Encarta 96 Encyclopedia Teacher’s Activity Guide�Geography Focused Activities



LANGUAGE

� A Map of Borrowed Words 

The English language now includes more than 600,000 words. Many thousands of these words have been borrowed from other languages. In this activity you will investigate the multicultural origins of the English language. You'll make a map that illustrates the origins of various English words and plan an oral presentation of your findings.

Completing the activity 

1. Read About the English Language

You might already know of a number of English words that were borrowed from other languages. Begin by listing those words and noting the language from which each originally came. To investigate further, read the "English Language" article in Encarta Encyclopedia. Find examples of other borrowed words.

2. Make a Chart

Write some examples of borrowed words in a language origin chart. Try to find at least one word from each language or group of languages listed below.

Celtic

Old Norse

French

Italian

Spanish

Portuguese

Native American languages

Caribbean languages

African languages 

3. Research Cultural Exchanges

Investigate why and how the words you have identified were incorporated into the English language. Questions such as these can guide your inquiry:

How did Indian words such as bungalow, curry, pepper, and pajamas become part of the English language? (Research the rule of India by the British East India Company during the 1700s and 1800s.)

In what regions of the present-day United States did Spanish-speaking people originally settle? How do words like fiesta, hacienda, and rodeo reflect daily life and customs in these regions? 

4. Make a Word Map

Make a flat map of the world and label the continents and seas. Then write each borrowed word from your language origin chart beside the country where it originated. Trace the outline of each country and label it.

5. Prepare an Oral Presentation

Plan an oral presentation of your findings. Describe how languages and cultures intermingle, using specific examples from your research. You might write the main points you intend to cover on index cards that can serve as cues when you deliver your presentation.

6. Share Your Findings

Present your word origin map and oral presentation to a group of classmates. When you have finished, invite your audience to ask questions.

Extending the activity 

Make a glossary of English words that have Greek and Latin roots. This list of roots and their meanings will help you begin.

Greek Roots          Latin Roots�ast-    star         dict-   speak�cycl-   circle       loc-    place�phon-   sound        ped-    foot�photo-  light        rupt-   break�aero-   air          cline-  lean�                     cogn-   know



� Teacher's Notes 

The English language emerged in its earliest form in about AD 500, a result of the invasion of three Germanic tribes into what is now Great Britain. Over the next 1000 years, English gradually developed into the language we know today, shaped in large part by the influences of Latin, French, and Scandinavian languages. The spread of the British Empire brought English to the far reaches of the world; English speakers freely borrowed words from the languages they encountered, and new speakers of English incorporated useful words from their native tongues. Over time, the English language expanded to include more than 600,000 words. Today English is spoken by more than 400 million people worldwide. It is the international language of commerce, technology, science, and politics.

Activity Description

In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia to explore the multicultural origins of the English language. They find and list English words that were borrowed from other languages and then create a map of the world that shows these origins. Students research the historical reasons why such linguistic exchanges have occurred. Finally, they plan an oral presentation of their findings.

Objectives

Explore the history of the English language. (Language Arts, History)

Understand the historical reasons for linguistic exchanges between cultures. (Social Studies, History)

Make a map of word origins. (Geography, Multicultural Awareness)

Prepare and deliver an oral presentation. (Language Arts) 

Completing the Activity

Make sure students have access to a dictionary that includes word origins in its entries. Encourage students to refer to this dictionary as an additional resource as they complete this activity.

Students begin the activity by reading the "English Language" article in the encyclopedia. Have them add words to the language origin chart as they read; they should be able to find at least one borrowed word from each language or language group listed in the chart. Encourage them to add words culled from other sources as well.

You may need to guide students in researching some of the reasons for linguistic exchange. You might suggest that they begin by reading about the spread of the British Empire. Also suggest that they read about some of the many cultures that have influenced American history.

Students may want to print out a world map from Encarta Encyclopedia to use as the basis for their word origin map. Provide students with index cards for preparing their oral presentations. If necessary, explain that index cards can be used to sequence important ideas and to serve as a memory aid when presenting an oral report or speech. Provide students with an opportunity to share their findings.

Encourage students to complete the extension activity. You might help them get started by brainstorming a list of words that share one of the Greek or Latin roots presented. (For example, the words recognize, cognate, cognition, and cognizant all share the Latin root cogn-, which means "know.")

Meeting Individual Needs

Students Acquiring English - This activity provides an excellent opportunity for building vocabulary. Pair students acquiring English with partners who are fluent in English. Give each pair a dictionary that shows word origins and have them look up the meaning and origin of each word they include in their word origin map.

Challenge Activity - Some students may be interested in learning more about the influence one particular language has had on the modern English language. Have students research the influence of Old Norse, French, German, Italian, or Latin, and prepare a written report or an oral presentation of their findings.

Taking It Further

Have students learn about some of the new words that are added to English language dictionaries each year. Suggest that they find out how and why new words are created and investigate the criteria dictionary publishers use to determine whether a word should be added to the dictionary. Students can begin their inquiry by writing to the publishers of two or three major dictionaries and asking for information.

 

LIFE SCIENCE

� A Profile of Vanishing Creatures 

Scientists have determined that since the beginning of the 17th century, more than 200 different animal species have become extinct. Today more than 4500 plants and animals are in danger of becoming extinct. What causes organisms to vanish from the earth? Can anything be done to prevent the disappearance of endangered plants and animals? In this activity you will learn about the causes of extinction and profile several organisms that are in danger of becoming extinct.

Completing the activity 

1. Learn About Extinction

Use Encarta Encyclopedia to find information about extinction. Use these questions to guide your inquiry:

What is the criterion for determining whether a plant or animal is endangered?

Why did the rate of extinction increase during the 1600s?

What are the three most common causes of extinction in the modern world?

What is being done in various parts of the world to help protect endangered animals and plants? 

2. Profile Endangered Species

Gather information about five endangered species: a plant, a mammal, a bird, a reptile, and an insect. Record the following information for each:

Name

Where it lives

How many are left

Why it is threatened

How its disappearance would impact other living things

What is being done to protect it

What individuals can do 

To find information about endangered species, refer to the Endangered Plants and Animals chart in the encyclopedia. You can also look up individual animals and plants, and use the Guided Tour on Dinosaurs.

3. Map Locations of Habitats

Find the location of the habitat of each endangered species. Record the locations on a flat map of the world. Or, make small flag markers from toothpicks and self-sticking labels. Write the name of each endangered species on a label and tape the markers to the surface of a globe.

4. Share Your Findings

Decide on a way to share your findings. Here are two suggestions:

Create a series of posters, each devoted to a particular endangered plant or animal. Make a map or globe showing habitat locations as part of your display.

Design and distribute an "Extinction Alert" newsletter that describes the endangered species and tells what individuals can do to help protect them. Include a map in your newsletter that shows the habitats of the plants and animals you have profiled. 



� Teacher's Notes 

Scientists estimate that primitive life forms first appeared in the earth's oceans about 3.5 billion years ago. By the Triassic period, about 230 million years ago, the earth was home to a rich variety of fauna and a multitude of reptiles, amphibians, mammals, and fish. In the process of evolution, countless millions of organisms have become extinct, victims of natural selection. 

Since the early 1600s, the rate of extinction has increased dramatically as a result of human impact on the environment. In the Age of Exploration the introduction of predatory and competing species into isolated regions caused the demise of a number of species. Pollution, excessive hunting, and the destruction of natural habitats are primary causes of extinction in the modern world. There are currently 4,589 animals listed as endangered. If the present trends continue, scientists predict that more than 50,000 plant species and more than 1 million species of insects may be extinct by the middle of the 21st century.

Activity Description

In this activity students profile five living things that are in danger of becoming extinct. They select one organism from each of these categories: Plants, Mammals, Birds, Reptiles and Amphibians, and Insects. Students use information in Encarta Encyclopedia to identify endangered species, investigate why they are endangered, and find out what is being done to protect them. Two options are provided for sharing their research: a poster series and a newsletter.

Objectives

Learn about the causes of extinction. (Science)

Describe five different living things that are in danger of becoming extinct. (Science, Expository Writing)

Identify the habitats of endangered species on a map or globe. (Geography) 

Completing the Activity

Students begin this activity by doing research in order to gain a general understanding of when, how, and why some species have become extinct. Encourage them to read the "Endangered Species" article in the encyclopedia and to use the Guided Tour on Dinosaurs.

Some students may already know about animals or plants that are endangered and may want to focus their research on these organisms. Other students may need guidance in identifying endangered species to describe. Direct students to the Endangered Plants and Animals chart that accompanies "Endangered Species." Also encourage students to access articles on the individual plants and animals they have selected. Students can use the Atlas to help them locate habitats. Remind students that they can print out maps from the encyclopedia.

If students have difficulty describing how a certain creature's disappearance would impact other living things, suggest that they think about that organism's position in the food chain.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - This activity is appropriate for younger students and can be completed with a minimum of guidance. Younger students may benefit from working with a partner to complete the activity.

Students Acquiring English - Students acquiring English may benefit from working cooperatively on this activity with students whose first language is English. Students just beginning to acquire fluency might take responsibility for locating habitats using the Atlas, labeling habitats on a map or globe, and helping to design the posters or the layout of the newsletter.

Taking It Further

Have students learn about and report on an endangered species "success story" in which an animal or plant has been brought back from the brink of extinction through human intervention. They might also profile efforts such as captive breeding programs that have proved successful in helping to save endangered species.

Have students write to an organization that is devoted to the preservation of wildlife, such as the World Wildlife Fund or the Rainforest Action Network, and find out how individual citizens can help protect endangered species. 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE

� A World Export Storyboard 

Imagine that you are the creative director at an advertising agency. You have just been handed a big project: to create a television commercial promoting a nation's leading product. In this activity, you will design a storyboard - a series of drawings and captions - for this commercial. Use Encarta Encyclopedia to learn more about a country, then prepare a storyboard for a TV ad that will sell that country's main product to businesses or consumers in other nations.

Completing the activity 

1. Think About the Format

Your storyboard will look something like a comic strip: a series of drawings to represent the visual images in the commercial, along with a script written as captions under the pictures. For this assignment, you will be creating a storyboard for a 30-second commercial. Think about the number of images and amount of script that might be appropriate for a commercial of this length.

2. Discuss TV Ads

Discuss the attributes of effective television advertisements. What makes an ad stand out? What motivates business customers or consumers to buy a product? Here are some features that you might choose to incorporate into your storyboard:

attention-grabbing camera techniques

colorful footage of beautiful or unusual locations

scenes of people enjoying the product

minimal text presented in memorable ways

music that matches the mood of the environment in which the product is used 

3. Select a Country and Product

Think about a country you would like to research and promote. Then investigate this country in Encarta Encyclopedia, using such features as the Atlas and the Category menus. First find out what one leading product of your country is. Then gather information about the country that might be useful in selling that product. Also investigate the product to find out how it is processed and used.

4. Design the Storyboard

With your information in hand, brainstorm ways to present your product in the most effective and compelling way. Create an outline of the ideas and information you want to include. Then sketch out a draft of your storyboard on paper. Read it aloud to time it and see how it sounds. Does it make you interested in the product? How could the commercial be more effective? Revise your script and images as necessary.

5. Prepare a Final Version

When you are satisfied with your storyboard, use art materials and poster board to produce a final version. You may want to add photographs, maps, or other visuals to the margins of the board. Also consider whether you would like to cast any celebrities in the commercial. When your work is complete, present your storyboard in class and discuss its features.

Extending the activity 

Use a video camera to turn your storyboard into a 30-second commercial. Select actors and actresses from among your classmates. You might also select appropriate music as background for your commercial.



� Teacher's Notes 

Ever since trade routes were established in the ancient world, international trade has been an important factor in the economic growth of societies. Today, more than ever before, countries around the world are seeking to increase exports of their products. Some nations even advertise goods and services on television: for example, Canada has for some time used TV ads to encourage American tourists to visit its cities and wilderness areas.

Activity Description

In this activity, students work in small groups to create a storyboard for a television commercial designed to promote a country's leading product in foreign markets. Students discuss advertising techniques, research their chosen country and one of its main products, and prepare a storyboard for presentation in class.

Objectives

Research a country and its products. (Social Studies)

Learn about the advertising industry and effective advertising techniques. (Social Studies)

Create a storyboard. (Creative Thinking, Creative Writing, Art) 

Completing the Activity

To help prepare students for this activity, you may want to have them read the article "Advertising" in Encarta Encyclopedia. Discuss some of the typical features of television commercials, including the fast pacing of visuals, minimal use of text, and an identification of the product with values or interests common to viewers. For example, auto commercials often feature images and text that attempt to associate a particular make of car with increased social status, thoughtful parenting, or enjoyment and youthful spirit. You may want to have students describe or act out some effective commercials they have seen, or show some videotaped examples in class. 

If necessary, help students identify countries and products of interest. Once students have identified the nation's leading products, encourage them to choose a product that lends itself to a commercial. As students research their topics, remind them to look for features of the country that might help promote the product. They should focus on aspects of the country that are attractive or intriguing to a foreign audience, such as pleasant climate, unusual geographic features, distinctive music and art, or interesting historical facts. 

To help students create their storyboards, have them first outline the points they want to convey. Then have them sketch some rough drawings and match them to their outline. Next, have students convert their outline points to brief descriptions of visuals. Have them script text for words to be spoken and words to be shown on-screen. Urge students to keep their scripts brief and lively, and to incorporate information in ways that will make their commercials more effective and entertaining. When the draft version is complete, have them read the commercial aloud and make necessary revisions.

Finally, provide students with art materials with which to create their storyboards. If available, have students use presentation software to help them develop the finished product. Encourage them to append illustrations if they like, and to cite any appropriate audio excerpts from the encyclopedia that would enhance their commercials. Have students present their storyboards in class, with the class acting as the client who has contracted the work. When all the presentations have been made, the class can vote on the most effective or memorable commercials.

Encourage students to complete the extension activity described on the student pages. If necessary, help students obtain video cameras and videotape. Provide students with an opportunity to show their commercials and discuss the process of making them.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - You might have students in lower grades create comic strips that demonstrate the product's usefulness and appeal, rather than having them prepare TV advertising storyboards.

Students Acquiring English - Encourage students from other countries to provide their own insights into cultures and products from other lands. They might also discuss how television advertising differs in various countries.

Taking It Further

Suggest that students create a chart showing the main products of various countries. Students might select a world region to focus on, such as the nations of Southeast Asia or the largest economies of Latin America. Their charts should provide some basic information about each country (size, population, location), a list of major products, and a brief analysis of each country's economy and resource base. Have students present their charts in class and discuss their contents.

 

LITERATURE

� A Reading of World Poetry 

The poems of the Spaniard Federico García Lorca are filled with vivid symbolism, the theme of fate, and the concerns of Gypsies and country people. The poems of Li Po, who lived twelve centuries ago in China, will acquaint you with the Taoist view of life and remind you of the majesty of nature. In this activity you will plan a poetry festival that features the works of these and other great poets from around the world.

Completing the activity 

1. Poets from Different Countries

Use Encarta Encyclopedia to develop a list of poets whose work you might include in your reading. The encyclopedia's Guided Tour on Poetry will be particularly helpful in finding poets. Make a list of poets. Then look for articles on them by doing a search in the encyclopedia or browsing through the Writers and Poets category. Take notes that include each poet's nationality, the years in which he or she lived, excerpts from a well-known poem, and other significant information. Listen to any audio clips you discover, to hear different styles of recitation.

Try to find at least one poet from each of these regions: North America, Central America, South America, Europe, the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and India. The National and Regional Literature category will help you.

2. Select Poets

Select several poets whose works you'd like to include in your reading. Try to achieve a balance of male and female poets. Include poets whose works represent a variety of poetic forms.

3. Locate Books of Poetry

Locate books of poetry in your school library or public library. You might also be able to locate poems by poets you've selected in literature anthologies in your classroom.

4. Write a Program

Decide on the order in which the poems should be presented. Write a program that lists the titles of the poems you'll be presenting, the poets' names, and some brief information about them. You may also wish to include photographs of the poets from Encarta Encyclopedia, or original drawings.

5. Practice Reading Aloud

Decide which members of your group will read which poems. Choose one person to take the role of announcer. Hold a practice session in which each member reads his or her poem aloud. To get a sense of how to read poetry aloud effectively, use the encyclopedia's audio feature to listen to some poets read their work aloud.

6. Hold the Reading

Prior to the reading, distribute programs to audience members. Have the announcer introduce each reader, announce the name of the poem to be read, and say a few words about the poet. Be sure to have drinking water available for each reader, so everyone can read with a clear voice. After all readers have performed, you might invite members of the audience to discuss poems they found especially interesting.



� Teacher's Notes 

Long ago in many cultures, poetry was inseparable from music. Even the word lyric, which means "short poem," demonstrates poetry's link to musical expression. Lyric comes from lyre, a musical instrument of ancient Greece. Contemporary poetry is rich and diverse, varied in form and theme. The musical quality of poetry remains.

Activity Description

In this activity students organize an international poetry festival. They begin by finding poems by outstanding poets using Encarta Encyclopedia. They then broaden the scope of their reading by locating poets from other countries. They work in a small group to organize the reading, write a program for the performance, and conduct the reading.

Objectives

Learn about poets from different parts of the world and from different eras. (Literature, Multicultural Awareness)

Organize a poetry festival featuring poets from around the world. (Geography, Creative Thinking)

Recite poems to an audience. (Performing Arts, Speech) 

Completing the Activity

You may wish to have students research poets individually, and then have them organize and conduct readings in small groups. Have students begin by locating articles on famous poets by navigating the Guided Tour on Poetry, using the Find button, or browsing the Writers and Poets category in the encyclopedia. Suggest they take notes about the poets to include in the program for their reading. Students might also choose to listen to poems or poetry excerpts presented as audio clips in the encyclopedia. To ensure that the reading has an international scope, suggest to students that they look at articles in the National and Regional Literature category. When they find poets who interest them, they can look up their names in the Writers and Poets category. Explain that although a particular poet's name may not appear in colored text, a biographical article about him or her might still appear in Encarta Encyclopedia.

If students are organizing the reading in small groups, suggest to them that they designate roles for group members, such as organizer, program designer, and announcer. Students should also budget time to locate books from libraries, especially if they have to acquire books from other branches. Have students prepare programs using publishing software. They might want to decorate their programs with illustrations or photographs of poets from the encyclopedia.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - This activity is appropriate for students in younger grades. You might provide on the board a list of poets to research. Help students use Encarta Encyclopedia to find information about the poets and to listen to excerpts of poems.

Students Acquiring English - Have students work with English-fluent partners as they use the encyclopedia to find information about poets. Encourage students to read aloud favorite poems in their primary language and then read a translated version.

Taking It Further

Have students explore in Encarta Encyclopedia the use of poetry in other forms of aural expression, such as opera, drama, and music. Students may wish to create a multimedia presentation of their findings.

 

GEOGRAPHY

� Plan the Ultimate Vacation 

What is your idea of the perfect getaway? A climbing expedition in the Himalayas? A snorkeling trip to the Great Barrier Reef? A stroll through the art galleries of Paris? A photo safari to the wildlife parks of Kenya? In this activity you will research three vacation spots, select the one that is most appealing, and write a travel brochure advertising that destination.

Completing the activity 

1. Brainstorm Ideal Vacation Spots

Begin by listing every fabulous vacation spot you can think of. The Atlas in Encarta Encyclopedia can help you locate places you might want to visit. Also explore the various tours in the Places to Visit category of the encyclopedia's Guided Tours. Then prepare to narrow down the choices by characterizing the kind of vacation you enjoy most: outdoor adventure, music and dancing, sun and surf, plays and art museums, heart-stopping amusement park rides, or beauty and solitude. Finally, choose three locations that offer the kind of vacation experience you desire.

2. Research the Destinations

Investigate and evaluate each destination you've selected. Use the encyclopedia's Find button to help you gather information about particular locations. Also consult the Media Gallery to see photographs of architectural and geographical sites. For climate information within the United States, examine the Climate of Selected U.S. Regions table. You might also visit a local travel agency or look through the travel section of a bookstore for printed material about the locations you are considering. Here are some things to look for in planning your vacation:

Best time to visit

Average temperatures

Attractions

Cost 

3. Write the Brochure

Based on your research, choose the vacation destination you find most appealing. Imagine that you have the opportunity to take a vacation to this region. Draw a picture of yourself at the high point of your journey. Then write a travel brochure designed to attract visitors to this location. Use the picture of yourself in the brochure. Also use photographs from Encarta Encyclopedia or from brochures collected from travel agencies to help advertise your destination. Include a map showing where the region is and instructions on how to get there. Include the cost of traveling to that destination. Consult a travel agent or airline ticket office to find this information. You may wish to use travel brochures as models for your layout, but don't limit yourself to the approaches used in the brochures you collect.

4. Present Your Information

Display your travel brochure on a bulletin board. Or, duplicate it and distribute it to your classmates.

Extending the activity 

Write a series of letters or journal entries describing each day of an imaginary seven-day trip to the vacation spot you have described. Include descriptions of places you visit, foods you eat, people you meet, and unexpected events that occur on your journey.



� Teacher's Notes 

The excitement of travel begins in the planning stages: choosing a vacation spot, making reservations, and visualizing activities that are far removed from the daily routine. In real life, travelers must heed their budgets, time limitations, and other practical matters; but almost everyone dreams now and then of putting aside all practical concerns and taking the ultimate vacation. Such dreams can provide motivation for studying geography, history, and even languages.

Activity Description

In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia to research three vacation spots. For each location, students find the best time to visit, the weather conditions during peak tourist season, major attractions, and the cost of traveling to that destination. They also research methods of transportation required to reach that place. Based on their research, students select the destination they find most appealing, draw a picture of themselves doing something wonderful in this place, and write a travel brochure about the destination that includes photographs, a map of the region, instructions for how to get there, and a description of the region's major attractions.

Objectives

Draw upon and extend knowledge of distinctive vacation spots worldwide. (Geography, Multicultural Awareness)

Determine the cost of visiting a variety of locations, and the route and method of transportation required to get there. (Mathematics, Geography)

Create a travel brochure advertising a favorite place. (Persuasive Writing, Art) 

Completing the Activity

If several students choose this activity, suggest that they begin by working together to brainstorm a list of possible vacation spots. The Atlas can help students discover some interesting destinations. The Places to Visit category of the Guided Tours can also elicit ideas. Then have each student select three destinations to research. To begin their research, students can use the Find button in the encyclopedia to look up the destinations they have selected. The Climate of Selected U.S. Regions table in the encyclopedia provides useful information for destinations within the United States.

To find the cost of traveling to different places, students will need to consult a travel agency or airline. If possible, have one student visit a travel agency and collect a variety of brochures. Explain that tour companies offer package deals to destinations all over the world, and that the prices for such tours are usually listed in the tour company brochure. If students have selected remote places to visit for which packaged tours are not available, they will need to calculate the cost of airfare, land travel, lodging, and meals separately. (Students need not include all of this information in their brochures; airfare alone is sufficient. Students should, however, specify which aspects of the trip the cost they quote actually covers.)

Encourage students to use the word-processing feature of Encarta Encyclopedia to write the text of their brochure. If available, have students use a desktop publishing program to lay out the art and text. Students can print out photographs, illustrations, and maps from the encyclopedia and incorporate them in the brochure. Remind them to credit properly any photograph or illustration they include that is from another source.

After students have completed their brochures, you might have them vote on the vacation spot that has the most appeal.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - Students in lower grades may need some guidance in finding information in Encarta Encyclopedia, and will need to be accompanied by adults on visits to travel agencies. You may wish to bring in additional source material to class for students to use as they complete their research.

Students Acquiring English - Students from other cultures will have first-hand knowledge of places in other regions, and so will be able to expand the class's horizons in this activity. Encourage students to describe favorite vacation destinations of people from their native country. You might pair each student acquiring English with a partner who is fluent in English for the writing portion of this activity.

Taking It Further

Interested students might invite a travel agent to class to speak about his or her profession. Or, they might invite a member of a local tourist board to find out how their own community advertises itself to potential tourists.

Students might investigate student exchange programs and other means by which young people are able to visit other countries for extended periods of time, and consider whether participating in such a program appeals to them. 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE

� A Book of Proverbs 

"A penny saved is a penny earned." "An empty wagon rattles loudest." "A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush." Simple sentences like these that illustrate larger truths about human nature or the workings of the world are called proverbs. Proverbs caution, instruct, and advise. They reflect the values and beliefs of the cultures that created them. In this activity you will collect proverbs from around the world and present them in a book of proverbs.

Completing the activity 

1. Collect Proverbs Using Encarta Encyclopedia

To begin your search, explore Encarta Encyclopedia's World Languages InterActivity. Read proverbs from several different countries and languages. Think about the meaning of each proverb and make a note of those you find especially useful, humorous, or unusual. Write down the proverbs you want to include in your book. Also note the language in which the proverb is presented. Locate the countries or regions where that language is spoken.

2. Collect Proverbs from Other Sources

Expand your list of notable sayings. Ask family members, friends, and acquaintances to share proverbs they know. If you know of any, add them to your list, too.

3. Organize Your Proverbs

Decide on a method of organizing the proverbs you have collected. For example, you might organize them geographically by region or by theme. All the proverbs that have to do with managing money could appear in one section; those having to do with romance or proper social behavior can appear in another section.

4. Plan Your Book

Decide what features your book should have. A title page, table of contents, and introduction are standard features you may want to include. Also decide how you will reference sources for the proverbs you have collected. Give the source of each proverb and, if possible, provide additional information about it. Also include a brief statement of what each proverb means. Here is an example of the information that might be included for a proverb:

"Three may keep a secret, if two of them are dead." �Source: Benjamin Franklin, Poor Richard's Almanack�Meaning: People who tell secrets are generally incapable of keeping them. 

5. Make a Book Map

It may be helpful to use a book map to help you plan to present your book of proverbs. A book map is a general layout of a book that shows what will appear on each page, and where the illustrations will be placed. Decide how many proverbs you will put on each page. If your book will be divided into sections, indicate on the book map where each section will begin and end.

6. Compile Your Book

With your proverb list and book map as a guide, you are ready to write your book. Type the proverbs and the sources from which they came. Include maps, humorous illustrations, or other graphic elements that will add to the book's visual appeal.

7. Create the Book

Put your book together, combining text, illustrations, and any other design features you have decided on. Also make a book cover out of a large sheet of paper or stiff cardboard. Illustrate the cover with a drawing or photograph.

8. Present Your Work

Display the finished book. Read aloud some of the proverbs you collected.



� Teacher's Notes 

Proverbs exist in nearly every culture and language. While some proverbs are attributed to a specific author, most develop over time as colloquialisms. A study of proverbs is an investigation of the values, beliefs, and ideals of the cultures that created them.

Activity Description

In this activity students collect proverbs from a variety of sources and compile them into a book of proverbs. First they explore the World Languages InterActivity in Encarta Encyclopedia and read proverbs from several different languages and countries. Next, they collect additional proverbs from family members, friends, and acquaintances. They then decide on a method of organizing their proverbs, decide what features to include in their books, and create a book map. Finally, they create their book of proverbs, accompanying each with a notation identifying its source and a brief statement interpreting its meaning.

Objectives

Read proverbs from different parts of the world. (Multicultural Awareness, Geography)

Interpret proverbs. (Critical Thinking, Philosophy)

Create a book of proverbs. (Art, Creative Thinking) 

Completing the Activity

Make sure students understand how to use the World Languages InterActivity. As students begin their investigation of proverbs around the world, guide them in interpreting proverbs and restating them in literal language. Point out that proverbs often make use of metaphors and other figurative language, and that some proverbs are challenging to interpret.

If students have difficulty collecting additional proverbs from family members and friends, direct them to these resources:

Poor Richard's Almanack by Benjamin Franklin

Bartlett's Familiar Quotations by John Bartlett

The Dictionary of Phrase and Fable by E. Cobham Brewer 

Two suggestions for organizing the proverbs students collect are suggested in step three of the activity. Encourage students to think of alternate methods of organizing their books.

As students create their book maps, have them look at books in the classroom and note where the title page appears, how a table of contents is put together, and where art appears. Also point out the convention used in numbering the pages of a book (right-hand pages have odd numbers; left-hand pages have even). If available, have students use a desktop publishing program to help them design and finish their pages.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - This activity is especially appropriate for students in lower grades. Younger students may need some assistance restating the proverbs in literal language.

Students Acquiring English - Because many proverbs use figurative or archaic language, students acquiring English should work with a partner on this activity. The partner should restate each proverb in literal language and then discuss its meaning with the student acquiring English. As a part of this activity, encourage students from other countries to share proverbs with which they are familiar.

Taking It Further

Challenge students to create original proverbs that express some of their observations about human nature, social life, or societal values.

Proverbs are philosophical observations. Suggest that interested students explore philosophers and their ideas using the encyclopedia. They can begin by reading the article "Philosophy, Western." Suggest that they continue their research by exploring the works of the ancient Greek philosophers and the German philosophers of the 18th and 19th centuries.

Students who enjoyed the figurative language they encountered in the proverbs may want to further explore the use of figurative language in poetry and literature. Guide them in exploring such topics as imagery, metaphor, simile, and personification. 

 

GEOGRAPHY

� World Tour, 500 BC 

What if you could travel back in time 25 centuries? What wonders of the ancient world would you be able to see? What great cities would you want to visit? Which great philosophers, inventors, and artists might you have a chance to meet? In this activity you will use Encarta Encyclopedia to tour the world as it was in 500 BC. You will sketch monuments and artifacts you find, write about the important ideas you encounter, and make a detailed record of your travels.

Completing the activity 

1. Prepare for Time Travel 

To begin your journey, explore the encyclopedia's Timeline. Find 600-400 BC and browse through the information contained there. Then explore the Guided Tour on The Ancient World, paying particular attention to the latter stops on the tour.

2. Choose Your Route

Make a flat map of the world, including the continents and seas (or print one from the encyclopedia). Then map your route through the world of the ancients. You will want to visit these places, among others:

Central America 

China 

Africa (Sudan)

Greece 

India 

Mediterranean region

Egypt 

Begin by choosing your starting and finishing points and mapping a general route. You'll want to refine your itinerary as you learn more about the ancient world and the peoples who inhabited it. 

Hint: Clicking on the globe icons found at various points in the Timeline will show you where on the globe each ancient city or kingdom was located.

3. Choose Your Means of Travel

You may have noticed in your initial look at the Timeline that the Phoenicians were expert sailors, so you may want to choose a Phoenician boat for your journey over water. You'll also need to decide how you will travel across land regions. Will you use horses? Camels? Elephants? Use the encyclopedia's search functions to find out which transportation methods were in use during this time.

4. Check the Traveler's Guide

The notes that follow will help guide your exploration. Each suggests an artifact, monument, or important idea to look for. Many of the phenomena you will encounter are still vital today. Look for and note any connections you find between the ancient and modern worlds.

a. At the Persian Empire, tour the king's palace at Susa and look for a craftsperson's tool. Here are artifacts and a monument from other locations to look for:

Early Bronze Disk

Mayan Ceramic Figure

Great Pyramid at Giza 

b. Seek out the wisdom of these famous philosophers. Find out where each philosopher is from.

Confucius

Socrates

Buddha 

5. Share Your Experiences

Here are two ways you can let others know about your discoveries:

Compose a traveler's journal - a narrative account of your trip from beginning to end. Include a map for each region you visited plus a map of the entire route. Also include sketches of the artifacts you found along the way and summary of the important ideas you encountered.

Create a display showing the most important events of your journey. Paste your complete map in the center of the paper. Draw a line from each place you visited to a space outside the map. In that space, paste an index card containing a brief but vivid description of that place, plus a second card showing the artifact you collected there. Conduct a guided tour for your classmates, during which you describe your journey. 



� Teacher's Notes 

By 500 BC the world had already seen the rise of several great civilizations, including the Olmecs of Central America, the Babylonians, and the Egyptians. This period also marked the beginning of several distinctive eras, including the Classical Age of Greece, the rise of the Roman Empire, and China's Classical Age. The roots of the Buddhist religion, the teachings of Confucius and Lao-tzu, and the philosophies of Socrates and Plato all had their beginnings between 600-400 BC. An exploration of this era in time reveals a world rich in culture, philosophy, trade, technology, architecture, and the arts. Many of the developments that occurred during this era remain a vital and enduring part of modern cultures.

Activity Description

In this activity students explore what the world was like in 500 BC by using their imaginations and information presented in Encarta Encyclopedia to make an imaginary tour of the world in that time. Students mark the route they propose to follow on a world map. They record their experiences in writing, print out or sketch artifacts they discover, and note great ideas they encounter as well. Two options are provided for sharing: a travel journal and a visual display.

Objectives

Learn about civilizations that flourished 2500 years ago in Asia, Europe, Africa, and Central America. (Social Studies, History)

Develop a knowledge of world geography by mapping a route through the ancient world. (Geography)

Study the contributions and achievements of people from a variety of cultures and see that many of these contributions have endured into the modern age. (Multicultural Awareness)

Describe the journey in writing and in pictures. (Creative Writing, Art) 

Completing the Activity

The feature of Encarta Encyclopedia students will use first in this activity is the Timeline. Make sure students know how to access the Timeline and locate specific dates on it. To prepare for their tour, students are asked to preview the era by skimming topics in the Timeline. Note that 500 BC does not appear as a date on the Timeline; 600 BC and 400 BC do appear, and students should explore the general time period. You might explain to students that the dates assigned to many events in the ancient world are approximations. Students will also find informative the last several stops of the Guided Tour on The Ancient World, which cover cities and cultures from this era.

Students will need to select methods of transportation (over land and water) and a route for their journey. They should select means of transportation that were used in 500 BC. They can research these methods by searching for topics using the Find button. The Maps and Map Making category in the Geography section of the Category menus will also be helpful.

The Traveler's Guide on the student pages suggests artifacts and important ideas students might encounter in some of the places they visit. Information about some of these artifacts and ideas can be obtained in the Timeline. Students will need to research other artifacts and ideas by exploring other parts of the encyclopedia. Suggest that students collect quotations from Socrates, Confucius, and other great thinkers they encounter.

Encourage students to look in at least two places within the encyclopedia to find information about each place they visit. They can access related articles by using the colored text that accompanies many articles within the Timeline. Make sure students understand that the Timeline should serve as a jumping-off point, not as the primary source of geographic and cultural information.

Encourage students to use the word-processing feature of Encarta Encyclopedia to record their notes.

Meeting Individual Needs

Students Acquiring English - The visual nature of the Timeline will help make events and places accessible to students acquiring English. Pair students acquiring English with students who are fluent in English for this activity.

Gifted and Talented Students - Students might be encouraged to select a reading that is appropriate for each location and make the readings a part of their presentation. The readings might include a paragraph from one of a great philosopher's most famous works; a primary-source account written by an explorer who visited the region long ago; or a section of a report by an archaeologist who discovered something about the ancient world.

Taking It Further

Suggest that students choose an era or an event in history, imagine that they were a part of it, and write a journal entry describing their experience. 

 

GEOGRAPHY

� World Explorer Game 

Bring to your classroom the adventure and excitement of sailing beyond the limits of the known world. Invent a board game based on the voyage or journey of a famous explorer. Use Encarta Encyclopedia, your knowledge of history and geography, and your imagination to create a game involving luck, strategy, and factual information.

Completing the activity 

1. Think About Board Games

Recall the rules and features of board games you have played. Write down the features you might like to include in your game, such as:

Some squares on the game board that help the player who lands on them by allowing the player to jump ahead several spaces

Some squares that impede a player's progress by sending the player backward on the game board, or by requiring the player to draw a "challenge" card that asks the player to answer a question before continuing

Obstacles that result in a missed turn

Unusual game pieces

A method of determining how many spaces each player should move 

2. Select a Voyage or Journey

Think about great explorers and explorations of the past. Choose a journey that offers the right elements for a game. These elements include a clear goal and challenges or obstacles that make success difficult. Research your explorer and journey using Encarta Encyclopedia. Use the encyclopedia's Category menus and the Guided Tour on Pioneers and Explorers to help you locate topics. Also look into related topics, such as the geography and climate of the regions explored and the different peoples and cultures encountered along the way. You may want to print out any maps or illustrations you find in your research and incorporate them into the game.

3. Make an Outline

Write an outline or brief description of the journey. Include key ideas, events, and obstacles you want to include in the game. Using this outline or description, create a rough version of the game on a large piece of paper. Also draft a set of rules for playing the game.

4. Test the Game

Try playing the game to see how it works. Revise the game board or rules as necessary to make the game better.

5. Create a Final Version

Sketch the revised game board on poster board. Decorate the board with drawings, maps, or other illustrations. Also create game pieces. 

6. Write the Official Rules

Write a short description of the voyage or journey on which your game is based. Also create a final version of the rules. These written materials can accompany the game. Once you have finished the game board and produced a final version of the rules, you're ready to play.

Extending the activity 

Imagine that you are the explorer taking part in the journey on which your board game is based. Write some excerpts from an imaginary journal or ship's log in which you describe key events and impressions from the trip. You might even put your journal in book form, with a cover and illustrations.



� Teacher's Notes 

The desire for knowledge, wealth, and power has long motivated people to explore the world. Some of the most famous explorations took place during the late 15th and early 16th centuries - a time known as the Age of Exploration. During this era, European nations sponsored sea voyages to increase trade, gain new colonies and resources, and extend their influence around the world. These voyages were risky, but the rewards were great and the results had a dramatic impact on the course of world history. 

Activity Description

In this activity students work in small groups to make a board game based on the voyage or journey of a famous explorer. Students discuss the features of board games, research their topic, create the game, test it, refine its rules, and then play the game.

Objectives

Research one of the great explorations of history. (History, Geography)

Learn about the hardships, obstacles, and challenges that early explorers faced. (History)

Create and revise a set of rules based on a particular journey, according to the logic and format of a board game. (Creative Thinking, Creative Writing, Art) 

Completing the Activity

To help students choose an explorer or exploration, you may want to suggest that they examine the Explorers chart in Exploration and Explorers and navigate the Guided Tour on Pioneers and Explorers. Students can then research individual explorers using Encarta Encyclopedia's search features to find a journey that will lend itself to a game. Features to consider in making a selection include the goal of the explorer, the number and kinds of obstacles faced by the explorer, the geography and climate of the region or regions explored, and the peoples encountered along the way. If students have trouble making a selection, you might suggest Marco Polo's travels, the voyages of Columbus or Magellan, Cortés's conquest of Mexico, or the Lewis and Clark expedition.

Although the games students create must be based in historical fact, allow students to use their imagination in devising challenges and obstacles for their explorer, as long as those challenges are consistent with the events, geography, or era in which the exploration took place. For example, a game based on an ocean voyage in the early 1500s might include the risk of scurvy or other diseases, even if reference to that problem is not found in information on a specific voyage. Encourage students to use the Related Articles button to explore additional information to include in their game.

This activity is appropriate as a small-group project. Encourage group members to use other available information sources, such as atlases, almanacs, and other reference books, to help them in their research. Students may find it useful to divide various project tasks among different group members. Remind students that the first version of the game should be simple, with little or no artwork, since this version is basically a "test run" to see how well the game works. 

After students have refined their game, provide them with art supplies and poster board they can use to create final versions of the game board and playing pieces. Encourage students to attach maps or illustrations, such as a picture of their explorer, to the game board. Students can use the word-processing function of Encarta Encyclopedia to write a brief summary of their exploration or voyage, along with the rules of their game. They can then append these to the board.

Encourage students to complete the extension activity.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - For students in lower grades, you may want to provide more guidance with this activity. Present examples of board games and discuss their features in class. Also present a list of appropriate explorers or explorations for students to choose from. Then help students work with the encyclopedia to find relevant information. Students can organize their information in a chart before designing their game.

Students Acquiring English - Students acquiring English may benefit from assistance with unfamiliar vocabulary or concepts they encounter in their research. Encourage students acquiring English to refer to the graphic features in the encyclopedia such as the maps and charts to help them. Also encourage non-native speakers to share any information on cultures or peoples from other parts of the world that might be relevant to a particular exploration or explorer.

Taking It Further

Suggest that students create a world map of important voyages and journeys. The map can show the routes of different explorers. Students can include notes, captions, and a map legend.

 

HISTORY

� Hot Off the Press 

Imagine you are a newspaper publisher who has the ability not only to travel through time but also to bring paper and a printing press with you. To which era would you travel? What earth-shaking event would you cover? How would your newspaper reflect the everyday concerns of people living in that era? Use Encarta Encyclopedia, your knowledge of newspapers, and your writing, organizational, and design skills to produce an informative and entertaining newspaper for a day in the distant past.

Completing the activity 

1. Select an Era

Choose a time prior to the invention of the printing press when a momentous event occurred. Then select a city in which to locate your offices. Use the encyclopedia's History or Geography categories to help you choose your destination.

2. Plan the Newspaper

Bring a newspaper to class. Study the various sections of the paper and decide which ones you'll include in your publication. Also examine how the ingredients of a page fit together: headlines, articles, bylines (reporters' names), and graphics. Here are some elements you might choose to include as you plan your newspaper.

Eyewitness reports

Editorials

Letters to the editor

Classified ads (job opportunities, items for sale, personals)

Weather report

Advertisements

Society page

Sports section

Cartoon page 

3. Investigate the Era

Use Encarta Encyclopedia and other resources to explore what life was like in the time and place you selected. The Timeline or the Category menus in the encyclopedia can help you investigate topics.

4. Take Notes

As you research articles, keep in mind the key questions that newspaper articles try to answer: What? Who? When? Where? Why?

5. Write the Features

Write finished versions of the articles, editorials, and other features. Experiment with the size and typeface of your headlines by exploring the encyclopedia's word-processing program. (Choose the Character button, then Font.) You might print out illustrations or maps that you find in your research and use them as newspaper graphics.

6. Design the Paper

Decide on the layout of your paper. You may wish to skim articles about the history of graphic arts and printing and try to reproduce the look of a certain prior era. For instance, long ago many advertising signs on stores contained symbols instead of writing. You could design your classified section to include graphics, such as a tooth to represent a dentist.

7. Paste Up and Duplicate

If available, use word-processing or desktop publishing programs to produce a final layout. If you use traditional paste-up procedures, print out the articles and paste down the pages of your newspaper. Then photocopy your completed copies for distribution.

Extending the activity 

Newspapers often cover debates on issues of public concern. After distributing your newspaper, choose a debate topic based on a thought-provoking article from the paper. Form teams to argue each side of the issue. Allow time for the team members to do research on their position, and then hold the debate. Following the debate, audience members might vote on which side provided more convincing arguments and better supporting evidence.



� Teacher's Notes 

Newspapers report history as it is made and also provide insight into the concerns of a particular community. Newspapers can help shape readers' opinions on timely events, and can shape history themselves by uncovering scandals, publicizing occurrences, and promulgating viewpoints. 

Activity Description

In this activity students create a newspaper that focuses on a certain location and era in history. They examine the various parts of a newspaper, select and research a historical era, find appropriate graphics, write articles, editorials, and other news features, lay out the paper, duplicate it, and distribute it.

Objectives

Research a time and place in history. (History, Geography)

Create sections of a newspaper that reflect the everyday lives and concerns of people within a community. (Creative Thinking, Social Studies)

Incorporate articles, headlines, graphics, and other newspaper components in an appealing manner. (Art) 

Completing the Activity

To help students choose a time and location for their newspaper, suggest that they focus on a momentous event that interests them. For instance, they may wish to organize their project around the explosion of Mount Vesuvius and the destruction of Pompeii, the completion of the Great Pyramid at Giza in Egypt, or the sacking of Russian cities by the Vikings. Encourage students to use the Category menus in Encarta Encyclopedia to help them find ideas. You might mention that the History and Geography categories in the Category menus can lead them to a variety of articles about historical events. Students can read about the history of newspapers, printing, and graphic arts in the Communications category of Physical Science and Technology.

Remind students to consider these questions as they research articles for the front page:

What happened during the event?

Who was involved?

When did the event happen?

Where did it take place?

Why did it happen? 

This activity provides an excellent opportunity for cooperative learning. Suggest to students that they consider working in groups. Encourage them to divide these roles among themselves: publisher, editor, art director, advertising manager, and staff reporters. Remind students to meet periodically to have "staff meetings" about article assignments, space requirements, and other concerns.

Students can use the publishing aids in the word-processing program of the encyclopedia to add variety to their layouts. For instance, they can enlarge the type for headlines, alter column sizes, and select from a variety of fonts. If available, have students use a desktop publishing program to help them create their newspaper.

For making a paper using traditional methods, provide students with rulers, scissors, glue, pencils, and stiff layout paper (preferably non-reproducible grid paper). As students lay out the sections of the newspaper on the grid paper, encourage them to include any graphics they found in Encarta Encyclopedia or from other sources. Make sure students credit each source they have used. Students can use advertisements to help fill in gaps on the pages. After the layout is complete, students can paste the articles and graphics in place and photocopy the newspaper for distribution.

Encourage students to complete the extension activity that appears on the student pages.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - Provide additional support for students in lower grades. Bring in a newspaper to class and discuss its sections. Also present a list of historical events that are appropriate for newspaper coverage. Then help students work with the encyclopedia to locate information they can rework into articles. You might suggest that younger students create only the front page of a newspaper.

Students Acquiring English - Students acquiring English may benefit from working with a student fluent in English to complete their assigned articles. Guide them to use the graphic aids in the encyclopedia such as maps and illustrations, to help them understand the main point of an article. Encourage non-native speakers to share their knowledge of newspaper content and design from other parts of the world as students plan the layout of their paper.

Taking It Further

Suggest that students invite a reporter from a local newspaper to visit the class and talk about journalism. Before the visit, have students write questions they can use to guide the interview.

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE

� In Search of Spice 

Long ago in Europe, spices were more precious than gold. The dream of finding a water route to the islands where exotic spices grew motivated Christopher Columbus to sail off into the unknown. Now it's your turn to go forth in search of savory substances. With the help of Encarta Encyclopedia, you'll identify plants whose leaves, flowers, buds, bark, seeds, or roots add distinctive flavor to foods. You'll learn about favorite dishes of various cultures that utilize particular spices. You'll then work with other students to create a spice reference book and an accompanying map showing where the various spices come from.

Completing the activity 

1. Identify Spices

Begin by brainstorming a list of spices. Read the "Spices" article in the encyclopedia for an overview of the subject. Also look at the cans and jars in a spice rack at home or in a grocery store for additional spices to list.

2. Research a Spice

Select one spice you've listed and find out all you can about it. Use the Word filter in the Pinpointer to help you locate information. Ask an experienced cook how he or she uses that particular spice; in addition, you may want to look in one or more cookbooks for information on dishes that feature the spice. 

Create a "Spice Profile Sheet" with the following information about the spice you choose:

Name

Plant from which it comes and the part that is used

Regions where the plant grows

How the plant is processed to produce the spice

What the spice smells and tastes like

Some dishes in which it is used

Historical significance, if any

Recipe for one dish 

3. Choose a Food

Find a recipe for one of the dishes in which your spice is used. Copy it onto the Spice Profile Sheet. Identify the culture in which the dish originated.

4. Share Information

Work with classmates to create a Dictionary of Spices that includes profiles of many different spices, and a Spicy Recipe Book that contains recipes for foods in which spices are important ingredients. (You'll note that most recipes use more than one spice.) Then work together to create a map on which you show the region from which each spice comes. You can use the Atlas in Encarta Encyclopedia to print out a physical map of the world and annotate this with symbols for individual spices. Don't forget to include a map key that defines each symbol.

Extending the activity 

Organize a Spicy Food Fair. Prepare several of the recipes you have collected. You might select one recipe from each continent. Arrange to have a banquet for your class. As a part of the festivities, bring samples of various spices you've studied for everyone to see and smell. Be careful, though, not to breathe in any pepper!



� Teacher's Notes 

Once you've enjoyed zesty, well-spiced dishes, it's not very appealing to face a diet of bland food. It is little wonder that wealthy individuals in medieval Europe were willing to pay dearly for small parcels of nutmeg, cloves, pepper, and other spices brought by ship and caravan from the East Indies. In the modern world, almost every culture has developed favorite dishes using spices imported from distant lands. As students learn about the legacy and uses of a particular spice, they utilize and develop geography skills and cultural awareness, as well as gain botanical, historical, and culinary knowledge.

Activity Description

In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia to learn about the sources and properties of spices. After choosing a spice, they learn about the plant from which it comes and the dishes in which it is used. They then combine their research with that of other students to compile a dictionary of spice information, and a map showing regions in which particular spices are grown. As an optional extension, students can work together to prepare dishes from various cultures in which the spices they've studied are used and host a banquet for the class.

Objectives

Develop an awareness of properties of certain plants. (Botany)

Demonstrate a knowledge of foods of various cultures. (Social Studies, Multicultural Awareness)

Develop an awareness of trade goods and trade routes in the ancient world and the medieval period. (History, Geography, Economics)

Develop a knowledge of regions where particular plant spices grow. (Geography, Botany) 

Completing the Activity

Brainstorm with the class a list of spices commonly used in foods we eat. Expand the discussion to include spices used in dishes popular in cultures outside the United States. Encourage students with ties to other cultures to add to the list. Suggest to students that they skim the article "Spices" in Encarta Encyclopedia to learn more about kinds of spices and to gain a sense of how important the spice trade was in prior eras. Students can use the Related Articles or Find buttons to locate articles about individual spices and the places in which they are grown. They should also gather information outside of class by looking at spices at home or in a grocery store, talking with talented cooks, and locating recipes in recipe books. Students may use a word-processing program as they compile their dictionary of spices and recipe book. Suggest that students navigate from the Atlas "Zoom In" feature to find out about countries and islands that are the sources of spices.

Meeting Individual Needs

Challenge Activity - Encourage interested students to do research to find out more about the spice trade that flourished during the Middle Ages and the caravan routes and trading cities associated with it. These students might mark these routes and cities on the spice map the class created for the main activity and then share what they have learned with the class.

Students Acquiring English - Students from other cultures will be able to make significant contributions to this project. Encourage students to describe foods that are part of their native culture and to collect recipes from family members to include in the cookbook.

Taking It Further

Interested students might try growing spices such as thyme, basil, and rosemary in a community garden or in milk-carton planters set on a sunny windowsill. Encourage students to compare the aroma and flavor of fresh spices with dried spices sold commercially.

Foods are an important part of a culture's holidays or festivals. Have students choose a holiday celebrated in a particular culture and describe the events, rituals, foods, and other aspects of the day. 

 

ARCHITECTURE

� Homes Through the Ages 

What if you could choose to live in any type of dwelling known on earth? Would you choose a medieval European palace, an apartment in ancient Rome, a simple mud and brick house, a log cabin, a tepee of the Plains people, or perhaps an Inuit iglu? Through Encarta Encyclopedia, housing and architecture in every culture is yours to explore. In this activity, you'll locate descriptions, photos, paintings, and drawings of the houses and other types of dwellings built by peoples around the world, from ancient to modern times. You'll sketch floor plans based on the information you find and compare their features. You'll choose your favorite dwelling, present its design, and describe your reasons for choosing this type of house.

Completing the activity 

1. Investigate Kinds of Houses

Begin your investigation of houses by exploring the encyclopedia's Guided Tour on Homes. Then look at individual articles for more information. These questions can guide you in your research:

What building materials are used in different kinds of houses?

How has architecture for family dwellings changed from ancient to modern times?

What styles of home architecture were favored in different parts of the world and at different times in history? Learn about dwellings in China, Japan, Iran, India, America, ancient Rome, ancient Greece, the Middle East, and in tribal cultures. 

As you locate pictures and descriptions of dwellings, you might want to mark each place using the Notemark feature of the encyclopedia.

2. Think About Floor Plans

A floor plan is a map of a building. To familiarize yourself with how to draw a floor plan, you might want to study one of the encyclopedia's cathedral floor plans. You might also want to sketch, at least in an approximate way, the floor plan of your own home. Think about the size and function of each room and why it is laid out in a particular pattern.

3. Make Sketches of Housing Floor Plans

Using the text descriptions, photographs, and other Gallery items you have located as references, create sketches of the floor plans of various houses you read about. 

Hint: You might want to use the encyclopedia's Copy and/or Print functions to copy each description and picture to its own page, on which you can then sketch the floor plan.

4. Compare Various Housing Designs

Evaluate and compare the different floor plans you have sketched. Consider their design advantages and disadvantages. Create a chart to help you organize the following information about the different dwelling types:

Dwelling type

Age or period

Place or culture

Unique features

Design advantages

Design disadvantages 

5. Choose Your Favorite Dwelling

Based on what you have learned and considered, choose a style of dwelling that you would like to live in. Make a refined drawing of the floor plan. Also create an illustration of what you envision the structure to look like from the outside. Write a paragraph or detailed caption that explains the design features that influenced your choice. Present your work in a brief oral report to your class.



� Teacher's Notes 

For as long as humans have flourished, they have built and dwelt in houses of various kinds. From the ancient Italian apartment-type dwellings pictured in a fresco on Pompeii's Villa of the Mysteries to Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater, Encarta Encyclopedia provides a rich visual resource with which students may explore the concepts of shelter and lifestyle. As they study housing design, students encounter art and architecture of civilizations and tribal cultures from around the world, from ancient to modern times.

Activity Description

In this activity students investigate the design of houses throughout history and around the world. They sketch floor plans of various dwellings using Encarta Encyclopedia's descriptions as a guide. Students compare types of homes by evaluating distinctive design features and assessing the advantages and disadvantages of each type of dwelling. Students then choose one type of structure in which to imagine themselves living, make a refined sketch of this dwelling, and describe the features that influenced their choice.

Objectives

Learn about the types and designs of homes from various cultures throughout history. (History, Geography, Social Studies)

Appreciate the art and architecture of various world cultures. (Architecture, Multicultural Awareness)

Compare and evaluate designs and features of various dwellings. (Critical Thinking)

Create floor plans of dwellings, using photos, drawings, and descriptive text as sources of information. (Drafting, Design, Geometry) 

Completing the Activity

After students have taken the Guided Tour on Homes and browsed through the historical information in articles such as "House," "Architecture," and "Building Construction," encourage them to use the Related Articles button to access other helpful articles. These include "Art and Architecture" references for a number of cultures. Also encourage students to use the Notemark feature to mark drawings, photos, and text descriptions of houses as they locate them in various articles.

Encourage students to locate on a map the countries and places they read about using the Encarta Encyclopedia's Atlas.

After students complete their refined floor plan sketches and/or illustrations, encourage them to use the word-processing program in the encyclopedia to produce captions for their art work.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - This activity readily lends itself to adaptation for various age groups. Have students in lower grades draw pictures of the dwelling places they would like to live in and describe their reasons for choosing those homes. Mount student drawings of houses around a world map, and have students pin up lengths of colored yarn leading to the locations where each house type originated.

Students Acquiring English - Students acquiring English may benefit from assistance with unfamiliar vocabulary or concepts they encounter in their research. Pair students acquiring English with others who are fluent in English to assist in vocabulary and concept acquisition. Also encourage non-native speakers to share any information on dwelling types from other parts of the world with which they might be familiar.

Taking It Further

Suggest that students imagine that they are living in a house in the period and country of their choice. Have them write vivid journal entries describing how they imagine the sights, sounds, flavors, routines, and other sensory details of daily life at that time and place to be.

Students might enjoy designing a floor plan for a future home. Have them describe their design innovations orally or in writing. 

 

MUSIC

� World Music on the Air 

Every culture on earth has music, and almost everywhere you travel you will encounter distinctive musical styles. Many great classical, jazz, and pop composers have gained inspiration and fresh musical ideas from music of other cultures. This activity will give you a chance to introduce your classmates to some unusual and wonderful sounds. You will develop an informational radio show in which you present a program of recorded music from various parts of the world.

Completing the activity 

1. Explore World Music

Encarta Encyclopedia includes brief recordings of a great many types of music from many cultures: sacred music, folk music, traditional music, popular music, and classical music. Explore the encyclopedia's Guided Tour on Musical Genres to find audio selections and sample musical forms from various regions. Also use the Pinpointer to locate more selections and information. Use Notemarks to mark types of music you like.

2. Choose Recordings

Make a list of samples of international music in the encyclopedia you think your classmates would find interesting. Choose six to eight samples to include in your program.

3. Learn About the Music and the Cultures

Read the material in the encyclopedia that accompanies the audio clips to learn how each type of music developed, what instruments are used to play it, and at what kinds of events the music is played.

4. Write a Script

Decide on an order in which to present the musical selections. Using your notes, write an informational introduction to each selection. Next, write a brief opening for your program. Then create an audio script that includes the opening, the introductions, and the listings of the musical selections you will present, all in proper order.

5. Record the Program

Use a portable tape recorder to record your program. Wait for a quiet time to do this. Read from your script in a natural voice. Be sure to speak clearly. Tape-record the music clips from Encarta Encyclopedia at the points indicated in your script.

6. Present the Program

Invite several classmates to listen to your finished program. Afterward, encourage your listeners to share their opinions of each type of music.

Extending the activity 

Stage a festival of world music at your school. Gather recordings of types of international music you like. (Many libraries lend recordings of music from other countries.) Also invite people in your community who play or sing music of other cultures to perform. (If there is a community center, a cultural center, or a music store in your community, you may be able to obtain names of individuals and groups whom you could invite to perform.) Work with a teacher or administrator to arrange a time and place for the festival. When you present the performers, be sure to introduce them by name. Also, be sure to introduce each recording by telling what type of music it is and where it comes from.

Consider becoming a performer of international music yourself. You might take a few lessons from a member of an international music group. Or, if you already play an instrument, you might learn a song from another culture, or experiment with playing music in a style that comes from another culture. 



� Teacher's Notes 

Music is universal in that it is a part of every culture on earth. It is particular in that the styles of music created by different cultures vary infinitely. Experiencing and learning to enjoy music from other cultures and nations is part of a multicultural education. It is also a joyful experience that can motivate students to explore other art forms from particular cultures, learn about the peoples and the regions from which favorite types of music come, and develop their own musical abilities.

Activity Description

In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia's Category menus and audio clips to sample styles of traditional and popular music from all parts of the world. They select styles they enjoy, write and record informative introductions about these styles of music, and record samples of those styles to present in an audio program featuring world music.

Objectives

Explore the breadth of traditional music styles. (Music, Multicultural Awareness)

Do research to learn about the cultural significance of various styles of music. (Multicultural Awareness, Geography, History)

Write and record introductions to musical selections. (Language Arts, Speech) 

Completing the Activity

Advise students to begin the project by exploring the Guided Tour on Musical Genres. Make sure students are familiar with how to use the encyclopedia's forward and backward arrows (accessible through the Browse Panel) to navigate through articles in the Music category. Also make sure students know how to click on the sound icon to make the music samples play. Encourage students to visualize instruments playing as they listen to the music samples.

Once students have identified styles of music they want to include in their program, they can use Encarta Encyclopedia to find out how each style developed, what instruments performers use to create that kind of music, and at what kinds of events the music is played. Students next use this information to write introductions to the pieces they have chosen, incorporate these into a broadcast script, and then record their program.

As students learn about various musical styles, encourage them to take notes using the word-processing feature of the encyclopedia.

Note that students will need a portable tape recorder, an audiocassette, and a quiet environment in order to record audio clips from the encyclopedia and their spoken introductions. Before students begin, review with them the proper operation of a tape recorder.

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - This activity is appropriate for students in lower grades. Consider having students choose four selections rather than six to eight. Some students may also need help operating the tape recorder.

Students Acquiring English - Many students whose families have roots in other cultures will have recordings of the music of those cultures at home. Invite them to bring these to class and explain to other students how, when, and where this music is performed.

Taking It Further

Have students plan and tape-record a radio show featuring an in-depth presentation of one of the music styles they included in their broadcast. One or two students can play the role of disk jockey and announcer, and another student can be in charge of the music. Encourage students to include interesting commentary about the performers they feature.

Invite a professional musician to visit your classroom and talk about his or her work. Prior to the visit, work with students to compile a list of questions they would like to ask. 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE

� Fashions Through History 

During the 18th century, a fashionable man of London would never have considered appearing at a public affair without his powdered wig. His wife, too, would have been properly attired in a dress that fitted tightly over a corset that compressed her body into the shape of an hourglass. Twenty years ago in the United States, trendy women and men sometimes wore shoes with seven-inch platform heels. Such heels nearly prevented walking and resulted in numerous broken ankles, but in the wearer's eyes, they represented the essence of good taste. Throughout history, fashion trends have been unusual, uncomfortable, expensive, and, in some cases, even harmful. In this activity you will use Encarta Encyclopedia to find out more about fashions and fads through history.

Completing the activity 

1. Browse Fashions Through the Ages

To begin your search, read about different types of fashions. Read the article "Clothing" or use the encyclopedia's Find button to access general information about fashion. Look for answers to these questions:

How did fashion develop?

What fashion trends can you trace over time and across cultures?

What forces change fashion?

What can clothing tell you about a person's age, occupation, or lifestyle? 

2. Select a Focus

Narrow your topic to a manageable size. You could focus on footwear, hairstyles, jewelry, hats, masks, children's fashions, or men's fashions. You might choose to focus on a specific type of fashion, such as theatrical dress, wedding gowns, or clothes for warfare. Or you might select a fabric such as lace, silk, or cotton that has historical, economic, and social importance.

3. Research Your Topic

Explore your topic using the encyclopedia. Be creative in your search. You can access information by looking up articles on a particular clothing item, such as "Hat" or "Shoes." You can explore more general topics such as fashion. You can also read about people of different eras and look at the illustrations or photographs that accompany these articles. Illustrations can provide valuable information about the fashions that were popular during particular eras.

4. Prepare Sketches

Artists are often the first people to introduce new fashions to the general public. Review the fashion section of a national newspaper and find some artists' renditions of current styles. Using these as a model, prepare four to six sketches of the fashion element you have researched. You should decide whether to create life-sized sketches that could be used in a fashion show, or smaller drawings that could be part of a magazine spread.

Hint: To create life-sized sketches, obtain a roll of butcher paper. Trace full-sized outlines of a classmate onto the paper. Then draw the fashion on the life-sized forms. Cut out the finished figures and tape heavy wire around the edges so the figures hold their shape.

5. Write a Commentary

Write a brief commentary to accompany each sketch. Try to answer these questions:

When and where was this item worn?

What materials was it constructed from?

Who typically wore this item?

What other significance did it have? (Many unusual items of clothing had religious, social, or ceremonial significance.)

Was it comfortable to wear? Why or why not? 

6. Present Your Fashion

Put your information into final form. If you have chosen to create a magazine spread, lay out your sketches on two facing sheets of paper. Type your commentaries, cut them out, and paste them beneath the sketches. If you are putting on a fashion show, you might have a fashion assistant walk your life-sized figures down a runway as you read the commentaries aloud.



� Teacher's Notes 

Throughout history, fashion trends have reflected trends in society. What was worn, where, and by whom was often strictly dictated. Clothes were developed for special celebrations, for mourning, and for the theater. In some cultures, certain colors were reserved for clergy members, women, royalty, and hunters. Also, the history of such fabrics as silk or cotton is intertwined with cultural, social, and economic issues.

Activity Description

In this activity students explore clothing and fashion through the ages. They use Encarta Encyclopedia to find out about general fashion trends and to research a particular aspect of fashion that interests them. Students present their findings in one of two ways: in a fashion show with an oral commentary, or as a magazine spread.

Objectives

Learn about fashions through the ages in different cultures. (History, Multicultural Awareness)

Investigate fashions in different parts of the world. (Geography)

Gain an understanding of how political, religious, and social issues can affect fashion. (Social Studies)

Create a fashion display or show. (Art) 

Completing the Activity

This activity is appropriate for students to complete individually or in small groups. 

Students begin this activity by gaining an overview of fashion in different parts of the world over time. The Pinpointer feature in the encyclopedia will be useful for searching broad topics such as costumes. Students might also begin by browsing the Timeline and Atlas features and clicking the colored text or the Go to Article option to get a sense of fashion trends over several centuries and in different geographical regions. Suggest that students use the Media Gallery in the encyclopedia to search for photographs of costumes.

After students have explored the topic generally, they select a specific aspect of fashion to focus on. If students have trouble narrowing their topic, you might suggest that they consider one of these topics: children's fashions, work clothes, royal costumes, traveling clothes, formal wear, special occasion costumes, wedding dresses, or mourning clothes.

Once students have chosen their topics, they can access related articles by clicking the Related Articles button. Help students be creative in their search for pictures in the encyclopedia. Point out that pictures of clothing can be found in art, paintings, statues, coins of the era, and visual representations of theatrical performances. Students might search in the Gallery Wizard under "head" for pictures of hairstyles or earrings.

Students might print out photographs from the Media Gallery to illustrate their presentations or to guide them in their fashion sketches. 

Meeting Individual Needs

Younger Students - Divide the class into small groups and assign a topic to each group. Or let each group choose its focus from a list you provide. You might also provide each group with a list of entries and topics to explore in Encarta Encyclopedia.

Students Acquiring English - The visual nature of this project will make it accessible to all students acquiring English. Pair students acquiring English with students fluent in English. Students from countries other than the United States might enjoy focusing on their home country for this project. They might also have photographs from their home country that can provide their group with fashion examples from real life.

Taking It Further

Suggest that students evaluate American fashions of today and try to identify influences from other parts of the world. Encourage students to use the encyclopedia's bibliographic entries to help them find fashion-related books. Also encourage students to look for examples of fashion design in newspapers and magazines and read the accompanying commentaries to find out what the fashion designers have to say about the factors that influence their designs.

 

EARTH SCIENCE

� Natural Disaster Task Force 

Imagine you have just been asked by the President of the United States to join a task force to help the country be better prepared for natural disasters. Among your jobs will be to construct a map of the United States that shows the regions that are struck most frequently by each kind of natural disaster. You'll use photos, movies, articles, and diagrams in Encarta Encyclopedia to learn where and why earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, and other natural disasters occur. You'll identify what you think are the safest and the most dangerous places to live in the United States, and support your conclusions with information gathered from your research.

Completing the activity 

1. Think About Natural Disasters 

Begin the project by exploring Encarta Encyclopedia's Guided Tours on Forces of Nature and Disasters. Then use the encyclopedia to locate statistics about various kinds of natural disasters, such as floods, earthquakes, fires, hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, blizzards, and lightning strikes. Answer these questions: What kinds of damage typically are caused by each kind of natural disaster? When and where in the United States have the worst of these disasters occurred?

2. Construct a Disaster Profile Chart

As you browse through articles on these topics, note the dates of major disasters that have occurred in the United States, along with their locations and some facts about the damage that occurred. Record information about the following in a chart:

Hurricanes

Floods

Fire Disasters

Earthquakes

Blizzards

Tsunamis

Volcanic Eruptions

Tornadoes

Lightning Strikes 

3. Map the Locations of Natural Disasters

Use the Atlas feature of the encyclopedia to locate and print out a map of the United States. Use paint or colored pens to emphasize the country's major physical features, such as rivers, plains, and mountain ranges. Also include the names and boundaries of the states and/or major cities. Using push pins, toothpick flags, colored dots, or other symbols, pinpoint the locations of various disasters you learned of. Include a map key that explains the meanings of the symbols on the map.

4. Make Recommendations

Based on your map, decide where in the United States people are safest from natural disasters. Then decide where in the United States residents run the greatest risk of being harmed by a natural disaster. Make a list of "The Three Safest Places to Live" and "The Three Most Dangerous Places to Live" in the United States. Mount the lists on cards and display them with your map.

5. Support Your Findings

For each location you listed, create a fact sheet that supports your conclusion. Use excerpts from articles, statistics, and other evidence you gathered during your research in Encarta Encyclopedia. You might want to include photographs of damage from specific disasters in the fact sheets.

Extending the activity 

Learn about how United States government agencies work to predict and respond to disasters. Use the Find button to help you locate information. The Related Articles button will help you find names of government agencies and other organizations that provide disaster assistance. Then create a report card for our country's ability to predict, monitor, and respond to one type of natural disaster.



� Teacher's Notes 

When unleashed, the forces of nature can make most human endeavors seem trivial indeed. And with each new natural disaster, people realize anew the importance of knowledge, preparedness, and advance warnings. This activity leads students to use Encarta Encyclopedia to learn about the scientific causes and effects of nature's extreme events; to gain an understanding of geology and human interaction with the land; and to identify ways in which the government responds to natural disasters.

Activity Description

In this activity students imagine they are members of a presidential task force on natural disasters. They research natural disasters in the encyclopedia and find out what types of disasters frequently occur in various parts of the United States. They then create a map that shows the patterns of occurrence of different kinds of natural disasters in the United States, and use their findings to generate a list of the three safest and the three most dangerous places in the United States to live. Students support their conclusions with facts, photographs, and statistics.

Objectives

Research the occurrence of natural disasters in the United States. (Earth Science, History, Geography)

Create a map with symbols depicting patterns of disasters by type. (Geography, Critical Thinking)

Draw conclusions and make generalizations based on factual information, and support those conclusions in writing. (Critical Thinking, Content-Area Writing) 

Completing the Activity

Encourage students to begin their research by navigating the encyclopedia's Guided Tours on Forces of Nature and Disasters, and then by investigating each disaster type by topic. Suggest that students refer to Gallery items such as the movies on hurricanes and earthquakes, the animations on plate tectonics and the formation and eruption of volcanoes, and the encyclopedia's many historic photographs. Encourage students to use the Notemark feature to mark events in articles as they come across them. If necessary, assist students in printing out copies of the encyclopedia's physical map of the United States for use in this activity.

Students construct a Disaster Profile Chart including information on locations, dates, and other facts about natural disasters in the United States. This information can then be transferred to the Encarta Encyclopedia map of the United States, which students have printed out.

Encourage students to complete the extension activity. The Related Articles and Find buttons in the encyclopedia will lead students to information about services provided by the Red Cross, the National Guard, the National Weather Service, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency, among others.

Meeting Individual Needs

Students Acquiring English - Pair students acquiring English with students fluent in English. Encourage partners to create a glossary or card file of scientific, geographic, and governmental terms they encounter in their research and to refer to the list as needed. The visual nature of items in the Gallery and Atlas will assist students in completing this activity.

Younger Students - The depth of this inquiry can be adjusted for younger grades. Guide students to focus on what happens during each type of natural disaster. The encyclopedia's dramatic visuals will provide a basic understanding of the nature and extent of damages caused by each type of event. Have students work in pairs to complete the activity.

Taking It Further

Review the steps people should take in the classroom and at home to prepare for natural disasters. Also review the procedures to be taken during natural disasters. Create a checklist of preparations and supplies needed for the emergencies common to your region. Encourage students to help their families prepare at home.

 

ARCHITECTURE AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

� An Architectural Tour of Your Community 

A society's architecture offers valuable insight into its values and ideals. The perfectly balanced Greek temples are reflections of the ancient Greeks' emphasis on harmony and order. And when Washington, D.C., was founded, idealistic leaders promoted the construction of neoclassical structures that resemble those of ancient Greece. What are the architectural treasures of your community? What architectural traditions have influenced the types of buildings constructed? In this activity you'll research architectural styles throughout the world. You'll then design a walking tour of your community that highlights significant architectural sites.

Completing the activity 

1. Learn About Architectural Styles

To gain an overview, first read the"Architecture" article in Encarta Encyclopedia. Find out about the types of dwellings people traditionally lived in or built as gathering places. Also explore the Guided Tour on Landmarks and read about distinctive structures such as pagodas, amphitheaters, Ming temples, and Gothic cathedrals; port and lintel structures; arch and vault buildings; Elizabethan, Victorian, and Edwardian buildings; and Islamic and Greek architecture. Also investigate American architecture, noting information about influences on American architecture in different regions of the country.

2. Investigate Your Community's Architecture

Look carefully at the styles of architecture in your community and compare these with styles of architecture found in other parts of the world. How many different influences can you find? Here are some questions to consider:

Does your community have churches, mosques, synagogues, temples, or cathedrals that were influenced by a particular architectural style? Describe the buildings and the influences that helped shaped them.

Does your community have a theater, amphitheater, or stadium? What architectural style influenced its design?

Describe some of the older homes in your community. Which architectural styles influenced their design or construction?

Did any famous architects design buildings in your community?

Do you see evidence of modern or postmodern movements in any buildings in your community? What other movements have influenced the design of buildings in your area? 

3. Plan an Architectural Tour

Plan an architectural tour of your community. You may wish to interview a local architect or a historical archivist to obtain information on particularly significant buildings. Map a route that will take participants past as many interesting sites as possible. You might augment your map with snapshots of the sites and printouts from the encyclopedia that show design links. Also include a brief description of each site. If you like, you might invite a group of people to accompany you on the tour you have designed.

Extending the activity 

Learn about the life and accomplishments of one of America's great architects, such as Julia Morgan, Bernard Maybeck, I. M. Pei, or Frank Lloyd Wright. Create a visual display of their work that includes descriptions and photographs or drawings of their most famous buildings.



� Teacher's Notes 

Architects of public buildings often reinterpret stylistic or structural elements from the distant past in their designs. Many also look to other cultures for inspiration, as well as for ways to make their buildings more durable, functional, and aesthetically pleasing.

Activity Description

In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia to learn about architectural styles and traditions around the world. They then examine the architecture of buildings in their own community and identify architectural traditions that influenced their design. Finally, students plan a walking tour of significant architectural sites in their community.

Objectives

Develop a knowledge of world cultures through the study of architecture. (Geography, Art, Multicultural Awareness)

Learn how a society's values shape architectural styles. (Social Studies, Multicultural Awareness)

Discover architecturally significant buildings in the local community and identify their historical and cultural influences. (Architecture, Critical Thinking) 

Completing the Activity

Students begin the activity by reading the "Architecture" article in the encyclopedia and exploring the Guided Tour on Landmarks, which includes several architectural monuments. Encourage them to use the Media Gallery to locate specific architectural sites.

Suggest that students use the Notemark feature to mark topics they wish to remember as they plan their tour. Direct students to these categories: National and Regional Art, Periods and Styles, and Architecture. They may also consult the bibliographic entries for more in-depth study.

Encourage students to contact knowledgeable sources in their community, such as city planners, librarians, historical society members, and local architects. These people can provide the names and locations of notable sites that may be unfamiliar to students.

Assist students as needed to survey sites and create a walking tour. Encourage them to include brief information about the sites on the tour as well as pictures from the encyclopedia that show architectural similarities or influences.

Encourage students to complete the extension activity described on the student page.

Meeting Individual Needs

Students Acquiring English - Have students work with partners fluent in English as they research topics in Encarta Encyclopedia. Suggest that they print out visual examples of architectural types and create a pictorial glossary for reference. Encourage students to compare the architectural styles of their community with the architecture of their country of origin.

Challenge Activity - Have students research the process of creating a major structure, from design to construction. Students can present their findings in a flow chart or timeline.

Taking It Further

Have students plan a city that features architectural designs from many different parts of the world. Make sure students provide the necessary resources for a sustainable city, such as roads, hospitals, schools, parks, electrical power, and water supplies. Provide mechanical pencils and large sheets of paper for students to use in creating their drawings.

Invite a local architect to visit your classroom and talk about her or his work. Before the visit, have students generate a list of questions to ask. 
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