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Product Overview








Microsoft Exchange Server �is the e-mail server with integrated groupware that makes it easier to communicate. It combines electronic mail, group scheduling, electronic forms, and groupware applications on a single platform that you can manage with a centralized administration program. It is the most reliable way to send e-mail and access groupware applications over the Internet or any other network.


Until now, businesses looking for a messaging system had two choices. Host-based systems provide powerful administration capabilities but are costly and don’t integrate well with PC-based applications. LAN-based systems integrate with PC-based applications but are less scalable and reliable. Microsoft Exchange Server is the �e-mail server with integrated groupware that eliminates these trade-offs while �making it easier to communicate.


Microsoft Exchange Server is rock-solid e-mail. It provides the reliability and security essential to mission-critical applications. Messages are delivered consistently, and they can be signed and sealed with digital signatures and encryption to ensure security. And the client/server architecture of Microsoft Exchange ensures that any volume of e-mail will be routed quickly.


You can save time by automatically booking meetings with others, as well �as managing appointments and tasks, using the Microsoft Schedule+ group scheduling and personal calendaring program. Microsoft Exchange also features built-in groupware that provides a single platform for bulletin boards and customer-tracking applications.


Microsoft Exchange provides built-in connectivity to the Internet without �compromise. The Microsoft Exchange Internet Mail Connector provides high-performance SMTP connectivity for fast Internet e-mail. You can also establish a virtual private network using the Internet as a WAN to connect Microsoft Exchange clients and servers.


Installing and configuring Microsoft Exchange is easy. Routing and directory replication are configured automatically when adding servers to an existing Microsoft Exchange site. You can track messages so that you always know their status and location, even when they are sent over a gateway. And intelligent monitors automatically notify you of problems and proactively reset the system.


In short, Microsoft Exchange Server can make your business communications easier. And it integrates seamlessly with the rest of the Microsoft BackOfficeTM family of server products to create powerful client/server solutions that help you make the most of a world of information.





�Product Highlights


Reliable e-mail


•	Microsoft Exchange Server reliably moves e-mail and files through your system regardless of the number of users or servers; it can grow with your organization.


•	Users can access e-mail, meeting requests, electronic forms, faxes, and more from the Microsoft Exchange Client. Special server-based rules automatically process incoming messages, even when users are out of the office. And rich-text formatting and editing capabilities make it easier for users to get their points across.


The Microsoft Exchange Client provides a single interface for sending, sharing, and managing information in both personal and public folders. 
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•	Microsoft Exchange supports multiple connections among sites, so if one �connection goes down, the system automatically reroutes messages through �another. And it balances the load over the remaining connections to maximize performance. Its fault-tolerant database, combined with “hot backup” and service capabilities, virtually eliminates server downtime.


•	Local replication makes it possible to synchronize personal and public folders between your local machine and the server so that users can work offline. And you can tap into the Remote Access Services (RAS) in the Microsoft Windows NTTM Server network operating system for remote connectivity anywhere, anytime.


�Built-in Internet connectivity


•	With the Internet Mail Connector, support for MIME and UUENCODE ensures �the delivery over the Internet of rich attachments in messages. On the client, URL addresses in the text of messages are converted automatically to “hot links” to the World Wide Web.


•	Microsoft Exchange Server makes it easy to control who has access to Internet mail. The Internet Mail Connector can accept or reject messages on a per-host basis. In addition, you can choose how you want to implement MIME/UUENCODE compatibility for each instance of the Internet Mail Connector.


Integrated groupware


•	Fully integrated with Microsoft Exchange Server, Schedule+ provides powerful group scheduling for all the users and resources across a distributed organization.


Meeting planners can use Microsoft Schedule+ to view free and busy times for all meeting attendees. 





�





•	Microsoft Exchange public folders enable information sharing throughout a geographically dispersed organization via message-based replication of messages, forms, documents, and more.


•	No programming is required to create electronic forms using the Microsoft �Exchange Forms Designer or to create custom views for displaying information. These forms and views can be combined with public folders to create groupware applications. Developers can customize these applications even further with the Microsoft Visual Basic® programming system or the Microsoft Visual C++® development system.


Centralized administration


•	Whether your enterprise has one Microsoft Exchange Server or hundreds, the graphical Administrator program provides a single window into the system.


By displaying the entire organization in a hierarchical structure, the Administrator program enables you to navigate and manage all elements in a geographically dispersed system.
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•	Organizations now running Microsoft Mail can use the Migration Wizard to move users automatically to Microsoft Exchange Server. In the meantime, current �Microsoft Mail users can easily exchange messages and meeting requests with Microsoft Exchange, using the integrated Microsoft Mail Connector.


•	Tight integration with Windows NT Server enables you to create Microsoft �Exchange mailboxes at the same time you add users to Windows NT Server. Plus, you can troubleshoot and track performance using tools in Windows NT Server.





�Technical Features


E-mail�
•	Universal Inbox for access to all information sources via Messaging API (MAPI)�
�
�
•	Integrated remote connectivity via Point-to-Point Protocol (PPP) and RAS�
�
�
•	Rich-text formatting and editing, including drag-and-drop and in-place editing�
�
�
•	Server-based rules (AutoAssistants) for processing mail�
�
�
•	Local replication for offline folder synchronization�
�
�
•	Optional digital signatures and public and private key �encryption�
�
�
•	Integration with the Windows NT security model for secure logons, discretionary access controls, auditing, and security IDs�
�
�
•	Native X.400 Message Transfer Agent conforming to the CCITT 1984 and 1988 standard�
�
Groupware�
•	Group scheduling and personal calendaring�
�
�
•	Integrated task and contact management�
�
�
•	Multiple calendar views�
�
�
•	Built-in bulletin boards and customer-tracking applications�
�
�
•	Customizable views for specifying column, grouping, and sorting criteria to organize, manage, and display information in folders�
�
�
•	Multimaster message-based replication of public folders�
�
�
•	Sample public folder applications�
�
�
•	Microsoft Exchange Forms Designer�
�
�
•	Extension of Microsoft Exchange applications with Visual Basic and Visual C++�
�
Administration�
•	Centralized management of system components with the graphical Administrator program�
�
�
•	Server and link monitors for automatic notification and escalation of system problems�
�
�
•	Integration with Performance Monitor and Event Viewer in Windows NT Server�
�
�
•	Network-independent protocol support enables coexistence with Novell® NetWare® and other networks�
�
�
•	Built-in utilities for migrating data from Microsoft Mail for PC Networks and AppleTalk® Networks, Lotus® cc:MailTM, DECTM All-In-1TM, Verimation Memo, PROFS®, and �other systems�
�
�
•	Directory Synchronization Service for 32-bit multithreaded synchronization with Microsoft Mail and other systems�
�
�
•	Batch creation of users from Windows NT Server, NetWare 3.x Bindery, and NetWare 4.x NDS�
�
Internet Support�
•	Native SMTP connectivity, including support for MIME�
�
�
•	32-bit multithreaded performance with Internet Mail �Connector�
�
�
•	Message tracking support�
�
�
•	Automatic “hot links” to URL addresses on the Web in messages�
�
�
•	Use of Internet as WAN to connect Microsoft Exchange Server to Microsoft Exchange Clients or other Microsoft Exchange Servers�
�
�
•	Configuration of MIME/UUENCODE compatibility per connector instance�
�
�
•	Secure messages on Internet with digital signatures and encryption�
�
�
•	Forthcoming: Web browser access to Microsoft Exchange applications�
�
�
•	Forthcoming: Host Internet News in Microsoft Exchange applications�
�



The modular client/server architecture in Microsoft Exchange provides all the components for distributed enterprisewide messaging and groupware.
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�A scalable infrastructure for business communications


•	Grouping Microsoft Exchange Servers into sites—consisting of one or more servers connected on a high-bandwidth network—creates the infrastructure for unified administration, security, and communication services.


•	Multiple sites can be connected by various LAN or WAN options, including the Internet.


•	The administrator can manage all sites from a single console, while message routing and directory replication occur automatically within each site.
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�Specifications


Server:


•	For Intel® and compatible systems:


-	System with a 486/66 or faster microprocessor (Intel Pentium® 90 recommended)


-	24 MB of memory (32 MB recommended)


-	250 MB of available hard-disk space (500 MB recommended)


•	For RISC-based systems:


-	System with MIPS® R4x00 or Alpha AXPTM processor


-	32 MB of memory (48 MB recommended)


-	300 MB of available hard-disk space (500 MB recommended)


•	Microsoft Windows NT Server version 3.51 or later


•	CD-ROM drive


•	3.5" Macintosh® disk drive if installing Microsoft Mail Connector for AppleTalk


Clients:


•	For Microsoft Windows® version 3.1, Windows® for Workgroups version 3.11, �and Windows 95:


-	8 MB of memory (12 MB recommended); with Forms Designer, 12 MB of memory (16 MB recommended)


-	12–22 MB of available hard-disk space


•	For Microsoft Windows NT version 3.51 on Intel-based systems:


-	16 MB of memory (20 MB recommended); with Forms Designer, 20 MB of memory (24 MB recommended)


-	12–22 MB of available hard-disk space


•	For Microsoft Windows NT version 3.51 on RISC-based systems:


-	20 MB of memory (24 MB recommended)


-	15–22 MB of available hard-disk space


•	For MS-DOS® version 5.0 or later:


-	1 MB of memory (460K of free conventional memory)


-	2–3 MB of available hard-disk space


Flexible licensing options:


Microsoft offers flexible, cost-effective options for licensing the Microsoft BackOffice family of products. Acquire a Server License for the product and a Client Access License for each client computer that accesses the product. (A Client Access �License allows a computer to access the product on any server on the network.) Because usage patterns vary, a concurrent use option is also available. This licensing model lets you get exactly what you need for your business requirements, and graphical license management tools make the option you choose easy to administer.


Each member of the Microsoft Exchange Connector Series is licensed on a per-server basis. Once a connector is installed on a Microsoft Exchange Server, connector licenses must be acquired for each server in the same Microsoft �Exchange organization.


�Mission-critical support and service:


In addition to industry-specific support and development assistance from a worldwide network of Microsoft Solution Providers, Microsoft offers fee-based mission-critical support—including “server down” and 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week assistance. Authorized Support Centers are staffed by technicians specially trained and certified to support Microsoft products in a multivendor environment. As a result, you can be assured of getting strongly supported software and server products.


For more information: 


To access information via the World Wide Web, go to http://www.microsoft.com/exchange











Microsoft’s support services are subject to Microsoft’s then-current prices, terms, and conditions, which are subject to change without notice.
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