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Technical content by: André Bubear (Master Saddler),
International Training Team Leader, ILPH

Wambui finds out... DFID=

Storyline by: Jon Tanner and Robbie Bain

Design by: Development Communications Ltd, Nairobi,
Kenya
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For information on equine harnessing: International League
for the Protection of Horses (ILPH), Anne Colvin House,
Snetterton, Norwich, Norfolk NR16 2LR, UK.

Email: hq@ilph.org
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COh, Wambul, 've Just missed the truck. The women's group asked to bring these
cabbages to the stage so that they could be loaded up and taken to Malrobl,

They are going to ke very angry.
It Is the secand timea this manth
| have missed the truck.

.~
eS| | trled to make my donkey Jennle go as fast as | could
T Put she's too slow. It's her fault I'm always late.

Wambui finds out... Donkey Work Made Easy
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Jernle looks as tired as me Elphasl
[id you miss the truck againg

)

v

es, I'm afrald so. | am go-
Ing to ke In troukle.

Lock at Eose, She s smaller than me but
seems to carty her bage with such easel

Wambui finds out... Donkey Work Made Easy
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Fags I'm sure you could win a gold medal for
Kenya In the next Olymplc games.

Fo— |
Eose, You move so qulckly with those heavy
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Wheo mentioned the
Qlymple gamas?

I did. Lock at how Y-
fast Rose s golng.]
carrylng all those |, "
heavy bags. | could
not go that fast.
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Mumbl, the most impartant thing that makes
achamplon athlete s having geod technlque.
Look at your technique for carrying bage
comparad with the way Eose carrles hers,

Fosd's bage are avenly balanced on her back.

Tou are carrying yours unavenly, making
them a lot more difficult to carry. Let us
help you carry them lke Rose.

Wambui finds out... Donkey Work Made Easy
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Well, the bags are etlll heavy but now they fesl more
comfartable to carry. Thank you for your help.

Fose, Rose,
walt. Let me
cateh you up.

Well, Wambul, | suppose | must go
and repert Fack to the women's
group. See you tomorrow.

Wambui finds out... Donkey Work Made Easy

D:/cd3wddvd/NoExe/Master/dvd001/.../meister1l0.htm

7/14



03/11/2011

Livestock Husbandry: Donkey Work Made Easy

Good morning Wambul, It lzcks lke | will no
lenger be getting any work from the women's
group. They sacked me

Elphas, | was thinking about
what the school master sald
yesterday about Mumbl's
carrying technlgque.

.
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Ferhaps the reason why Jennle Is
slow Is because she does not have
a geod pulling techrlgque.

1 il

R What do you mean, Wambul. !

Why don't we go and
see Mr. Kimani# He
bullds donkey carts so
he might have ldeas on
how to Improve Jennie's
pulling technigue.

Wambui finds out...
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Jennle gets very tired when she pulls this
cart. Even when she goes short distances,
k. Kimanl, what could e wrong?

Well Elphas, like people, donkeys cannot
wark hard far very long unless they feel
comfortable. Let's have a leok at Jennle and

her cart to see if she ls comfortable.

Good morning, LAt
What can | do for you? b

Wambui finds out... Donkey Work Made Easy
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It wiould be much better If she wore the simple
harness that my donkey |6 wearing. | made It
myself from local materials so It Is cheap. |t
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lernle |8 very uncamfortable with this noose

around her neck.
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Is called a bPreastplate and breeching harness,
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The problem here |s that all the welght of the
cart rests on the noose, Lock at these éores
around her neckl Mo wonder she cannct pull very
fast.
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With my hamess and with a well Falanced
load an the cart, Jennie would go much
faster because she |s comfortable.

Wambui finds out... Donkey Work Made Easy
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Because the noose s firmly fixed to the
cart It cannot move along with Jennle’s
movements, o the noose rubs her and

this also causes sores.

Lock at my Preastplate and breeching harness. The
breastplate, which [e the front part of the harness ls
attached by rope to this bar called a swingletree. The
swingletres allows the donkey allows the donkey to

mave mare freely making her more comfartable. The
swingletres |6 attached to the cart. The Preeching
should be attached by another rope to this ring on
the shafts of the cart. This causes the donkey to
slow down and stop without the cart running Into It

BREECHING

Wambui finds out... Donkey Work Made Easy
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When you make a backpad for Jennle make sure
It has a good gap down the middle. This will stop
har getting a sore back.

Make sure that the backpad Is covered in a
natural fibre like canvas, cotton, hesslan, wool
ar Jute. Make sure the welght of the cart Is
spread evenly on each slde of the backpad.

A month later Hella Wambui, what do you
think of the breastplate and
Freeching harness | bought

from Mr. Kimani?
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Well, It locks good and what's
b [Mare Important, Jennle seems t
like It Hey walt for mel

D:/cd3wddvd/NoExe/Master/dvd001/.../meister1l0.htm

©
. v V’ _

All right, Put hurry Wambul, The Womer'e group have glven me

my delivery jab Fack and | must not e late this time.

Donkey Work Made Easy
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Next time you have a sports lesson try a race where some of you carry unbalanced loads
and others carry balanced loads. See who moves fastest and who gets tired first.
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