 1.0, 1.1, 1.2 DTD or W3C XML Schema.

By default, DITA documents created using XXE conform to the DTD and not to the W3C XML Schema, but
this can be easily changed by customizing the DITA configuration as explained in XMLmind XML Editor -
Configuration and Deployment.

Note that XMLmind XML Editor only supports " Technical content elements’. Other vocabularies, "Learning

and training elements”, "Classification elements’, "Task requirements domain", etc, are not yet officially
supported.

Asof version 4.5, XXE no longer relies on the DITA Open Toolkit to convert DITA documents to formats such
as XHTML, PDF, RTF, etc. Instead XXE embeds XMLmind DITA Converter:

XMLmind DITA Converter (ditac for short) allows to convert the most complex DITA 1.2
documents to production-quality XHTML 1.0, XHTML 1.1, HTML 4.01, XHTML 5.0,
Web Help, Java™ Help, HTML Help, Eclipse Help, EPUB 2, EPUB 3, PDF, PostScript®,
RTF (can be opened in Word 2000+), WordprocessingML (can be opened in Word 2003+),
Office Open XML (. docx, can be opened in Word 2007+), OpenOffice (. odt , can be
opened in OpenOffice.org 2+).

XMLmind DITA Converter is free, open source, software licensed under the very liberal
terms of the Mozilla Public License version 1.1.

All thismakes XMLmind DITA Converter avery serious aternative to using the DITA
Open Toolkit.

More information in http://www.xmlmind.com/ditac/.

2. DITA topic reference

2.1. DITA topic menu

When a DITA topic (of any kind) is opened in XMLmind XML Editor, the XML menu becomes the Topic
menu and this menu is populated with items which are specific to DITA topics. This reference contains a
description of such menu items.

Table editor

Thistable editor may be used to edit si npl et abl esaswell as CALSt abl es. Most table editing commands
can be repeated by using Edit —» Repeat (Ctrl - A).
Note that using this table editor, or smply saving atopic, or checking atopic for validity, guarantees that the

col s attribute of at gr oup isup to date. That is, you may forget about the col s attribute, XMLmind XML
Editor will always compute it for you.

Menu Item Description

Column &1 Insert Before| INsert a column before column containing specified cell.
_FOF gcommand T Insert After Insert a column after column containing specified cell.

in this menu

to work, click Yo Cut Cut to the clipboard the column containing specified cell.
anywhere inside

ag e Bl Copy Copy to the clipboard the column containing specified cell.

(2) or explicitly select acell or an element having a cell ancestor



http://www.xmlmind.com/xmleditor/
http://www.xmlmind.com/xmleditor/_distrib/doc/configure/customizing.html
http://www.xmlmind.com/xmleditor/_distrib/doc/configure/customizing.html
http://docs.oasis-open.org/dita/v1.2/os/spec/archSpec-technicalContent.html#archspec-technicalcontent
http://docs.oasis-open.org/dita/v1.2/os/spec/langRef-learningTraining.html#langRef-learningTraining
http://docs.oasis-open.org/dita/v1.2/os/spec/langRef-learningTraining.html#langRef-learningTraining
http://docs.oasis-open.org/dita/v1.2/os/spec/common/classification_elements.html#classification_elements
http://docs.oasis-open.org/dita/v1.2/os/spec/common/mitask-d.html#mitask-d
http://dita-ot.sourceforge.net/
http://www.xmlmind.com/ditac/
http://www.mozilla.org/MPL/MPL-1.1.html
http://dita-ot.sourceforge.net/
http://dita-ot.sourceforge.net/
http://www.xmlmind.com/ditac/
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Menu

Item

Description

=Ll Paste Before

Paste copied or cut column before column containing specified cell.

14 Paste After

Paste copied or cut column after column containing specified cell.

b4 Delete

Delete the column containing specified cell.

E‘ Sort Rows

Sort all the rows of the table according to the string values of the cells of
the “selected column”. (The “salected column” is the column containing
specified cell.)

A dialog box is displayed allowing to specify the following sort options:
Order

Dictionary is the language-specific alphabetical order.
Example: (Char | es, best , Al bert) issorted as (Al bert,
best, Charl es).

Numeric. The string value of a cell is expected to start with a
number. Example: (+15. 0% 1. 50% - 209 is sorted as (- 20%
1. 50% +15. 09).

L exicographic isthe order of Unicode characters. Example:
(Charl es, best , Al bert) issorted as (Al bert, Charl es,
best ).

Dictionary and Numeric orders will cause this menu item to
fail, unless the language of the table can be determined (i.e.
lookup for the xm : | ang attribute).

Direction

Ascending means: A to Z, low to high. Descending means. Z
to A, high to low.

Note that:

» Header rows (i.e. t head, st head) are never sorted.
» The contents of row groups (i.e. t body) are sorted separately.

Row

For acommand
in this menu

to work, click
anywhere inside
acell® or
explicitly select a
row.

o Insert Before

Insert arow before row containing specified cell.

Note

Note that row editing commands are enabled, not only
by implicitly or explicitly selecting atable cell or any
of its descendants, but also by explicitly selecting a
table row.

53 Insert After

Insert arow before row containing specified cell.

 Cut

Cut to the clipboard the row containing specified cell.

0 copy

Copy to the clipboard the row containing specified cell.

=Ll Paste Before

Paste copied or cut row before row containing specified cell.

Paste copied or cut row after row containing specified cell.

4 Paste After
¥ Daete Delete the row containing specified cell.
Cell B | ncrement Increment the number of columns spanned by specified cell. Not relevant

Column Span

for si npl et abl es.



http://www.unicode.org/
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Menu Item Description

_FOf gcommand 8 Decrement Decrement thg number of columns spanned by specified cell. Not
in this menu Column Span relevant for si npl et abl es.

to work, click

anywhereinside |[f# | ncrement Increment the number of rows spanned by specified cell. Not relevant for
acell(l). Row Span si nmpl et abl es.

3 Decrement | DeCrement the number of rows spanned by specified cell. Not relevant
Row Span for si npl et abl es.

Paste plain text as one or more paragraphs or as a table

Paste As
The entries of this submenu allow to paste the plain text copied to the clipboard, typicaly using a
third-party word processor or spreadshest, as:

 one or more paragraphs,

¢ OR apr e eement,

* ORoneor morelist items,
e OR anitemized list,

* OR one or more table rows,
« OR atable.

The last two menu entries assume that each text line specifies atable row and that, within atext line,
the contents of the table cells are separated by tab characters.

Tip
If you need to paste the copied text as an ordered list, first paste this text as an itemized
list then convert the pasted list to an ordered list using Edit — Convert (Ctrl-T).

The above menu entries paste elements after the implicitly or explicitly selected element.
The following entries of this submenu allow to paste the image copied to the clipboard as:

* i mage,
e fig.

Except for menu entry "image" which replaces the selection or pastes an element at caret position

(like Edit - Paste), the other menu entries paste an element after the implicitly or explicitly selected
element.

Indexterm editor

Insert or Edit indexterm
If the caret is anywhere inside an i ndext er melement or if asingle element or node is explicitly
selected anywhere inside an i ndext er melement, this menu item displaysan i ndext er meditor
dialog box allowing to modify thisi ndext er melement.

Otherwise, this menu item displays an i ndext er meditor dialog box allowing to create a new
i ndext er melement and then to insert it at caret position.

Tip
If some text has been selected, field Term of the dialog box is automatically initialized
with the text selection. Therefore the simplest way to create an i ndext er melement

isfirst to select the term in the body of the document, then invoke Topic — Insert or
Edit indexterm and finally click OK.
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Moving elements

i MoveUp
Move selected element up, that is, swap it with its preceding sibling node. Requires the element to be
explicitly selected.

I+ Move Down
Move selected element down, that is, swap it with its following sibling node. Requires the element to
be explicitly selected.

Convert Document menu

| Attention

"~ Theitemsof thismenu are all disabled if the document bei ng edited needs to be saved to disk.

Convert to XHTML
Convert to XHTML [one page]
Converts the document being edited to multi page or single page XHTML 1.0.

Convert to Web Help
Converts the document being edited to \Web Help.

Convert toHTML Help
Converts the document being edited to a. chmfile. This command is disabled on platforms other than
Windows.

Requires:

1. Download and install Microsoft®'s HTML Help Workshop.

2. Declarethe HTML Help compiler, hhc. exe, as the helper application associated to files
having a"hhp" extension. This can be specified by using the Preferences dialog box, Helper
Applications section.

Convert to Java Help
Converts the document being editedto a. j ar filefor use by the Java™ Help system.

Requires:

1. Download and install JavaHelp.

2. Declare the Java™ Help indexer, j hi ndexer (j hi ndexer . bat on Windows), as the helper
application associated to files having a"appl i cati on/ x-j ava- hel p-i ndex" MIME type.
This can be specified by using the Preferences dialog box, Helper Applications section.

Convert to Eclipse Help
Converts the document being edited to a directory containing various files for use by the Eclipse Help
system.

Convert to EPUB
Converts the document being edited to an . epub file.

Convert to RTF (Word 2000+)
Converts the document being edited to RTF (Rich Text Format) using. The document generated by
this command can be edited and printed using Microsoft® Word 2000 and above.
Requires downloading and installing the "XMLmind FO Converter XS.-FO processor plug-in" add-
onusing Options - Install add-ons.

Convert to WordprocessngML (Word 2003+)

Converts the document being edited to WordprocessingML. The document generated by this
command can be edited and printed using Microsoft® Word 2003 and above.

Same requirements as Convert to RTF.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_help
http://java.sun.com/javase/technologies/desktop/javahelp/download_binary.html
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Convert to Office Open XML (Word 2007+)
Converts the document being edited to Office Open XML (.docx file) . The document generated by
this command can be edited and printed using Microsoft® Word 2007 and above.

Same requirements as Convert to RTF.

Convert to OpenDocument (OpenOffice.org 2+)
Converts the document being edited to OpenDocument (.odt file). The document generated by this
command can be edited and printed using OpenOffice.org 2.

Same requirements as Convert to RTF.

Print PostScript
Convert the document being edited to PostScript® and send the generated file to the chosen printer.

Requires downloading and installing any of the following add-ons using Options - Install add-ons.

» Apache FOP 1.x X9.-FO processor plug-in;
* RenderX XEP XSL-FO processor plug-in®@.

Convert to PDF
Convert the document being edited to PDF.

Same requirements as Print PostScript.

2.2. DITA topic tool bar

When a DITA topic (of any kind) is opened in XMLmind XML Editor, buttons which are specific to this kind of
document are automatically added to the tool bar. This reference contains a description of such buttons.

Button Description

“Toggle” element i . Next to thistoggle is found an arrow button displaying a
menu containing additional checkboxes for the following elements: termci te,

tmtnireq].

i Togglei

Note

The DITA tool bar starts with anumber of “text styl€” toggles.
These toggles emulate the behavior of the Bold, Italic,
Underline, etc, toggles found in the tool bars of amost all word-
processors. More information about text style togglesin "About
text styletoggles'.

Figure 1. Toggles found at the beginning of the DITA tool bar

Iva'l'[v|{§|

term

cite

tm

trm[reg]

Customize_—

(2) Unlike all the other add-ons, the RenderX XEP X SL-FO processor plug-in is not self-contained. You'll need to download, install
and activate RenderX XEP (for example, free Personal Edition) prior to using the RenderX XEP X SL-FO processor plug-in.



http://www.xmlmind.com/xmleditor/_distrib/doc/help/textStyleListEditor.html#about_text_style_toggles
http://www.xmlmind.com/xmleditor/_distrib/doc/help/textStyleListEditor.html#about_text_style_toggles
http://www.renderx.com/tools/xep.html
http://www.renderx.com/download/personal.html
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Button

Description

In the above screenshot, the caret isinsideani element and the
user clicked the arrow button next to a“italic text style” toggle.

3 Toggleb

“Toggle” element b. Next to thistoggle is found an arrow button displaying a
menu containing additional checkboxes for the following elements: keywor d,
ui control,option.

I Togglett

“Toggle’ element t t . Next to thistoggle is found an arrow button displaying a
menu containing additional checkboxes for the following elements: fi | epat h,
var nane, cndnane, api nane.

& Toggle xref

“Toggle” element xr ef .

1 Addp

Add ap after node selection or after caret at alocation whereit isvalid to do so
and where it makes sense to do so.

Note

This command and all the following commands will never add
an element inside ap, evenit isvalid to do so. These commands
add elements always after ap. That is, ap element is aways
considered by these commands as being a plain paragraph and
never as being adivision.

"% Add list item

Add alist item of the right type after current list item. For this command to work,
sufficeto click anywhereinsidean sl , ul , ol , dl , choi ces, subst eps, st eps,
st eps-unor der ed.

= Addul

Add anul after node selection or after caret at alocation whereitisvalid to do so
and where it makes sense to do so (see note).

i= Add ol

Add anol after node selection or after caret at alocation whereit isvalid to do so
and where it makes sense to do so (see note).

= Adddl

Add adl after node selection or after caret at alocation whereit isvalid to do so
and where it makes sense to do so (see note).

=~ Add pre

Displays amenu which allowsto add apr e, | i nes, scr een, codebl ock or a
megbl ock after node selection or after caret at alocation whereit isvalid to do so
and where it makes sense to do so (see note).

t+ Add table

Displays amenu which allowsto add asi npl et abl e or at abl e after node
selection or after caret at alocation whereit isvalid to do so and where it makes
sense to do so (see note).

=i Add image

Displays amenu which allowsto
* insert ani mage at caret position;

* OR add afi g (containing ani mage) after node selection or after caret at
alocation whereit isvalid to do so and where it makes sense to do so (see
note).

% Insert media object

Displays amenu which allows to insert a“media object” at caret position.

obj ect(audiovideo)
Anobj ect element alowing to add audio or video to your topic.
object(flash)
An obj ect element allowing to add an Adobe® Flash® animation to
your topic.
xref(play)
Anxref element containing <?oncl i ck pl ay() ?>.

Last menu item allows to insert an <?oncl i ck?> processing-instruction at caret
position or, if an <?oncl i ck?> processing-instruction is selected, to edit it.
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Button

Description

More information about the above “media objects’ in Section 6.

& Addsection

Add asect i on after node selection or after caret at alocation whereit isvalid to
do so and where it makes sense to do so (see note).

& Browse the DITA
reference manual found on
the OASIS Web site

Use the Web browser to display the documentation of the element explicitly or
implicitly selected. (Contributed by Mark Fletcher.)

Requires to be connected to the Internet because the reference manual of DITA
elementsisfound on the OASIS Web site.

2.3. DITA topic bindings

When aDITA topic (of any kind) is opened in XMLmind XML Editor, additional keyboard shortcuts and
additional drag and drop facilities which are specific to this kind of document are automatically made available
to the user. This reference contains a description of such user input/command bindings.

Keyboard shortcut

Description

Ent er

Insert a newline character if possible. Otherwise, if caret is at the beginning of
aparagraph, list item or afew other kinds of block, insert same block before.
Otherwise, if caret isat the end of ablock, insert same block after. Otherwise, split
block.

Del

Delete selection if any. Otherwise, if caret is at the end of a paragraph, list item or
afew other kinds of block, join with following block. Otherwise, delete character
following caret.

BackSpace

Delete selection if any. Otherwise, if caret is at the beginning of a paragraph, list
item or afew other kinds of block, join with preceding block. Otherwise, delete
character preceding caret.

Ctrl-Enter

Add same block after the paragraph, list item or afew other kinds of block which
isthe ancestor of selected node.

Ctrl +Shift-Enter

Add same block before the paragraph, list item or afew other kinds of block which
isthe ancestor of selected node.

Crl-F1

Browse the DITA reference manua found on the OASIS Web site

Drop an aobject.

If the drop occurs above an element having an hr ef attribute other than ani mage
(e.g. anxr ef ), the dropped string is considered to be an URL and isused to
change the value of the hr ef attribute.

Note that this kind of drop attempts to relativize the dropped URL against the
location of the drop site. For example, if you drop "fi | e: // hone/ j ohn/ doc/
topicl.dita" ontoanxref containedinfile"fil e://hone/john/doc/ref/
reference2.dita",itshref issetto"”../topicl.dita".

Elsewhere, normal behaviour whichis;

Drop onto an i mage element
Considers the dropped string to be the URL or the filename of a graphics
file. Displays adialog box allowing to copy or reference this graphics
filefor use by thei mage element.

Drop elsewhere
If the object being dropped is an URL or an absolute filename, open the
corresponding document. Otherwise, paste the dropped text or XML at
or after the drop location.

Drag one of the “handles”
displayed around an
image. (The “handles’ are

Resize the image, but always preserve its aspect ratio.



http://docs.oasis-open.org/dita/v1.0/langspec/topic2.html
http://docs.oasis-open.org/dita/v1.0/langspec/topic2.html
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Keyboard shortcut Description

displayed after clicking on |Pressing Ct r I (Cd on the Mac) while dragging the handle allows to distort the
theimage.) image.

Drag a separator found Resize the table column. More precisely this gives an appropriate proportional
between two table width (e.g. <col spec col wi dt h="3*">) to al table columns.
columns.

2.4. Using the i ndext er meditor

This dialog box, displayed by menu item Topic — Insert or Edit indexterm, allowsto insert or edit an
i ndext er melement.

* |nsert index term E|

Term

Cat

[=

(Sert =2 | | | | )

Pet

(%) Mark current location

(") Start range having the following name:

(") End range having the following name:

=a

| |=v

(") Redirect to the following term:

See also

Well explain with examples how to use thei ndext er meditor.

* If you want to get this kind of entry in your back of the book index:

P
Pet 12

specify Term=Pet .
¢ Back of the book index:

P
Pet
Cat 26

specify Term=Pet , Term #2=Cat .
¢ Back of the book index:

P
"+" 54

specify Term="+", Sort as=pl us. Without this Sort as specification, the index entry corresponding to
" +" would have been found in the Symbols category:
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Synbol s

"*" 53, 78
"+" 54

"-" 55, 91-95

* Back of the book index:

D
Donesticated animals 34 See al so Pet

specify Term=Donesti cat ed ani mal s, See also=Pet .

Note that the content of the See also field must refer to an existing index entry. That's why instead of
typing "Pet ", you can select thisindex entry by using the dialog box displayed by the Pick from list
button found at the right of the See also row.

* Choose an index term @

|PetCI
55

T E_E
Felis catus

Invalid 2

Cperator * "+
COperator - Additive - ™"
Pet

Pet - Cat - Siamese
Pet - Dog

Pet - Rabbit

Range - Tests " Test 1
Range - Tests - Test 2

The above dialog box supports autocompletion. Note that if, for example, you want specify compound term
"Pet Cat Siamese",you must type a space character between each simple term.

* Back of the book index:

F
Felis catus See Pet, Cat

specify Term=Fel i s cat us, select "Redirect to the following term" then specify Redirect=Pet ,
Redirect #2=Cat . (In the above example, notice that Fel i s cat us has no associated page number.)

Like See Also, the content of the Redirect field must refer to an existing index entry. Unlike See Also, a
Redirect entry is merely aredirection to an actual index entry.

* Back of the book index:

@]
Operation
Addi tive
"+" 87-90

1. Insert afirsti ndext er melement at the beginning the range (this will give us page number 87).
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In order to do that, use Topic - Insert or Edit indexterm and specify Term=Cper ati on, Term
#2=Addi ti ve, Term #3="+", Sort as#3=pl us.

Then check "Start range having the following name" and give your range an identifier by specifying
"pl us_r ef erence" inthe Start range field.

2. Insert another i ndext er melement at the end the range (this will give us page number 90).

In order to do that, use Topic — Insert or Edit indexterm, check "End range having the following
name" and specify the sameidentifier, "pl us_r ef er ence"”, in the End range field. All the other
fields must be left blank.

Note that instead of typing "plus_reference" in the End range field, you can select thisidentifier by
using the dialog box displayed by the Pick from list button found at the right of the End rangefield.

Related information

» The "Insert or Edit indexterm" menu item

3. DITA map reference

3.1. DITA map menu

When aDITA map isopened in XMLmind XML Editor, the XML menu becomes the Map menu and this menu
is populated with items which are specific to DITA maps. This reference contains a description of such menu
items.

Check map

Conditional Processing Profile
Displays adialog box allowing to specify a conditional processing profile (a. di t aval file) which
isto be applied to the map being edited and also the medium targeted by this map. The conditional
processing profileis used by the Check Map command and a'so by all the Convert commands found
in the Convert Document menu.

The target medium specified in this dialog box is used only by the Check Map command. If you
specifically target a print form (PDF, PostScript, RTF, etc) for your deliverable, check Print. In any
other case, check Screen.

Figure 2. The dialog box displayed by menu item " Conditional Processing Profile"

* Conditional processing profile:

Conditional processing profile:
file: /C: fercfudr fdocsro/manual jprint. ditaval w

I 0K l [ Help ] l Cancel

Remember

Note that the values specified in the above dialog box are remembered for use during
subsequent editing sessions. For example, in the case of the above screenshot, if you
reopen the same map later, this map will still befiltered by pri nt. di t aval andits

10



XMLmind XML Editor - DITA Support

target medium will still be Pri nt , and this even if you do not explicitly use menu item
Map - Conditional Processing Profile during the new editing session.

Check Map
Extensively check the map being edited. Thistask which can be lengthy is run in background. While
thistask is running, anon-modal dialog box displays all the errors and warnings found in the map
being edited, its submaps and all the topics referenced by these maps. If no errors or warnings are
found, the dialog box is automatically closed. Otherwise it stays opened allowing you to review each
error or warning. After you are done, you'll have to close the dialog box by clicking Close if you want
to be ableto re-run Check Map.

Figure 3. The dialog box displayed by menu item " Check Map"

* Check "C:\src\xdridocsrc\manualimanual. ditamap™ g|
Chedk "C:\src\ydr \docsrcmanualimanual . ditamap™

[1] C:\rpo'wdr'docsrc'manual'deploving.dita: 20:38:

“file:'t,_srciodr'docsre/manual/using_xdrcontrol dita#using™, href points cutside
processed topics

[2] Map "C:'sre'wdr\docsrc'manualimanusal ditamap™ has 1 emrors or warnings. Mone
of them are fatal emors.

Close

Asyou can see it in the above screenshot, clicking on an underlined filename or URL opensthe
corresponding topic or map in XMLmind XML Editor and selects the element having the error or a
warning.

Convert Document menu

| Attention

Theitems of this menu are all disabled if the document being edited needs to be saved to disk.

Convert to XHTML
Convert to XHTML [one page]
Converts the document being edited to multi page or single page XHTML 1.0.

Convert to Web Help
Converts the document being edited to Web Help.

Convert toHTML Help
Converts the document being edited to a. chmfile. This command is disabled on platforms other than
Windows.

11
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Requires:

1. Download and install Microsoft®'s HTML Help Workshop.

2. Declarethe HTML Help compiler, hhc. exe, asthe helper application associated to files
having a"hhp" extension. This can be specified by using the Preferences dialog box, Helper
Applications section.

Convert to Java Help
Converts the document being editedto a. j ar filefor use by the Java™ Help system.

Requires:

1. Download and install JavaHelp.

2. Declare the Java™ Help indexer, j hi ndexer (j hi ndexer . bat on Windows), as the helper
application associated to fileshaving a"appl i cati on/ x-j ava- hel p-i ndex" MIME type.
This can be specified by using the Preferences dialog box, Helper Applications section.

Convert to Eclipse Help
Converts the document being edited to a directory containing various files for use by the Eclipse Help
system.

Convert to EPUB
Converts the document being edited to an . epub file.

Convert to RTF (Word 2000+)
Converts the document being edited to RTF (Rich Text Format) using. The document generated by
this command can be edited and printed using Microsoft® Word 2000 and above.

Requires downloading and installing the "XMLmind FO Converter XSL-FO processor plug-in" add-
onusing Options — Install add-ons.

Convert to WordprocessingML (Word 2003+)
Converts the document being edited to WordprocessingML. The document generated by this
command can be edited and printed using Microsoft® Word 2003 and above.

Same requirements as Convert to RTF.

Convert to Office Open XML (Word 2007+)
Converts the document being edited to Office Open XML (.docx file) . The document generated by
this command can be edited and printed using Microsoft® Word 2007 and above.

Same requirements as Convert to RTF.

Convert to OpenDocument (OpenOffice.org 2+)
Converts the document being edited to OpenDocument (.odt file). The document generated by this
command can be edited and printed using OpenOffice.org 2.

Same requirements as Convert to RTF.

Print PostScript
Convert the document being edited to PostScript® and send the generated file to the chosen printer.

Requires downloading and installing any of the following add-ons using Options - Install add-ons.

¢ Apache FOP 1.x X9_-FO processor plug-in;
* RenderX XEP XSL-FO processor plug-in®.

Convert to PDF
Convert the document being edited to PDF.

(3) Unlike all the other add-ons, the RenderX XEP X SL-FO processor plug-in is not self-contained. You'll need to download, install
and activate RenderX XEP (for example, free Personal Edition) prior to using the RenderX XEP X SL-FO processor plug-in.
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Same requirements as Print PostScript.

Changing the look and contents of the files generated by the Convert
Document menu

There are three ways to change the look and contents of the files generated by the items of the Convert
Document menu.

1 Specifying custom XSLT stylesheet parameters. Thisis done by using Options - Customize
Configuration — Change Document Conversion Parameters.

For example, selecting parameter group "Convert toHTML Help" and adding parameter nunber with
valueal | allowsto number the sections of the generated . chmfile.

The reference manual of the parameters of the XSLT stylesheets used to perform the conversionisfound in
XMLmind DITA Converter Manual - XSLT stylesheets parameters. This reference manual can be directly
accessed from the "Change Document Conversion Parameters' dialog box.

2. Us ng menu item Options - Customize Configuration — Customize Document Conversion
Stylesheetsis also arelatively simple way to influence the layout and style of the deliverable (PDF, RTF,
HTML, etc) which results from the document conversion.

The document being edited is converted to other formats by the means of XSLT stylesheets. This menu
item allows to:

» select an XSLT stylesheet other the default one,
« create acustom XSLT stylesheet on the fly,

* invoke a specialized editor —XMLmind XSL Customizer— to modify a user-created XSLT
stylesheet.

However, when the document being edited is converted to an HTML-based format (Web Help, EPUB,
HTML Help, etc), the HTML pages which are automatically generated by the aforementioned XSLT
stylesheets are styled mainly by CSS stylesheets. When thisis the case, this menu item allows additionally
to:

« select a CSS stylesheet other the default one,
* create a custom CSS stylesheet on thefly,
« invoke a helper application (generally, atext editor) to modify a user-created CSS stylesheet.

3. To alesser extent, changing the options of the XMLmind DITA Convert (ditac) preprocessor. Thisis done
by using Options — Customize Configuration — Preprocessing Options.

For example, selecting option group "Convert to PDF, PostScript” and then selecting "Gener ate as
backmatter” in the Index combobox allowsto add an index at the end of the generated PDF files.

More information about this facility in Section 7.

Note that atechnical writer is not expected to know which parameter, option or styleisto be specified to get
the desired effect. Unless she’heisthe local guru, atechnical writer is expected to post a support request to the
xmleditor-support public, moderated, mailing list in order to learn this. But at |east the three above facilities
allow her/him to customize her/his deliverables without having to hand edit configuration files.

Syntax highlighting

Y ou can automatically colorize the source code contained in pr e, codebl ock or any other element specializing
pr e. Thisfeature, commonly called syntax highlighting, has been implemented using an open source software
component called "XSLT syntax highlighting"”.

If you want to turn on syntax highlighting in aDITA document, suffice to add attribute out put cl ass toa
pr e, codebl ock or any other element specializing pr e. The value of attribute out put cl ass must be any
of: | anguage- c, | anguage- cpp, | anguage- cshar p, | anguage- del phi , | anguage-i ni , | anguage-
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j ava, | anguage-j avascri pt, | anguage- n2, | anguage- per |, | anguage- php, | anguage- pyt hon,
| anguage- r uby, | anguage-tcl, |anguage-xm .

If you want to customize syntax highlighting for an HTML-based output format (XHTML, EPUB, etc), redefine
any of the following CSS styles:

* . hl - keywor d (keywords of a programming language),

e . hl -string (string litera),

* . hl - number (number literal),

* . hl -coment (any type of comment),

* . hl -doccoment (comments used as documentation, i.e. javadoc, or xmldoc),
e . hl-directive (preprocessor directive or in XML, a processing-instruction),
* . hl -annot ati on (annotations or "attributes’ asthey are called in .NET),

e . hl-tag (XML tag, i.e. element name),

e . hl-attribute (XML attribute name),

. hl -val ue (XML attribute value),

* . hl -doct ype (<! DOCTYPE>and all its content).

Example:

. hl -keywor d {
font-wei ght: bol d;
col or: #602060;

}

This can be done from within XXE using Options - Customize Configuration » Customize Document
Conversion Stylesheets.

If you want to customize syntax highlighting for an XSL-FO-based output format (PDF, RTF, etc), redefine any
of thefollowing at t ri but e- set s: hl - keywor d, hl - stri ng, hl - nunber, hl - conment , hl - docconment ,
hl -di rective, hl -annotation,hl-tag,hl-attribute,hl-val ue, hl -doct ype.

Example:
<xsl:attribute-set nanme="hl - keyword" use-attribute-sets="hl-style">
<xsl:attribute name="font-wei ght">bol d</xsl:attri bute>

<xsl:attribute name="col or">#602060</ xsl| : attri but e>
</ xsl:attribute-set>

This can be done from within XXE using Options — Customize Configuration — Customize Document
Conversion Stylesheets.

3.2. DITA map tool bar

When aDITA map isopened in XMLmind XML Editor, buttons which are specific to this kind of document are
automatically added to the tool bar. This reference contains a description of such buttons.

Button Description

el Insert t opi cr ef Insert at opi cref beforeselectedt opi cref,t opi chead, t opi cgr oup.

before

Append at opi cref child element to the selected t opi cr ef , t opi chead,

& Insert t opi cref into 4
t opi cgroup.

) Insert t opi cr ef after Insert at opi cref after selectedt opi cref,t opi chead, t opi cgr oup.

If selected element isat opi cref , t opi chead, t opi cgr oup, navr ef or

T ™
oveup anchor and if this selected element is preceded by at opi cr ef , t opi chead,
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Button Description

t opi cgr oup, navr ef or anchor, this command moves selected el ement one
position up in its container element.

If selected element isat opi cr ef , t opi chead, t opi cgr oup, navr ef or
anchor and if this selected element is preceded by at opi cr ef , t opi chead,
t opi cgr oup, navr ef or anchor, this command moves selected el ement one
position down in its container element.

¥+ Move down

If selected element isat opi cr ef , t opi chead, t opi cgr oup, itself contained in
at opi cref, t opi chead, t opi cgr oup, thiscommand removes selected element
from its parent and makes it a sibling following its ex-parent.

‘@ Promote

Moreover, all elements that followed selected element in the ex-parent are also
removed from this ex-parent and made children of the newly " promoted" element.

If selected element isat opi cref , t opi chead, t opi cgr oup, itself preceded by
at opi cref , t opi chead, t opi cgr oup, thiscommand moves selected element at
the end of its predecessor.

5" Demote

Opensin XMLmind XML Editor the topic or map referenced intheconr ef , hr ef

:) . .
L=l Edit referenced topic
P or mapr ef attribute of selected element.

or map
If this document is already opened in XMLmind XML Editor, this command
brings its view to front and makes it the active one.

If this document does not exist yet, the File — New dialog box is displayed and
allows the user to choose which document (i.e. t opi c, t ask, r ef er ence, map,
etc) isto be created at the location specified by attribute hr ef , mapr ef or conr ef .

3.3. DITA map bindings

When aDITA map isopened in XMLmind XML Editor, additional keyboard shortcuts which are specific to
thiskind of document are automatically made available to the user. This reference contains a description of such
keyboard shortcuts.

Keyboard shortcut Description

F2 Up Move up

F2 Down Move down

F2 Left Promote

F2 Ri ght Demote

F2e Edit referenced topic or map

4. DITA bookmap reference

4.1. About DITA bookmap support

When a DITA bookmap is opened in XMLmind XML Editor, the XM L menu becomes the BookM ap menu
and this menu is populated with items which are specific to DITA bookmaps. Similarly, buttons which are
specific to this kind of document are automatically added to the tool bar. The BookM ap menu and tool bar are
identical to those specific to DITA maps.

Related information

* Section 3.1. DITA map menu
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5. Content inclusion

In the next two sections, we'll learn how to reference in topic A some contents found in atopic B. Well first
learn how to do it the easy way by using Copy as Refer ence/Paste. Then, for those who prefer to control
everything to the finest degree, we'll learn how to achieve the same results using alow-level method.

5.1. Easy content inclusion

Before you begin

The transclusion of elements having aconr ef attribute must be turned on (which is the case by default).

Note

Asof XMLmind XML Editor v4.9, it's possible to completely turn off the transclusion of conref

by using menu item Options — Customize Configuration — Conref Transclusion. Note that
this user preference is specified separately for topics and for maps.

About this task

Theconr ef attribute of an element allows to reference the contents (text, child elements, some of the attributes)
of another element.

Instead of just seeing an empty element having aconr ef attribute (that is, the ““pointer"), it is nicer to see the
referenced contents. This processis called transclusion and XMLmind XML Editor can do it for you.

Note
Everything explained here should also work for DITA maps.

Note

The following procedure (Copy as Refer ence then Paste) is not specific to DITA. The same
procedure could be used to add references to DocBook or XHTML documents. Thisiswhy itis
explained in great detailsin our tutorial.

Procedure

1. Openin XMLmind XML Editor the topic containing the element you want to reference.
2. Select this element.

Let's cal this element the conref target.

stopicl.dita| topic2.dita X

~ Topic 2

note Noke containing impertant copyright infarmation, |
need to have this note in all the topics | write,

3. If thisselected element hasnoii d attribute, specify one using the Attributes tool.

4. f you want to reference arange of nodes rather a single element, extend the selection (Select — Extend
Selection to Following Sibling, Esc Ri ght - Ar r ow) to some nodes following this first selected element.
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Just make sure that the end of the node range is an element having the same type as the first selected
element and that this end of range element hasan i d attribute.

S Press Ctrl+Shift-C (Edit — Reference — Copy as Reference).

You'll see the name of the element copied as reference displayed in dimmed blue at the bottom right of
XMLmind XML Editor main window.

EI note

6. Switch to the topic where you want to create the reference.

7. Use Ctrl-U (Edit - Paste Before), Ctrl-V (Edit — Paste) or Ctrl-W (Edit - Paste After) to paste a
reference to the conref source.

Let's call this pasted reference the conref source.

stopicldita X| topic2.dita

+~ Topic 1

note Mote containing impertant copyright information. |

need to have this note in all the topics | write,

First paragraph of topic 1.

8. Sometimes, you'll want to add attributes which are specific to the conref source (typicaly ani d attribute).
In such case:

a

b.

C.

d.

Select the conref source.

Use Edit — Reference — Untransclude to un-transclude the conref source.

Y ou'll see an element having the same name as the conref source but having no content and having a
conr ef attribute pointing the conref target.

Use the Attributes tool to specify one or more attributes.

Use Edit — Reference — Retransclude to re-transclude the conref source.

Related information

* Section 5.2. Content inclusion; an alternative, low-level, method

5.2. Content inclusion: an alternative, low-level, method

Procedure

1. Insert the element (the conref source) you wish to transform into a reference to another element contained
elsewhere (the conref target).

You may use Ctrl-H (Edit — Insert Before), Ctrl-l (Edit - Insert) or Ctrl-J (Edit — Insert After) todo

this.

2. Using the Attributestool, specify aconr ef attribute for the conref source.

Specifying avalue “by hand” for the conr ef attribute istedious and error-prone. That's why using this
method rather than the easy one described in Section 5.1 is not recommended.
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3. If you want to reference arange of nodes rather a single element, use to Attributestool to also givea
conr ef end attribute to the conref source.

4. Specify other attributes, for example ani d attribute, if you want.
S. Use Edit - Reference — Retransclude to transclude the conref source.

Related information

» Section 5.1. Easy content inclusion

5.3. Limitations and specificities of the implementation of
transclusion in XMLmind XML Editor

Limitations

» Content inclusion achieved using Copy as Refer ence/Paste does not perform every possible check on
the validity of the reference. That's why it's possible to use Copy as Reference/Paste successfully in a
document and still get errors when you'll convert this document to other formats.

 Content pushed from one topic to another (the conact i on attribute) is not transcluded by XMLmind XML
Editor.

» Something like <keywor d keyr ef =" pr oduct - name" / >, where the definition of key pr oduct - nane
contains <keywor d>Thi ng- O Mat i c</ keywor d> isnot transcluded by XMLmind XML Editor.

All these limitations apply only to XMLmind XML Editor as an authoring tool. They do not apply when you'll
use XMLmind XML Editor to convert a DITA document to formats such asHTML, PDF, RTF, etc.

Specificities
If your topics make use of attributeskeyr ef and/or conkeyr ef , it is strongly recommended:

L Toturnon option "Enable the 'File]Document Set' Submenu" (Options — Preferences,
Gener al|Featur es section).

2. If your topics make use of attribute conkeyr ef , turn on "Automatically update all inclusionsin member
documents' (Options - Preferences, Tools|Document Set section).

3. If your topics make use of attribute keyr ef to point to image files, turn on "Automatically redraw
member documents’ (Options - Preferences, ToolsDocument Set section).

4 1o open your DITA map as adocument set using File -~ Document Set -~ Open Document Set.

By doing this, you'll instruct XML mind XML Editor to use your DITA map as a key space for al the topics
referenced by this map. More information about document setsin "XMLmind XML Editor - Online Help".

6. Rich media content

This chapter explains how to add SVG, MathML, audio, video and Flash animations to your DITA topics and
how di t ac processes this rich media content in the case where the output format supports rich media (e.g.
XHTML 5, EPUB 3) and aso in the case where the output format does not support rich media (e.g. XHTML 1,
PDF, RTF).

Note

XMLmind XML Editor hasan "Insert media object” buttonin its DITA Topic tool bar which
allowsto easily insert any of the elements and processing-instructions described in this chapter.
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Figure 4. The menu displayed by the "I nsert media object" button
- e §-

object{audioviden)

object(flash) k

wref(play)

Insert/Edit Action,.,

SVG

It ispossible to include SV G graphicsin aDITA topic either by reference or by inclusion. Useani nage
element pointing to an SVG fileto include it by reference. Example:

<ait&

The XML source code corresponding to the above exampleis:
<p><i mage href="medi a/ graphi c. svg"/></p>

Embed the svg: svg element in af or ei gn element (or any element specializing f or ei gn) to include it by
inclusion. Example:

<ait&

The XML source code corresponding to the above exampleis:

<p><forei gn><svg: svg hei ght ="140" id="svg2" version="1.1"
vi ewBox="0 0 264 120" w dth="320"
xm ns: svg="http://ww. w3. or g/ 2000/ svg" >
<svg: defs id="defs39"/>
</svg: g>
</ svg: svg></f or ei gn></ p>

* It isrecommended to include SV G graphics by reference asthei mage element has useful attributes
(Wi dt h, hei ght, scal e, scal efi t) alowing to adjust the dimension of the image.

 Only the following screen formats may contain SVG: XHTML 5, XHTML 5 Web Help and EPUB 3. Note
that only modern web browsers support XHTML 5 and XHTML 5 Web Help. Very few EPUB readers
(e.g. iBooks) support EPUB 3.
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 All XSL-FO based formats support SVG whatever the XSL-FO processor you may use.
MathML

Embed the i : nat h element in af or ei gn element (or any element specializing f or ei gn) to add math to
your DITA topics. Example:

VxE=-2
JE
V><B=;10J+uosog
The XML source code corresponding to the above exampleis:

<p><forei gn><nm : mat h di spl ay="bl ock"
xm ns: mm ="http://ww. w3. or g/ 1998/ Mat h/ Mat hM." >
<mi : nT ow>
<mm : mo>{ </ nm : no>
<nmm : nt abl e>
<m :ntr>
<mm : nt d>
</ nm : ntd>
</nm :ntr>
</ i : nt abl e>
</ nm : nT ow>
</ mm : mat h></f or ei gn></ p>

 Only the following screen formats may contain MathML: XHTML 5, XHTML 5 Web Help and EPUB 3.
Most modern web browsers (Firefox, Chrome) support XHTML 5 and XHTML 5 Web Help containing
MathML. Very few EPUB readers (e.g. iBooks) support EPUB 3.

e XSL-FO based formats support MathML dependin g on the XSL-FO processor you use:

— Apache FOP requires you to download and install the the JEuclid FOP plug-in.
— RenderX XEP does not support MathML.

— Antenna House Formatter supports MathML as an option.

— XMLmind XSL-FO Converter supports MathML out of the box.

Audio
Usetheobj ect DITA element to add audio to your DITA topics. Example:

') audi 0. np3 (audi o/ npeq)

The XML source code corresponding to the above exampleis:

<p><obj ect dat a="nmedi a/ audi 0. np3" type="audi o/ npeg" >
<par am nane="source. src" val ue="nmedi a/ audi 0. ogg"/ >
<par am nane="source. type" val ue="audi o/ ogg"/ >

<par am nanme="sour ce. src" val ue="nedi a/ audi 0. mda"/ >
<par am nane="source. type" val ue="audi o/ np4"/ >

<par am nane="source. src" val ue="nmedi a/ audi 0. wav"/ >
<par am nane="sour ce. type" val ue="audi o/ wav"/ >

<param nanme="control s" val ue="true"/>
</ obj ect ></ p>

» Thedat a andt ype attributes are required. The value of thet ype attribute must start with "audi o/ ".

* Itisstrongly recommended to specify alternate audio files as modern web browsers, while all supporting
the HTML 5 audi o element, vary in their support of audio formats. Thisis done by adding pairs of

20


http://xmlgraphics.apache.org/fop/
http://jeuclid.sourceforge.net/jeuclid-fop/index.html
http://www.renderx.com/tools/xep.html
http://www.antennahouse.com/
http://www.xmlmind.com/foconverter/
images/audio.mp3

XMLmind XML Editor - DITA Support

par amchild elementsto the obj ect element. The first par amof a pair must have name="sour ce. src"
attribute and its val ue attribute must reference an audio file. The second par amof a pair must have
name="sour ce. t ype" attribute and itsval ue attribute must contain the media type of the preceding
audio file.

It is possible to add par amelements corresponding to the attributes supported by the HTML 5 audi o
element (cr ossori gi n, prel oad, aut opl ay, nedi agr oup, | oop, nmut ed, cont r ol s). In the above
example, we have added a par amelement corresponding to the cont r ol s HTML 5 attribute. Note that
in the case of HTML 5 boolean attributes (aut opl ay, | oop, nut ed, cont r ol s), theval ue attribute of a
par amis not significant. For example, in the case of the above example, you could have specified "yes",
"on","1", etc, instead of "t r ue".

If the obj ect element hasadesc child element, then thisdesc element is used to generate fallback
content in case audio is not supported. If the object element has no desc child element, then asimple
fallback content is automatically generated by ditac. This automatic fallback content basically consistsin a
link allowing to download the audio file.

When ditac is used to generate an XSL-FO based format (PDF, RTF, etc), only the fallback content appears
in the ouput file.

Video

Usetheobj ect DITA element to add video to your DITA topics. Example:

28 Vvideo. np4 (videol/ np4)

The XML source code corresponding to the above exampleis:

<p><obj ect dat a="nedi a/ vi deo. np4" type="vi deo/ np4" >

<par am nane="sour ce. src" val ue="nedi a/ vi deo. ogv"/>
<par am nanme="sour ce.type" val ue='vi deo/ ogg; codecs="theora, vorbis"'/>

<par am nane="sour ce. src" val ue="nedi a/ vi deo. webni'/ >
<par am nane="sour ce. type" val ue="vi deo/ webni'/ >

<par am nane="wi dt h" val ue="320"/>
<par am nane="control s* val ue="yes"/>
<par am nane="poster" val ue="nedi a/ vi deo_poster.jpg"/>

</ obj ect ></ p>

Thedat a and t ype attributes are required. The value of thet ype attribute must start with "vi deo/ ".

It is strongly recommended to specify alternate video files as modern web browsers, while all supporting
the HTML 5vi deo element, vary in their support of video formats. Thisis done by adding pairs of

par amchild elementsto the obj ect element. The first par amof a pair must have name="sour ce. src"
attribute and its val ue attribute must reference an video file. The second par amof a pair must have
nanme="sour ce. t ype" attribute and itsval ue attribute must contain the mediatype of the preceding
video file.

Itis possible to add par amelements corresponding to the attributes supported by the HTML 5vi deo
element (cr ossori gi n, post er, prel oad, aut opl ay, nedi agr oup, | oop, nut ed, cont rol s, wi dt h,
hei ght ). In the above example, we have added a par amelement corresponding to thewi dt h, control s
and post er HTML 5 attributes. Note that in the case of HTML 5 boolean attributes (aut opl ay, | oop,
mut ed, cont r ol s), theval ue attribute of apar amis not significant. For example, in the case of the
above example, you could have specified "t r ue”, "on", "1", etc, instead of "yes".

If the obj ect element hasadesc child element, then thisdesc element is used to generate fallback
content in case video is not supported. If the object element has no desc child element, then asimple
fallback content is automatically generated by ditac. This automatic fallback content basically consists
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inalink allowing to download the video file. The par amelement corresponding to the post er HTML 5
attribute, if present, is used to generate a nicer automatic fallback content.

» When ditac is used to generate an X SL-FO based format (PDF, RTF, etc), only the fallback content appears
in the ouput file.

Flash animation
Usetheobj ect DITA element to add Adobe® Flash® animations to your DITA topics. Example:

*) ani mation.swf (application/x-shockwave-fl ash)

(You may have to right-click on the above screenshot and select Play from the Flash popup menu to replay the
animation.)

The XML source code corresponding to the above exampleis:

<p><obj ect dat a="ani mation. swf"
type="appl i cati on/ x- shockwave-f | ash"
wi dt h="431" hei ght ="123">
<par am name="novi e" val ue="ani mati on. swf"/>

<par am name="nenu" val ue="true"/>
<par am nanme="qual i ty" val ue="low'/>
</ obj ect ></ p>

» Thedat a, t ype, wi dt h and hei ght attributes are required. The par am nane=novi e child element
having the same value as attribute dat a is required too.

* You may add any other par amchild element supported by the Flash object. In the above example, you'll
find mrenu and qual i t y in addition to required novi e.

* If the obj ect element hasadesc child element, then thisdesc element is used to generate fallback
content in case Flash is not supported. If the object element has no desc child element, then asimple
fallback content is automatically generated by ditac. This automatic fallback content basically consistsin a
link allowing to download the . swf file.

» When ditac is used to generate an X SL-FO based format (PDF, RTF, etc), only the fallback content appears
in the ouput file.

Actions

Unlessyou add par am nanme="control s" (see above), you'll not be able to play audio or video. Even worse,
without the cont r ol s par am an audio object is not rendered on screen (that is, it isinvisible).

A simple solution for this problem isto insert a<?oncl i ck?> processing-instructionin aDITA element
(typicaly an inline element such asxr ef or ph). The <?oncl i ck?> processing-instruction allows to specify an
number of actions:

pl ay

Play the associated resource from the beginning. Only applicable to video or audio targets.
pause

Pause playing . Only applicable to video or audio targets.
resune

Resume playing . Only applicable to video or audio targets.
mut e

Mute sound . Only applicable to video or audio targets.
unmut e

Unmute sound . Only applicable to video or audio targets.
show

Set the visibility property of the target element to visible.
hi de

Set the visibility property of the target element to hidden.
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The above actions are exactly those supported by EPUB 3'sepub: tri gger.

The <?oncl i ck?> processing-instruction is processed by di t ac for the following output formats: XHTML 5,
XHTML 5 Web Help and EPUB 3. It is discarded for any other output format.

The syntax for the content of <?oncl i ck?>is:

onclick data -> action (S action)*

action -> op '(' target_id? ")’

op -> 'play'|'pause'|'resune'|' nute'|"' unnute’
"show | ' hi de'

When target_id is not specified, it istaken from the hr ef attribute of the element containing the <?oncl i ck?
> processing-instruction. For example, <xr ef href ="#medi a/ t ar get _audi 0" ><?oncl i ck play()?>is
equivalent to: <xr ef href ="#medi a/t ar get _audi 0" ><?oncl i ck pl ay(medi a/tar get _audi 0) ?>.

Example 1: Say: "Viens Hubble!", which, in French, means: "Come here Hubble!".
" No audio. Say: "Viens Hubble!", which, in French, means: "Come here Hubble!".

The XML source code corresponding to the above exampleis:

<p>Exanpl e 1: <xref href="#nedia/target _audi 0"><?onclick play()?>
Say "<ph xni:lang="fr">Vi ens Hubbl e! </ ph>"</ xref>

<obj ect dat a="nedi a/ audi 0. wav" i d="audi o_sanpl e" type="audi o/ wav" >
<desc> ... </desc>
</ obj ect ></ p>

Example 2: Hide Hubble. Show Hubble.

Figure 5. My name is Hubble. I'm a 7-month old Golden Retriever.

The XML source code corresponding to the above exampleis:
<p>Exanpl e 2:

<xref href="#nmedi a/target_i mage"><?onclick hide()?>Hi de Hubbl e</ xr ef >.
<xref href="#nmedi a/target_i mage"><?oncl i ck show() ?>Show Hubbl e</ xr ef >. </ p>

7. Preprocessing options

Converting aDITA document to formats such as HTML, PDF, RTF, etc, comprises two steps. First step consists
in preprocessing the DITA document. Second step consists in translating the preprocessed DITA document to
the other format by the means of XSLT stylesheets.

The XSLT stylesheets are parameterized by using Options — Customize Configuration — Change
Document Conversion Parameter s, while the preprocessor is parameterized by using Options — Customize

Configuration — Preprocessing Options. The latter menu item displays adialog box which is described in
this section.
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Figure 6. The Preprocessing Options dialog box

* Preprocessing Options g|
Convert to single-page XHTML w
Default language: fr-CA
Table of Contents: Generate as frontmatter W
List of Figures: Generate as frontmatter W
List of Tables: Generate as frontmatter W
List of Examples: Generate as frontmatter W
Index: Generate as backmatter W
Copy images to: images,*, {pna,jpg,jpeq,qif}
Chunk mode: Single chunk |
Target medium:
Preprocessor messages: Debug hd
I 0K l [ Help ] [ Cancel ]

The top combobox allows to select the group of options to be edited. Each group of options is completely
separated from the other. For example, specifying that an index is to be generated as backmatter for group

"Convert to single-page XHTML" will have an effect when you'll use Map — Convert Document —
Convert to XHTML [one page] and no effect at all when you'll useMap — Convert Document — Convert

toHTML Help or when you'll use Topic — Convert Document — Convert to XHTML [one page] (because
there is a separate "Convert to single-page XHTML" group of options for the Map, BookM ap and Topic
configurations).

Default language
Specifies the main language of the document. Examples: en, en- US, f r, f r - CA. Thisinformation
isneeded in order to sort the index entries. By default, thisinformation is taken from the xmi :lang
attribute of the root element of the topic map (if any, "en" otherwise).

Table of Contents
Specifies whether to automatically generate a Table of Contentsand, if a Table of Contentsisto
be generated, where to generate it. Frontmatter means at the beginning of the document. Backmatter
means at the end of the document.

This option, like List of Figures, List of Tables, List of Examplesand I ndex, is mainly useful
when working with maps or individual topics. When working with a bookmap, the preferred way
to specify the location, if any, of a Table of Contentsisto do it in the bookmap itself. In all cases,
what's specified in the bookmap has priority over the value of this option.

List of Figures
Specifies whether to automatically generateaList of Figuresand, if aList of Figuresisto be
generated, where to generate it.

List of Tables
Specifies whether to automatically generate aList of Tablesand, if aList of Tablesisto be
generated, where to generate it.

List of Examples
Specifies whether to automatically generate aList of Examples and, if aList of Examplesisto be
generated, where to generate it.

Index
Specifies whether to automatically generate an Index and, if an Index isto be generated, where to
generateit.
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Copy imagesto
Copy the image files referenced in the topics to specified directory. If specified path isrelative, it is
relative to the output directory.

In the above screenshot, "i mages/ *. { png, j pg, j peg, gi f } " means;

 copy to directory i mages/ , relative to the output directory,

e asis(that is, without having to convert the image to another image format),

« al the images referenced in the document source, having apng, j pg, j peg or gi f filename
extension.

< Any image referenced in the document source having afilename extension other than png, j pg,
ipegorgif (eg.svg,tif)will beautomaticaly converted to an image having apng, j pg,
j peg or gi f filename extension.

When thisfield isleft empty, the generated document will reference the image files using absolute
URLs. Thisisharmlessfor PDF, RTF, etc, files because at the end of the conversion process, such
fileswill embed a copy of the image files. However, thisisrarely what is wanted for HTML -based
formats (XHTML, JavaHelp, HTML Help, Eclipse Help, EPUB, etc).

Chunk mode
Allowed values are Automatic, Single and None.

Chunk Automatic means: ignore the chunk specification found in the topic map and output asingle
chunk for the Print medium; honor the chunk specification for the Screen medium.

Chunk None means ignore the chunk specification found in the topic map and output a single chunk.
As explained above, chunk Noneisimplicit for some formats (PostScript, PDF, RTF, etc).

Both the None and Single values may be used to force the generation of a single output file. Chunk
Single allows to reuse a map designed to output multiple HTML pages in order to generate asingle
HTML file or aPDFfile.

Target medium
Explicitly specifies the output medium: Screen (XHTML, HTML Help, Eclipse Help, etc) or Print
(PDF, RTF, etc). By default, the output mediais guessed using the extension of the output file.

Preprocessor messages
Specifiesthe level of verbosity of the preprocessor. Allowed values are (from not verbose to very
verbose): None, I nformation, Verbose, Debug.

Some fields may be ““grayed out" (disabled). This happensin two cases:

1. The DITA configuration has been customized by the local guru. This automatically prevents the end user
from making any change to the preprocessing options.
2. Changing the values of some options (e.g. Tar get medium) would break the stock configuration.
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