What's New in Windows NT Server 4.0 







New Features�Description��Ease of Use and Management ��Windows® 95 User Interface�The Microsoft® Windows 95 user interface has been integrated into Microsoft Windows NT® Server 4.0, making the server interface easier to use and consistent with Windows 95 and Windows NT Workstation 4.0.��Administrative Wizards�Administrative wizards group the common server management tools into a single place and walk you through the steps required for each task. Windows NT Server 4.0 includes the following Wizards: 

Add User Accounts Wizard: Makes it easy to add new users to a Windows NT Server network. 

Group Management Wizard: Easily create and manage groups of users. 

Managing File and Folder Access Wizard: Provides the ability to share drives and folders for Macintosh®, Microsoft, and Novell® network clients in one step, including security settings. 

Add Printer Wizard: Set up printers that are connected to your computer or are on a network and share them. Installs printer drivers on the server for “point and print” installation on clients. 

Add/Remove Programs Wizard: Install or remove programs from your computer. 

Install New Modem Wizard: Set up and detect modems that are connected to your computer. 

Network Client Administrator Wizard: Installs or updates network client workstations. 

License Wizard: Makes it easy for administrators to keep track of the software licenses they use for servers and clients.��Network Monitor�Powerful network diagnostic tool allows examining network traffic to and from the server at the packet-level. Allows capturing network traffic for later analysis, making troubleshooting network problems easier.��System Policy Editor and User Profiles�These two features allow system administrators to manage and maintain users’ desktops in a consistent manor. System policies are used for the standardization of desktop configurations and to enforce behavior and control the user work environment and actions. 

User profiles contain all user-definable settings for the work environment of a computer running Windows NT. Both policies and profiles can be stored on a network server, so as users move computers they always receive the same desktop, wherever their location. ��Task Manager�Task Manager is an integrated tool for monitoring applications and tasks, and reports key performance metrics of the Windows NT system. Task Manager provides detailed information on each application and process that are running on the workstation, as well as memory and CPU usage. Task Manager allows for the easy termination of applications and processes that are not responding, thereby improving system reliability.��Printing Enhancements�Printing performance is improved through server-based rendering of non-Postscript® print jobs. This results is a quicker return-to-application time and quicker return of control to the user after a print job is initiated. Printer drivers for shared printers are located on the server for “point and print” automatic client driver installation. Remote printer folders allow easier browsing of shared printers��Improved Windows NT Diagnostics Tool�Windows NT Server 4.0 includes an improved Windows NT diagnostics program that allows for easy examination of the system. The new version contains information on device driver information, network usage and system resource’s such as IRQ, DMA, and IO address’. This information is presented in a easy-to-view graphical tool that can also be run on a remote Windows NT system.��Performance Improvements ���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/ntserver/ntsbench.htm"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor File and Printer Sharing��Higher Network throughput—with up to 66% better performance on Fast Ethernet (100Mb/sec) LANs. (Test results from NSTL)���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/ntserver/ntsbench.htm"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Improved Scalability��Improvements in Windows NT Server 4.0 deliver better performance scalability on multiprocessor systems—especially those with more than four processors. New application programming interfaces for server application developers and better server performance deliver improved throughput and scalability for server applications such as Microsoft SQL Server™.���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/ntserver/ntsbench.htm"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Faster Internet Server��The combination of Windows NT Server 4.0 and Microsoft Internet Information Server 2.0 delivers up to 40% better Web server performance (Microsoft test results).��Intranet/Internet Services ��Internet Information Server 2.0�Improvements in Internet Information Server (IIS) version 2.0 include: 

Easier setup and administration of your Web sites: 

Installation integrated into Windows NT 4.0 setup allowing installation of IIS while installing Windows NT Server 

Server administration of IIS from any Web browser 

Supports logging server traffic to NCSA Common Log File format, as well as any ODBC database. 

Easier to setup SSL security using new Key Manager Tool 

Higher Performance 

Fastest Web server available for Windows NT Server—over 40% faster than IIS 1.0, with better scaling on multiprocessor systems 

Index Server—allows for content indexing and search capabilities of HTML and Office documents 

Supports HTTP byte-range enabling browsers to begin receiving data from any part of a file for enhanced performance 

Improved platform for building Internet applications: 



Improved programmability using ISAPI—for example, several server variables are now exposed, and nested if statements are supported, providing greater programming capabilities 

Improved database programmability with the Internet Database Connector (IDC)—multiple database queries can be grouped together for improved performance ���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/ntserver/search/"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Microsoft Index Server� (free downloadable component)�Microsoft Index Server automatically indexes the full text and properties of files, including HTML, on your server; whether it’s an Intranet, an Internet, or simply a file-and-print server. 

Indexes All Documents: Index Server allows you to query indexes and entire documents on Internet or Internet sites that are stored on an IIS server. The search engine has a unique ability to find documents in a wide variety of formats, such as text in a Word document, statistics on a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet, or the contents of an HTML page. 

Customizable Query Form: The Index Server allows the network administrator to create a customized query form enabling end users to choose parameters of their search. This form modification allows a user to search by either contents or other document properties, such as author and subject. 

Automatic Maintenance: The Microsoft Index Server was designed for a “Zero Maintenance” environment where a server must be running 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Once setup, all the operations are automatic. This includes: automatic updates, index creation, and optimization, and crash recovery in case there’s a power failure. 

Administrative Tools: There are a number of built-in tools to help administrators optimize their query service. The performance monitoring capability gives administrators key information to gauge site performance—including the number of queries processed and the response time. 

Multiple Languages: Index Server provides built-in language support allowing end-users to query documents in seven different languages. Documents written in: Dutch, English (U.S. and International), French, German, Italian, Spanish, and Swedish can be searched.���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/frontpage/"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Microsoft FrontPage��Designed for non-programmers, yet robust enough even for experienced Web site developers, Microsoft FrontPage version 1.1 is the fast, easy way to create and manage professional-quality Web sites. With functionality such as WYSIWYG editing, wizards to step you through the creation of your Web site, it’s never been easier to publish on the Web! Microsoft FrontPage also makes it easy for large teams to work together to create and manage sites. Its combination of flexible client/server architecture, passwords, user authentication, and other security features enables contributors in different locations to securely update different pages simultaneously on the same site.��Communications Features��RAS Multilink Channel Aggregation�With PPP-compliant channel aggregation, RAS enables clients dialing into Windows NT Server 4.0 to combine all available dial-up lines to achieve higher transfer speeds. For example, users can combine two or more ISDN B channels to achieve speeds of 128K or greater, or combine two or more standard modem lines. This provides for overall increased bandwidth and even allows users to combine ISDN lines with analog modem lines for increased performance.��Point-to-Point Tunneling Protocol (PPTP)�PPTP provides a way to use public data networks such as the Internet to create a virtual private network connecting client PCs with servers. PPTP offers protocol encapsulation to support multiple protocols via TCP/IP connections and encryption of data for privacy, making it safer to send information over non-secure networks. This technology extends the capacity of RAS to enable remote access and securely extend private networks across the Internet, without the need to change the client software.���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/ntserver/communications/mpr.htm"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Multi-Protocol Router (MPR)��This service enables small- and medium-sized sites to deploy Windows NT Server as a low cost LAN-LAN routing solution, eliminating the need for a dedicated router. It provides LAN-LAN routing for IPX/SPX, TCP/IP and AppleTalk®.���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/ntserver/communications/tapi.htm"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Telephony API 2.0��The Telephony API (TAPI) enables development of integrated computer—telephony applications.��Cryptography APIs�A set of encryption APIs that allow developers to develop applications that work securely over non-secure networks, such as the Internet.��Network Integration Services��Distributed Component Object Model (DCOM)�The Component Object Model (COM) allows software developers to create component applications. Windows NT Server and Workstation 4.0 include Distributed COM (DCOM) which extends COM to allow components to communicate across networks. An example of a DCOM application would be a stock quote server object running on Windows NT Server—distributing quotes to multiple Windows NT Workstation clients. DCOM provides the infrastructure for connecting the objects on the two workstations and supports communication between the objects so that the user can receive the stock quotes. DCOM uses the same tools and technologies as COM, thereby preserving investments in training and software.���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/ntserver/dnstb.htm"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor DNS Server��Completely new version of DNS service. Features include a graphical administration utility and integration with WINS services for dynamic updates of host names and addresses. Through the WINS/DNS integration an end user can use DNS “compound” names to access a network resource. For example, using the Windows NT Explorer it is possible to access a share via a DNS name such as \\srv1.myco.com\public.��Updated Novell NetWare interoperability services�Client and Gateway Services for NetWare have been extended to support NetWare Directory Services (NDS). Added functionality includes browsing of NDS resources, NDS authentication and NDS printing. Supports authentication to multiple NDS trees. Support for processing login scripts has also been added. ��Windows 95 Remote Program Load (RPL)�Allows diskless Windows 95 clients to be booted from a Windows NT Server.���  �  PRIVATE HREF="http://198.105.232.4:80/misc/cpyright.htm"�MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor © 1996 Microsoft Corporation�  


