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�Product Overview





Microsoft® Internet Information Server (IIS), the only Web server integrated into Windows NT® Server, is powerful enough for the world’s biggest World Wide Web sites, yet easy enough to set up within an organization in minutes. By integrating directly with the Microsoft BackOffice™ server applications, Internet Information Server is the best platform for the new generation of Web applications.


�An Internet presence is a flexible, cost-effective way to establish close ties with a global audience. It can provide easy access to information and can help you gather information as well. However, until now, creating a Web site meant either building your own code or paying a steep price for functions that extend your core operating system.


Today there’s an easier option. �Microsoft Internet Information Server (IIS) is the quickest way to create an Internet presence. In less than 10 minutes, you can install all services on a computer running the Windows NT Server network operating system. And you can immediately publish existing files from file servers running �Windows NT Server and Novell® NetWare®, turning your local area network (LAN) into a corporatewide Web (or “intranet”) for accessing and sharing key information.


IIS is available at no charge on http://www.microsoft.com/, the �Microsoft home page. It’s also included in the Microsoft BackOffice family and the Windows NT Server 3.51 10-user �Network Value Pack.





�Once you’re up and running, operating and managing Internet Information Server is incredibly easy. It’s the only Web server that allows administrators to graphically monitor and log all activity on your Web site and to give new users access to network resources—either centrally or from a remote workstation on the Internet—with just a click of the mouse.


Designed to work with virtually all �client browsers on nearly any platform, Internet Information Server includes �Microsoft Internet Explorer, the best browser for the Windows® family of �operating systems.


Benchmark tests show that Internet Information Server outperforms all other Windows NT-based Web servers by a wide margin and even surpasses expensive UNIX® systems. This high performance means quick response for Web users, which can increase your connection capacity. And because IIS is tightly integrated with Windows NT Server, you only need to support one network operating system to get a high-performance, easy-to-manage Web server that provides a reliable, secure platform for your valuable data.


The most powerful, easy-to-use Web server for a new generation of Web applications.


Plus, Microsoft Internet Information Server paves the way for a whole new generation of Web applications, with its complete set of tools to support third-party applications. It also integrates easily with all databases compliant with the Open Database Connectivity (ODBC) specification, including Microsoft SQL Server™, Microsoft Access, and ORACLE®, enabling you to securely publish information from your database over the Internet, as well as to capture new information from customers and add it to your database.


By extending the power of Microsoft BackOffice server products to the Internet, Internet Information Server makes it easy to create powerful solutions that improve communications and deliver high-impact Web sites.
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Figure 1. he Internet Service Manager offers a single, easy-to-use, graphical user interface for managing Microsoft Internet Information Server.
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Figure 2.I nstall Internet Information Server services—including Web, FTP, and Gopher—on a Windows NT Server-based computer in less than 10 minutes using the graphical setup.


�The easiest way to create an intranet


In addition to creating a powerful Internet presence, you can use Microsoft Internet Information Server to create your own internal corporate intranet Web. Virtual Directories and Directory Browsing tools enable you to immediately and securely publish existing files from Windows NT Server- and Novell NetWare-based file servers to your intranet. This ability gives your users easy access to the information they need to do their jobs, without extensive programming and training costs.


By extending Windows NT Server �Directory Service onto the Internet, Internet Information Server gives users access to Web pages, Microsoft Office documents, shared files, corporate databases, legacy systems, and more, with just a click of the mouse. Using the graphical Internet Service Manager, you can centrally and securely manage all Web servers—on your LAN and around the world—over the Internet.


The most powerful Web server�you’ll find anywhere


Microsoft Internet Information Server is designed to take full advantage of the underlying high-performance architecture in Windows NT Server. Benchmark tests show that Internet Information Server is significantly faster than other�Windows NT Server-based Web servers and is also faster than expensive UNIX solutions that require proprietary hardware. And because it requires just 1 MB of system memory, you can create complex Web sites that can run on existing hardware without taxing your system resources. Plus, IIS supports SMP systems and RISC and Intel®-powered servers, so IIS scales as your need for Internet services grows.


The protected memory and micro-kernel architecture in Windows NT Server deliver maximum reliability and stability to keep your Web server running. You can use Windows NT Directory Services to limit access to privileged areas of your Web site. And the built-in Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) keeps your secure communications private by encrypting communications between IIS and all browsers that support SSL, �including Microsoft Internet Explorer and NetScape™ Navigator.


The Microsoft Internet Explorer Web browser, included at no extra charge, can unlock the potential of the Internet and your intranet for users of Windows. However, Internet Information Server is compatible with virtually all client browsers on any platform, so you can extend the high speed and ease of management to a wide range of users.


The Virtual Server capability in IIS makes it easy for each department to establish its own identity on the Internet or your intranet. Because IIS also makes it easy to securely host multiple Web sites on a single server, Internet service providers and information technology departments can optimize hardware investments and simplify systems management without jeopardizing security.


A whole new generation of�Web applications


Internet Information Server is designed �to deliver extensible solutions and make it possible to create high-impact Web sites. Tightly integrated with the Microsoft BackOffice family of server products, it is an easy-to-use, comprehensive vehicle for delivering thousands of existing BackOffice third-party solutions to your customers via the World Wide Web.


The Internet Server API (ISAPI)—built into Internet Information Server—enables a wide range of custom server extensions—from site-management utilities to total business solutions. ISAPI offers a simple way to adapt existing Win32-based or UNIX-based CGI applications to Internet Information Server solutions, and a powerful way to develop new Internet applications.


In addition, the IIS Internet Database Connector offers built-in connections to industry-standard ODBC-compliant �databases, including Microsoft SQL Server, Microsoft Access, ORACLE, Informix®, and SYBASE®, making it the easiest and fastest way to publish databases on the Internet or intranet.


Microsoft Internet Information Server is both the quickest way to create an Internet presence and the quickest way to turn your local area network into a corporate intranet Web. Create an Internet Web site to quickly and efficiently publish information around the globe and to gather customer information into your databases. And use your corporate Web help make your employees work smarter. IIS makes it easy to set up a Web site and to operate, manage, and track activity locally or remotely from a single desktop.


Technical Features


High-Performance Features


Fastest Web server available 


Runs as a Windows NT Service


Runs on all Windows NT Server–supported hardware platforms (Intel 486 and Pentium®, MIPS®, Alpha AXP™, and PowerPC™)


Uses advanced performance features of Windows NT Server 


Designed to scale from single-processor to multiprocessor architectures


�Internet Server API


Built into Internet Information Server to enable developing Internet applications


Integrates existing applications with a high-performance server 


Enables developers of Win32-based applications to use their expertise on the Internet


Internet Database Connector


Provides the capability to develop database applications that capture and report data using the World Wide Web as the database client


Supports dynamic HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) page generation to keep information up-to-date


Includes Microsoft SQL Server drivers for all SQL Server platforms and supports other databases with �Windows NT Server ODBC drivers


Integrated Security


Integrates user-level and object-level security with the Windows NT Server Directory Service


Supports standard Basic user authentication with all browsers or Windows NT Server


Challenge/response user authentication with Microsoft Internet Explorer version 2.0


Adopts existing user and file access control lists on internal Webs, minimizing administration of security 


Offers secure remote administration on the Internet, or your corporate Web, without requiring Secure Sockets Layer


Microsoft Secure Sockets Layer (SSL)


Includes support for encrypted communication channels between clients and servers


Uses the industry-standard SSL version 1.0 for secure communication�


Integrated Server Management


Centralized administration of multiple servers from a single location—including secure administration over the Internet with or without SSL (no clear-text administrator passwords passed) 


Integrated, centralized performance monitoring with Windows NT�Performance Monitor


Simple network management protocol (SNMP) Management Information Bases (MIBs) for reporting to SNMP management console 


Highly configurable service including TCP/IP time-outs, home page location, and multiple Virtual Directories—including roots located on other computers over the network—enabling administrators to publish information from existing servers


Multiple Virtual Servers (Multihoming) for hosting multiple, “branded” Web sites on a single server


Logging


Includes logging for all services, �including:


Logging to basic text file format with automatic rollover; logs can be saved and rotated automatically, based on size or frequency


Log file conversion utility to convert log files to standard formats and to improve analysis


Logging to ODBC data sources, such as SQL Server, allowing centralized log control and advanced log analysis with tools such as Microsoft Excel or Microsoft Access


Microsoft Internet Explorer


Includes free distribution of Microsoft Internet Explorer within your organization


Includes versions of Microsoft Internet Explorer for Windows, Windows for Workgroups, Windows 95,�Windows NT Workstation, and�Windows NT Server


Supports HTML 2.0 and extensions


Internet Explorer for Windows 3.1 and the Macintosh® are available for downloading at no charge from http://www.microsoft.com/


FTP and Gopher Service Features


FTP supports per-user default directories for connecting users directly to their location


Supports integrated, centralized �performance monitoring with�Windows NT Performance Monitor


Supports SNMP MIBs for reporting to SNMP management console


Provides a configurable connection (TCP/IP) port and connection time-out





SPECIFICATIONS


System requirements


Server:


Personal computer with a 486 or higher processor (486, Pentium, or Pentium Pro strongly recommended), or a MIPS R4x00- DEC™ �Alpha-, or PowerPC-based system 


Windows NT Server version 3.51 or later (Service Pack 3 required)


13 MB of memory (16 MB recommended) 


5 MB of available hard disk space 


CD-ROM drive (unless downloading from the Internet)


Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device





Mission-critical support and service


In addition to industry-specific support and development assistance from a worldwide network of Microsoft Solution Providers, Microsoft offers fee-based* mission-critical support—including “server-down” and 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week assistance. Authorized Support Centers are staffed by technicians specially trained and certified to support Microsoft products in a multivendor environment. As a result, you can be assured of getting strongly supported software and server products.


�*Support Services may vary outside the United States and Canada. For information on support in other locations, contact your local Microsoft subsidiary. Microsoft’s support services are subject to Microsoft’s then-current prices, terms, and conditions, which are subject to change without notice.
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�For more information


To access information via the World Wide Web, visit our World Wide Web site at http://www.microsoft.com/infoserv/





� To enable the Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) cryptographic feature of Internet Information Server, you must purchase a signed digital certificate from a Certificate Authority. Verisign has all the instructions for how to do this. To ensure the integrity of the SSL binaries included with IIS, you should get the CD-ROM version of this product from your reseller.









































