
Calculator review 

Below in this document are the handbooks for 2 common low-cost scientific 

calculators which one can buy in South Africa and Botswana.  The handbooks 

supplied are flimsy and easily damaged or lost, so this duplication of their 

handbooks / user manuals hopefully will help people. 

The calculators are : 

1.  From the Clicks chain of shops – the Safeway SW82, which takes 2 x AA 

batteries (supplied but NOT working), and even works with rechargeable 

batteries.   P30 or approx. US$ 4 

2.  From the PEP chain of shops – the KK1206E – which takes 2 x AG13 (supplied 

and working) – small and fiddley watch batteries.  Pula 20 or approx.   US$ 3. 

Comparison – both seem to offer exactly the same functionality.  The KK has a 

much better sliding case and decent protection.  The SW82 will need to be used 



with one or two strong rubber bands (not supplied).  The batteries in the SW82 

were date expired and not functioning when the test calculator was purchased.  

The second functions on the SW82 were very readable whereas the KK’s second 

functions – being pale red on grey – were difficult to see and read.  The manual for 

the SW82 seems longer and more comprehensive, but the manuals to some extent 

are interchangeable anyway.  The display on both seems the same and the decimal 

places and display length are the same.  In fact I guess they use the same chip (IC) 

and maybe the same display. 

I checked a few exp, ln etc functions against excel – the same results came out of 

both calculators and my PC. 

The SW82 handbook is 32 pages and is marked with a footer.  The KK1206E 

handbook is 12 pages and was not really suitable for marking with a footer. 

Summary – the choice is down to the batteries and the keyboard.  I guess I would 

personally choose the SW82 since it is better on both those counts, although the KK 



is more attractive case-wise and price-wise.  If you buy the SW82, then open and 

switch it on before leaving the shop (Clicks) – then if like mine your batteries are 

expired they will hopefully replace for you free of charge (I didn’t do this). 
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