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Sanitary Pad Manufacturing Process for the
Developing World
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Komera

Need for Komera

* In Rwanda, currently:
« 36% of women miss
« 50 days of school or work a year

» because they cannot afford sanitary pads
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Komera

Origins of Komera

« Approached by community partner — Elizabeth Scharpf of
Sustainable Health Enterprises (SHE)

 We decided to take this project on as part of our senior
design class.

« Concept generation, design, fabrication in team of 16
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Komera

Pad Making Process

+ Pulp (10.26):

a o
i ¥
Fi o o

e Qur Task:

Gauze
Banana Pulp A *

Polyethylene ¢ .
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Komera

Polyethylene Roll

Alpha Prototype

Heating Base

and Press
Gauze Roll

Pulp Bin
Pulp Drop

Fabrication
Costs: $250

Materials: $1000

Plastic
Tubing

Total: $1250

Blower
Housing

Pad Bin
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Komera

Social Entrepreneurship

Training Center Banana Fiber

;

Pads
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Komera

Future Goals

Alpha Prototype Beta Prototype
Fall 2009 Spring 2010 Future Plans
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. IDEAS « Get new students,
« Approached by professor to work on
community partner project

« Applied for monthl ;
« Concept generation, III;)ISAS grants Y « Complete production

Competition

design, fabrication in . Furthor desi design
team of 16 ¢ ub , er. eglgn, £7 « Send machine to
abrication in team o Rwanda
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Looking forward...

T}
E
(=]
=
=
(=
oW
=
]
o
c
=
i}
w1

=
-
QD
=
o
¥

How do we bring Komera to Rwanda?
How do we get it manufactured?
How do we scale up?

How do we transition a new group into the
project?

How do you give social entrepeneurship
experience to a young team?
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