Encarta ‘96 Encyclopedia Teacher’s Activity Guide�Creative Writing Focused Activities





SOCIAL SCIENCE


� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ��� A World Export Storyboard 


Imagine that you are the creative director at an advertising agency. You have just been handed a big project: to create a television commercial promoting a nation's leading product. In this activity, you will design a storyboard - a series of drawings and captions - for this commercial. Use Encarta Encyclopedia to learn more about a country, then prepare a storyboard for a TV ad that will sell that country's main product to businesses or consumers in other nations.


Completing the activity 


1. Think About the Format


Your storyboard will look something like a comic strip: a series of drawings to represent the visual images in the commercial, along with a script written as captions under the pictures. For this assignment, you will be creating a storyboard for a 30-second commercial. Think about the number of images and amount of script that might be appropriate for a commercial of this length.


2. Discuss TV Ads


Discuss the attributes of effective television advertisements. What makes an ad stand out? What motivates business customers or consumers to buy a product? Here are some features that you might choose to incorporate into your storyboard:


attention-grabbing camera techniques


colorful footage of beautiful or unusual locations


scenes of people enjoying the product


minimal text presented in memorable ways


music that matches the mood of the environment in which the product is used 


3. Select a Country and Product


Think about a country you would like to research and promote. Then investigate this country in Encarta Encyclopedia, using such features as the Atlas and the Category menus. First find out what one leading product of your country is. Then gather information about the country that might be useful in selling that product. Also investigate the product to find out how it is processed and used.


4. Design the Storyboard


With your information in hand, brainstorm ways to present your product in the most effective and compelling way. Create an outline of the ideas and information you want to include. Then sketch out a draft of your storyboard on paper. Read it aloud to time it and see how it sounds. Does it make you interested in the product? How could the commercial be more effective? Revise your script and images as necessary.


5. Prepare a Final Version


When you are satisfied with your storyboard, use art materials and poster board to produce a final version. You may want to add photographs, maps, or other visuals to the margins of the board. Also consider whether you would like to cast any celebrities in the commercial. When your work is complete, present your storyboard in class and discuss its features.


Extending the activity 


Use a video camera to turn your storyboard into a 30-second commercial. Select actors and actresses from among your classmates. You might also select appropriate music as background for your commercial.





� Teacher's Notes 


Ever since trade routes were established in the ancient world, international trade has been an important factor in the economic growth of societies. Today, more than ever before, countries around the world are seeking to increase exports of their products. Some nations even advertise goods and services on television: for example, Canada has for some time used TV ads to encourage American tourists to visit its cities and wilderness areas.


Activity Description


In this activity, students work in small groups to create a storyboard for a television commercial designed to promote a country's leading product in foreign markets. Students discuss advertising techniques, research their chosen country and one of its main products, and prepare a storyboard for presentation in class.


Objectives


Research a country and its products. (Social Studies)


Learn about the advertising industry and effective advertising techniques. (Social Studies)


Create a storyboard. (Creative Thinking, Creative Writing, Art) 


Completing the Activity


To help prepare students for this activity, you may want to have them read the article "Advertising" in Encarta Encyclopedia. Discuss some of the typical features of television commercials, including the fast pacing of visuals, minimal use of text, and an identification of the product with values or interests common to viewers. For example, auto commercials often feature images and text that attempt to associate a particular make of car with increased social status, thoughtful parenting, or enjoyment and youthful spirit. You may want to have students describe or act out some effective commercials they have seen, or show some videotaped examples in class. 


If necessary, help students identify countries and products of interest. Once students have identified the nation's leading products, encourage them to choose a product that lends itself to a commercial. As students research their topics, remind them to look for features of the country that might help promote the product. They should focus on aspects of the country that are attractive or intriguing to a foreign audience, such as pleasant climate, unusual geographic features, distinctive music and art, or interesting historical facts. 


To help students create their storyboards, have them first outline the points they want to convey. Then have them sketch some rough drawings and match them to their outline. Next, have students convert their outline points to brief descriptions of visuals. Have them script text for words to be spoken and words to be shown on-screen. Urge students to keep their scripts brief and lively, and to incorporate information in ways that will make their commercials more effective and entertaining. When the draft version is complete, have them read the commercial aloud and make necessary revisions.


Finally, provide students with art materials with which to create their storyboards. If available, have students use presentation software to help them develop the finished product. Encourage them to append illustrations if they like, and to cite any appropriate audio excerpts from the encyclopedia that would enhance their commercials. Have students present their storyboards in class, with the class acting as the client who has contracted the work. When all the presentations have been made, the class can vote on the most effective or memorable commercials.


Encourage students to complete the extension activity described on the student pages. If necessary, help students obtain video cameras and videotape. Provide students with an opportunity to show their commercials and discuss the process of making them.


Meeting Individual Needs


Younger Students - You might have students in lower grades create comic strips that demonstrate the product's usefulness and appeal, rather than having them prepare TV advertising storyboards.


Students Acquiring English - Encourage students from other countries to provide their own insights into cultures and products from other lands. They might also discuss how television advertising differs in various countries.


Taking It Further


Suggest that students create a chart showing the main products of various countries. Students might select a world region to focus on, such as the nations of Southeast Asia or the largest economies of Latin America. Their charts should provide some basic information about each country (size, population, location), a list of major products, and a brief analysis of each country's economy and resource base. Have students present their charts in class and discuss their contents. 





HISTORY


� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ��� A Front Line Perspective 


In this activity you will select a war, revolution, or another important historical event that could serve as the basis for a first-person account. You will research this event using Encarta Encyclopedia and then imagine yourself to be a participant in the event. Using historical facts and your imagination, you'll write a series of journal entries or letters home in which you describe your experiences.


Completing the activity 


1. Choose the Event


Begin by listing several dramatic events in history that interest you. Use the History section of the encyclopedia's Category menus to help you generate ideas and look through several of the Guided Tours in the History and Politics category, such as Revolutions or Wars and Battles. Consider memorable military encounters, such as the Second Punic War, Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo, the Russo-Japanese War, and the Battle of Stalingrad. Also consider events that had great social impact, such as the American civil rights movement.


2. Research the Event


Use the encyclopedia to research the event you have selected. View artwork, photographs, and movies to gain a sense of the time and place in which the event occurred.


3. Take Notes


As you read, take notes that can guide you as you write your first-person account. Specific details such as dates, the names of cities and towns, and a description of landscape or weather add realism to narrative accounts. Include as many of these details as you can in your notes.


4. Organize Your Notes


Decide whether you want to write a series of journal entries or a series of letters home. Then organize your notes chronologically. Decide how many journal entries or letters you'll write, and determine the date on which each one will be written.


5. Write the Account


Be creative as you write your account. You might include sketches, poems, and conversations with fellow soldiers or participants. Include sensory details, vivid descriptions of your surroundings, and other details that will lend realism to your account. Also tell how you feel as a participant in the event.


6. Present the Account


Bind your finished work inside a front and back cover. Title it and date it with the first and last dates of your entries. You might also include maps or other graphic aids you found in the encyclopedia that can support or illustrate your narrative. Read your account aloud for a group of classmates.





� Teacher's Notes 


Historians learn a great deal from personal accounts written by ordinary people who were involved in extraordinary historical events. Letters, logs, journals, sketches, and other types of personal remembrances contain much historical information and also lend a human face to events that happened long ago.


Activity Description


In this activity students imagine that they were a participant in a dramatic event in history. They use Encarta Encyclopedia to research the event, take notes about details of time, place, and location, and use their notes to write a personal account of the event. Students can write journal entries or a series of letters home.


Objectives


Learn about a significant historical event. (History)


Create a first-person account based on a historical event. (Creative Writing) 


Completing the Activity


Students begin this activity by brainstorming historic events. Students can use the encyclopedia's Timeline to discover historic events on which they might choose to focus. To learn about specific events, they can use the Find button, investigate various categories in the Category menus, or explore the various Guided Tours that focus on History and Politics. The encyclopedia offers a great deal of information about significant military conflicts from ancient times to the current era. Articles, animated battle maps, bibliographies, photographs and/or illustrations, and biographies are included for many regional and world wars. If possible, read aloud an excerpt from a soldier's journal or letters home to help students prepare for this activity. Some of the encyclopedia's bibliographic references contain first-person accounts.


For students who prefer to focus on social movements rather than wars or revolutions, suggest that they go through the Guided Tour on Civil Rights or use the Category menus to find ideas and information on specific topics.


Meeting Individual Needs


Students Acquiring English - Students acquiring English may wish to tape-record their accounts and transcribe them with the help of a partner who is fluent in English.


Challenge Activity - Have students use the encyclopedia's bibliographic references and the materials available at your school or local library to locate primary source accounts of the event they selected.


Taking It Further


Help your students seek out a member of your community who participated in an important historical event such as World War II, the American civil rights movement, or the Gulf War. Invite that person to visit your classroom and talk about his or her experiences. 





HISTORY


� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ��� History on the Air 


In this activity you'll help plan, write, and perform a radio interview show in which you reexamine an important moment in history. You'll be able to explore the human dimension of this event in a unique way because you will have the power to invite any participants in the event to be your guests and have them travel through time to appear on your show.


Completing the activity 


1. Choose Your Roles


Select one team member to play the program host. The host asks the questions on the air. Choose two other team members to play the guests from history. The guests will need to study the event to prepare themselves to answer the host's probing questions. Another group member will function as the program director. The director supervises the rehearsal and makes sure the show goes smoothly. Note that team members will work together to write the program script.


2. Select the Event


Choose an event of interest to you and listeners, such as the first moon landing, the Battle of Gettysburg, Leif Ericson's landing on the coast of North America, or the creation of gunpowder by an ancient Chinese inventor. These features of Encarta Encyclopedia can help you find a suitable event:


Use the Category menus to explore the United States History category.


Use the Timeline to identify events within a historical era.


Explore the various tours in the History and Politics category of the Guided Tours. 


3. Select the Guests


Decide which key figures in the event chosen should be invited to appear on your show. The guests can be famous people, such as the generals who opposed each other in a famous battle; or they can be unknown individuals who played key roles in the event.


4. Listen to a Radio Interview Show


Several in-depth interview shows are broadcast nationwide on Sunday mornings. If you're not familiar with the format of radio talk shows, you might listen to one or two. Notice how the host moves the discussion along by asking questions, rather than allowing guests to go on and on about a single point.


5. Research Your Topic


Use Encarta Encyclopedia to help you gain the knowledge you need to do your job. Whether you're the host, a guest, or the director, you'll need to gain a thorough knowledge of the event on which the program will focus and the actions of the individuals who are to be interviewed. The Find button can help you do the required research.


6. Write the Script


Your script should include these parts:


An introduction. Describe the topic and introduce your guests. Give some background about them - real information for real people and invented information for fictitious people.


Between 10 and 15 questions based on the event. The questions you ask must be based in historical fact.


The answers to the questions. These are spoken in the first person, by the guests and from their points of view. Like the questions, the answers should be based in fact. 


7. Rehearse the Show


The host and guests should go through the questions and answers at least once. After the trial run, prepare the final script.


8. Perform the Show


You might perform your show for a live audience. Or, if you prefer, tape the show on a tape recorder and play it for your classmates.


Extending the activity 


Plan a visit to a local radio station for a small group of interested classmates. Work with your teacher to select a station and contact the station manager about the possibility of a visit. Before your visit, prepare some questions about how a radio station operates.





� Teacher's Notes 


Before the age of television, radios provided the main source of entertainment in America. Variety shows, comedies, music, drama, and the news were regular features of radio programming from the 1920s through the 1940s, an era known as the golden age of broadcasting. Although the television has replaced the radio as America's primary entertainment source, radios remain enormously popular. Today more than 11,000 radio stations broadcast in the United States alone.


Activity Description


In this activity students plan and perform a radio talk show based on an event in history. They invite historical figures to be their guests, research their topic using Encarta Encyclopedia, and write a script containing questions and answers that are based in fact. Students can perform the radio show before a live audience or they can tape-record it.


Objectives


Learn about a historical event and some of the people who took part in it. (History)


Create an interview based on a historical event. (Creative Writing)


Perform a radio show. (Drama) 


Completing the Activity


To help students select a topic, encourage them to choose a time period and search Encarta Encyclopedia's Timeline for important events that might serve as the basis for an interview. Instruct students to navigate some of the Guided Tours in the History and Politics category of tours. Students can also search the United States History category using the Category menus. If some students have difficulty selecting a topic, you might suggest one of these events: the first transatlantic airplane flight, the 1906 earthquake in San Francisco, or D-Day.


If students select an event that occurred during the Civil War or the American Revolution, encourage them to view the animated maps in the encyclopedia. These maps illustrate the positions, advancements, and battle locations of troops who participated in major conflicts during these wars.


Encourage students to look in at least two places in the encyclopedia for information about events and people who participated. The Related Articles button will help students access other helpful articles.


Encourage interested students to complete the extension activity on the student pages. You may need to provide some guidance in selecting a radio station and contacting the station manager about the possibility of a field trip.


Meeting Individual Needs


Students Acquiring English - The oral nature of this activity makes it particularly appropriate for students acquiring English. Encourage students to select an event they are familiar with as the subject of their radio show, perhaps an incident that occurred in their home country. Students acquiring English can work with English-fluent partners to refine and clarify the wording of their questions and answers.


Younger Students - This activity can be accomplished by younger students if they have some additional guidance. Have students work in pairs. Help them select a topic for the radio show and the guests who will be part of it. Model conducting an interview by reviewing an event the class has recently read about and writing four or five questions based on this event. Have students role-play asking and answering the questions.


Taking It Further


Have students listen to and compare a variety of radio talk shows. Encourage them to devise a rating system that can help them evaluate radio shows.


Encourage students to learn more about radios and how they work by exploring information in Encarta Encyclopedia.  





ART


� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ��� A Gallery of Masks 


Imagine yourself as a collector of masks from the far reaches of the earth. In this activity you will study masks, the arts and uses associated with masks, and the art of mask-making. You'll view examples of masks from around the world - masks that create visions of mystery, beauty, majesty, mirth, and terror. Then you'll make a mask for yourself, either by choosing a mask to copy or creating a unique mask design.


Completing the activity 


1. Learn About Masks


For a basic introduction to masks, read the "Mask" article in Encarta Encyclopedia. Pay special attention to the pictures and their captions.


2. Focus on Specific Kinds of Masks


Use the Related Articles button to find other articles that contain information and images of masks. (Hint: An even more extensive list of topics can be obtained by searching for the word mask with the Pinpointer or Wizard tools.) As you explore, you might want to use the Notemark feature to mark the place of images and descriptions of masks you especially like.


3. Check the Mask Collector's Guide


Each note in the Mask Collector's Guide located after step five guides you to an image that you may want to view during your exploration. You may want to print the images from the encyclopedia. They may lead you to other unique masks and mask ideas.


4. Choose a Mask to Make


Consider which kind of mask you would like to make. (Hint: Articles in the encyclopedia that are related to masks often contain descriptions from which you can get ideas for masks, even if no picture appears.) Your mask does not have to be a copy of another mask. You might spark ideas by browsing through the articles "Folk Art" or "Wood Carving," or by considering animals that have distinctive facial appearances. You could also combine elements of different masks.


5. Create Your Mask


Gather art materials you need to make your mask. You might use paints, glue, papier-mâché, string, yarn, feathers, or beads to fashion your mask. When you finish, write on an index card a list of the materials you used to construct the mask. Also on this card describe the significance of your mask, or the reason you chose to make this type of mask. Include the card with your mask.


Mask Collector's Guide 


a. Many beautiful and expressive masks have been created by indigenous peoples of North America, Oceania, and Africa. Look for these masks in Encarta Encyclopedia:


Heiltsuk Portrait Mask


Chi Wara Antelope Mask


Papuan Mask 


b. Funerary masks were an important part of rituals in many cultures. 


Theater, dance, opera, and the performing arts frequently make use of masks. Look for these masks in Encarta Encyclopedia:


Death Mask of Tutankhamen


Roman Death Mask


Commedia Dell'Arte Mask 


c. Animals sometimes provide the inspiration for masks. Look at the photos of the following animals in Encarta Encyclopedia:


Dingo


Great Gray Owl


Cuvier's Toucan 


Extending the activity 


With a group of classmates, write and present a short play featuring characters represented by your mask creations.


Write a brochure or announcement that describes your classroom exhibit of masks. Invite other classes to view the exhibit. 





� Teacher's Notes 


Masks are the center of attention in rituals and performances throughout the world. They allow wearers to hide or emphasize their identities. With masks, performers can create moods and convey emotions without using words. As students study masks created by people of various cultures, they learn about these peoples' historic rituals and traditional forms of art and drama.


Activity Description


In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia to examine masks and learn about their cultures of origin. Then students choose a mask to copy, or design a mask of their own. They display their completed masks in a classroom art gallery, along with lists of materials used and explanations of the meaning or personal importance of the mask's appearance.


Objectives


Develop a knowledge of world cultures through the study of traditional art forms. (Anthropology, Geography, Multicultural Awareness)


Learn about the origins, uses, and rituals associated with masks. (Anthropology, Multicultural Awareness, Performance Arts)


Design and construct a mask. Describe the mask and its meaning. (Art, Content Area Writing) 


Completing the Activity


Students begin the activity by reading the article "Mask" in the encyclopedia. Remind them to display the Outline to see a list of all the images and subheads contained within the article.


As students move on to explore other relevant articles using the Pinpointer and the Related Articles button, they will find many references to masks, along with photographs, in articles such as "African Art and Architecture" and "Clothing."


Students utilize the Mask Collector's Guide located after step five for ideas in searching out different kinds of masks and images for masks. Encourage them to use the encyclopedia's Notemark feature to enable them quickly to find again those masks they wish to remember as they focus in on their mask designs.


Encourage students to utilize other images besides the masks that appear in the encyclopedia. For example, the Pacific Northwest Indian totem pole and the statue of the Hawaiian war god Kukailmoku provide visual ideas that students can translate easily into masks.


Assist students as needed in gathering supplies to construct and display their masks in a classroom art gallery. Encourage them to use the word-processing program of Encarta Encyclopedia to write and print captions or display notes that accompany their masks.


If possible, provide students with the opportunity to complete the extension activities.


Meeting Individual Needs


Students Acquiring English - The visual nature of this exploration will make it easy for all students to participate fully. Pair students acquiring English with students fluent in English. Encourage partners to create and add to a glossary of terms for reference as they learn about masks.


Younger Students - This activity can be readily adapted for student groups of various ages. For students in lower grades, you may wish to focus the activity on holidays. For example, you might ask students to make masks for Halloween, Mardi Gras, or a particular culture's New Year's celebration. Another approach would be to have students make animal masks and pantomime the behavior of animals in their natural habitats, or to act out various animal fables from around the world.


Taking It Further


Invite students to investigate cultural contexts in which masks have been used. These might include dramatic and theater traditions in Japan, grand opera in Europe, and commedia dell'arte in Italy. Encourage students to use graphic and visual aids such as drawings and costumes, along with dramatic simulations or presentations, to present their findings. 





CREATIVE WRITING


� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ��� A Poem or Ballad About Nature 


Poetry is a means of self expression and a form of oral tradition. In this activity you will use Encarta Encyclopedia to explore a variety of poetic forms, and then write an original poem about nature using one of the poetic forms you have researched.


Completing the activity 


1. Think About Nature


Which aspects of the natural world are particularly appealing to you? Think about distinctive environments, seasons, particular plants and animals, and natural wonders. Make a list of topics that lend themselves to sensory description, such as cherry blossoms, falling snow, or the colors and smells of autumn.


2. Choose a Topic


When writing creatively, it's generally best to select a topic you are familiar with. You might choose to write about something you've encountered or an experience you've had in the natural world.


3. Read and Listen to Poetry


Each poetic form lends itself to certain purposes. For example, the traditional Japanese poetic form known as haiku is particularly suited for creating word pictures of moments in time. Use the encyclopedia to familiarize yourself with various forms of poetry. Explore Art, Language, and Literature in the Category menus. Take the Guided Tour on Poetry. In addition to reading about each poet's life and work, you'll be able to listen to some of their poems read aloud. Write a brief characterization of each form.


You may also wish to investigate other articles related to poetry, such as "Rhythm," "Rhyme," "Figure of Speech," and "Poetry."


4. Research Ballads


Narrative poems tell a story. The ballad is one form of narrative poetry. If you have decided to write about an experience, a ballad might be the best form for you to use. Begin by reading the "Ballad" article in Encarta Encyclopedia and listening to part of a ballad. One verse of the old English ballad "All Jolly Fellows That Follow the Plough" is featured as an audio selection in the article. Keep the following points in mind as you compose your lyrics:


Ballads are meant to be sung.


Most ballads are a series of quatrains, or four-line stanzas, that rhyme.


A refrain, or repeating lines or verse, is often a part of a ballad. Typically, it is used to emphasize the mood and tone of the ballad. 


5. Write a First Draft


After you have selected a poetic form, write a first draft of your poem or ballad. Try to follow the conventions of the form you've chosen.


6. Revise and Recite Your Poem


Evaluate the first draft of your poem or ballad. Think about how you might clarify its theme or sharpen your use of figurative language, rhyme, and other elements. Check to see that your poem follows the conventions of the form you've chosen. Then practice reciting the poem. You may want to recite it for a group of classmates. If you chose a ballad, consider putting it to music. You might use the tune of a well-known folk song, such as "The Streets of Laredo."


Extending the activity 


Browse through a poetry anthology and try to find a poem whose subject is the same as the subject in your poem. Write a paragraph comparing the two poems.





� Teacher's Notes 


Since prehistoric times people have infused language with rhyme and rhythm. In its earliest forms, poetry was recited orally in songs, chants, and stories. Before the age of written history, rhyme and rhythm also had a practical function; poetry helped people remember and preserve their oral traditions, thus making it possible to pass on long works from one generation to the next. Over the centuries a vast array of poetic forms developed, helping to create a rich literary heritage that includes the works of poets from all parts of the world.


Activity Description


In this activity students write a poem about nature. They begin by brainstorming topic ideas. They use Encarta Encyclopedia to explore poetic forms, listening to examples of a sonnet, a haiku, free verse, blank verse, and a ballad. They make notes about the characteristics of these various forms. They then choose a poetic form, write a poem using that form, revise the poem, and, if they wish, recite it for a group of classmates.


Objectives


Learn about poetic forms from different parts of the world and from different eras in history. (Literature, Multicultural Awareness, History)


Write a poem about nature utilizing the rules or conventions of a poetic form. (Creative Thinking, Creative Writing, Literature)


Recite the poem for an audience (optional). (Drama, Speech, Language Arts) 


Completing the Activity


This activity is most appropriate for students working individually, although some students may wish to work with partners as they revise their first drafts. Have students begin learning about poetic forms in the encyclopedia by navigating the Guided Tour on Poetry and researching articles in the Writers and Poets, Literature and Writing, and Music categories. Suggest they listen to excerpts of poems by such poets as Pablo Neruda and John Keats and investigate what makes particular poetic forms distinctive. Students can review ways to enrich their poems by reading articles such as "Rhythm," "Rhyme," and "Figure of Speech." Encourage students to use the Notemark feature to mark places that they wish to return to later.


Students may wish to use the word-processing feature as they compose and revise their poems. If students are revising their poems with partners, encourage them to exchange drafts and note the phrases that are particularly vivid and those that could be improved. To guide students in making revisions, you might have them consider these questions:


How do I want my audience to feel after listening to the poem?


Is the central message about my topic clear?


Is my use of figurative language original, accessible, and effective?


Have I followed the rules or conventions of my chosen poetic form? 


As students practice reciting their poems, remind them to speak clearly and to add dramatic interest by varying the tempo and volume.


Meeting Individual Needs


Younger Students - Help younger students each choose a topic in nature to write about. Next, have them compare two poetic forms: haiku and free verse. Then have students choose one of the two forms for their poem. 


Challenge Activity - Have students find an anthology of poetry in the library and compare and contrast two poems whose themes center around nature. Have students present their analyses to classmates.


Taking It Further


Have students further explore poetry in Encarta Encyclopedia. Encourage them to think about how poetry has been used in folklore, religious expression, music, and avant-garde movements. Students can create a bulletin board display of their favorite poets and poems. 
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