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The Easiest Server Operating System For Your Most Demanding Business Needs���

Product Overview

Microsoft® Windows NT® Server 4.0 is a powerful, multipurpose network operating system. Its ease of use, flexibility, and expanded Internet/intranet and communications services meet the most demanding requirements of today’s business computing environments, while providing the best network foundation for the future.

In today’s complex world of business computing, organizations need a network operating system that provides ease of use, flexibility, and tightly integrated communication services, as well as the ability to deliver outstanding performance.

Fulfilling these varied needs with new features and robust functionality, Windows NT Server 4.0 can become a partner in productivity for your business. It’s designed to work with the systems you have now and the technology you’ll need in the future, so you can take advantage of new technology while preserving your current investment. Plus, it’s faster communication services and Internet/intranet functionality will improve the way your company keeps in touch, resulting in a greater sharing of ideas and information. 

Building upon the superior technical performance and success of Windows NT Server 3.51, Windows NT Server 4.0 extends ease of installation, use, and management with the integration of the Windows® 95 user interface. Administrators achieve a consistent user interface across all 32-bit Windows platforms, resulting in reduced training requirements and easier user migration within the Windows family of operating systems. 

As part of an ongoing effort to simplify network computing, Microsoft has added several Administrative Wizards to Windows NT Server 4.0. Primarily designed for the less-experienced administrator, these wizards provide prompted guidance to coach system operators through the most commonly performed operations.

In the area of flexibility, Windows NT Server 4.0 contains all of the scalability, portability, and security features you have come to rely on—without sacrificing speed or responsiveness. Performance improvements in file and printer sharing, application processing, and Internet and remote access offer more powerful, extensive network support than ever before.

For developers and Webmasters, connectivity is the key to the next generation of business applications, which will be extended to the Internet instead of limited to LANs. The direct integration of the Microsoft Internet Information Server (IIS), as well as the addition of the Index Server, Microsoft Internet Explorer version 2.0, and Microsoft FrontPage™ Web authoring and management tool version 1.1, combine to make Windows NT Server 4.0 an even more powerful Internet/intranet platform than previous versions. 

With superior connectivity, reliability, base services, and the administrative tools necessary to deliver critical business information across a distributed network of computers, Windows NT Server 4.0 offers your business affordable, efficient, more productive operation.

�Product Highlights

The easiest server operating system for your most demanding business needs.

Easy installation, management, and use 

The integration of the Windows 95 user interface provides a consistent look across desktops and the server, resulting in less training time and a faster rollout of the new network operating system. Combined with built-in management wizards, this integration makes it easy to quickly complete the most common administrative tasks without making mistakes.

Management tools, such as the Task Manager and Network Monitor, simplify the day-to-day administration of your network server. The Task Manager monitors applications, tasks, and key performance metrics of Windows NT Server 4.0, providing detailed information on each application and process running on the system. With this information, administrators can quickly terminate elements that are not responding, resulting in improved system reliability.

Another powerful diagnostic tool, the Network Monitor, examines network traffic to and from the server at the packet level and captures it for later analysis, making it easier to troubleshoot potential network problems.

Windows NT Server 4.0 now incorporates the familiar Windows 95 User Interface which provides a consistent look across desktops as well as the Server. Task-oriented Administrative Wizards make server management easier than ever. Wizards group the common server management tools in a single place, and walk you through the steps required to add users, create and manage groups of users, manage file and folder access for network clients, and much more.

�

Flexible network server architecture

Windows NT Server 4.0 delivers seamless integration with one platform for your e-mail, file server, databases, and communications. It works with the systems you already have, such as NetWare, UNIX, and IBM mainframes. Plus, with support for more than 5,000 hardware platforms, Windows NT Server 4.0 will run on more platforms than the three previous competitors combined. Windows NT Server 4.0 is compatible with all current network protocols, including TCP/IP, IPX/SPX, NetBEUI, AppleTalk, DLC, HTTP, SNA, PPP, and PPTP. And, for client compatibility, it’s the most flexible network operating system available, working with a wide variety of client operating systems such as: Windows 3.x, Windows 95, Windows NT Workstation, IBM OS/2, and Macintosh.

	The Windows NT Directory Service (NTDS) can support more than 25,000 users per domain and literally hundreds of thousands of users per enterprise. Regardless of how centralized or decentralized your business is, NTDS allows you to set up a directory to fit your organization exactly, and provide complete management of resources, services, and applications.

Independent test results show significantly higher throughput with �Windows NT Server 4.0 as compared to Windows NT Server 3.51.Using the Ziff-Davis benchmark, NetBench 4.0, Windows NT Server 4.0 showed a 66% higher throughput than �Windows NT Server 3.51 when running on Fast Ethernet. Estimates show that one NetBench client represents at least 10 actual clients. Therefore, the tests detailed here are actually simulating as many as 720 simultaneous users per server.

�

The most complete platform for the Internet and corporate intranets.

Windows NT Server is the only network operating system with a built-in Web server, Microsoft Internet Information Server (IIS) version 2.0. The integration of IIS with Windows NT Server 4.0 means that Web server installation and management is simply another part of the operating system. In addition, with IIS 2.0 you can remotely administer your Web site from any PC with a Web browser.

Create Web pages with a rich variety of templates, audit and check the page links, and manage the overall Web sites you create with Microsoft FrontPage 1.1, a full-service Web-page authoring tool built-in to Windows NT Server 4.0. Designed for both individual users and collaborative work environments, FrontPage 1.1 enables non-programmers and experienced developers alike to create and manage professional-quality Web sites.

Microsoft Index Server, which is a free downloadable component from the Web, automatically indexes the full text and properties of various files, including HTML, on your server, whether it’s an intranet, an Internet, or simply a file-and-print server. Document Search services, which allow for content indexing and search capabilities of HTML and Office documents, expand the functionality of your Web server as an information and data gathering tool.

With its integrated setup of Internet Information Server and faster, enhanced programmability, you’ll find that Windows NT Server 4.0 provides a rich platform for Internet and intranet computing.

Built-in communication services

Salespeople, home-based employees, traveling workers, and other mobile users connect to Windows NT Server 4.0 using Remote Access Service (RAS), a feature that lets remote users dial into the network. 

But, conducting business over telephone lines can be costly. To address this issue, Microsoft, in conjunction with other industry partners, introduced the Point-to-Point Tunneling Protocol (PPTP). PPTP allows remote users to dial-in to a local Internet Service Provider (ISP) and, via a secure channel, access their network just as if they were at their desks. PPTP provides this level of security because it offers protocol encapsulation and data encryption for RAS connections, allowing users to create virtual private networks across public data networks, such as the Internet. In addition, RAS enables clients dialing into Windows NT Server 4.0 to combine all available dial-up lines to achieve higher transfer speeds. For example, users can combine two or more 28.8K baud modems to achieve speeds of 57.6K baud or greater.

Technical Features

Developers can take advantage of the unique client/server infrastructure, known as the Distributed Component Object Model (DCOM), for building high-performance, secure distributed applications over the Internet. DCOM extends the COM architecture to allow components to interact over networks, while enhancing the total security and performance of the network operating system, thereby providing a dynamic sharing of information over the Internet or corporate intranets. 

�Technical Features���Windows 95 User Interface (UI)�The Windows 95 UI is integrated with Windows NT Server 4.0, making the server interface easier to use and consistent with Windows 95 and Windows NT Workstation 4.0. Universal Inbox for access to all information sources via Messaging API (MAPI)��Administrative Wizards�Administrative wizards group the common server management tools into a single place and walk you through the steps required for each task. ��Task Manager�Provides detailed information on each application and process running on the system, as well as graphical memory and CPU usage readouts for easy status checking at a glance.��Network Monitor�Examines network traffic to and from the server at the packet-level and captures that information for later analysis.��Microsoft Internet Information Server (IIS) Version 2.0�IIS is Integrated with Windows NT Server 4.0 and offers:�-The fastest Web server on Windows NT Server, over 40% faster than IIS 1.0�-World Wide Web service�-Gopher server�-FTP server�-Internet Service Manager�-Internet Database Connector��Microsoft Internet Explorer 2.0�Embraces existing HTML standards, while advancing HTML with new improvements like online video, backgrounds, Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) support, and support for Internet shopping �applications.��FrontPage 1.1�Enables non-programmers and experienced developers alike to create and manage professional-quality Web sites.��Microsoft Index Server�Helps users find information on distributed servers within their corporate intranet.��Distributed Component Object Model (DCOM)�Allows DCOM-enabled applications to share components across networks—including the �Internet.���

Technical Features (cont.)���Remote Access Service Multilink �Channel Aggregation�Enables clients dialing into Windows NT Server 4.0 to combine all available dial-up lines providing increased bandwidth.��Point-to-Point Tunneling Protocol (PPTP)�PPTP enables users to easily extend secure private networks across the Internet.��Multi-Protocol Router (MPR)�Eliminates the need for a dedicated routers by enabling small- and medium-sized sites to deploy Windows NT Server 4.0 as a low-cost LAN-LAN routing solution. Provides LAN-LAN routing for IPX/SPX, TCP/IP, and AppleTalk.��Telephony Application Programming �Interface (TAPI) and Unimodem�Provides the technologies required by fax applications; the Windows Messaging Subsystem (Microsoft Exchange Client); MSN™, The Microsoft Network online service; and Microsoft �Internet Explorer.��Domain Name System (DNS) Server Integration with Windows Internet Name Service (WINS)�Allows accesses to resources on the network or over the Internet using DNS names. DNS �features include:�-A graphical administration utility�-Interoperability with the notify protocol�-Reverse Windows NT Server 4.0 referrals��Scalability�Supports as many as 5,000 concurrent database clients and databases of 100 GB or more.���Provides for transaction rates of more than 3,800 TPC-Cs for less than $1 million. Windows NT Server 4.0 is the only network operating system with this capability.���Supports more than 2,000 applications today with 4,000 expected within the next 12 months.��Windows 95 Remote Program Load (RPL)�Boots Windows 95-based diskless clients from a server running Windows NT Server 4.0.��Policy-Desktop Configuration�Controls desktop configurations and gives a common desktop look and functionality across workstations.��Cryptography APIs�Allows developers to create custom encryption solutions.����

Specifications

System requirement for Intel and compatible systems:*

486/33 MHz or higher, or Pentium or Pentium PRO processor

125MB of available hard-disk space minimum

RISC-based systems:*

RISC processor compatible with Windows NT Server version 4.0

160MB of available hard-disk space

16MB of memory (RAM)

CD-ROM drive

VGA, Super VGA, or video graphics adapter compatible with Windows NT Server 4.0

*See your reseller for a list of compatible systems and peripherals.

Note: The retail version of Windows NT Server 4.0 supports up to four microprocessors out of the box. Support for up to 32 processors is available from your hardware vendor.



Networking Options:�Microsoft Windows NT Server 4.0 works with the following: �Clients supported:��Microsoft LAN Manager�Windows 3.x��Networking Options:�Clients supported:��Macintosh-based systems�Windows for Workgroups��DEC PATHWORKS�Windows 95��Banyan Vines�Windows NT Workstation��IBM LAN Server�Apple Macintosh��IBM SNA networks�MS-DOS��The Internet�OS/2��NFS networks�UNIX**��Novell NetWare���RAS by way of ISDN, X.25, and standard phone lines���TCP/IP networks���Flexible licensing options

Microsoft offers flexible, cost-effective options for licensing Microsoft Windows NT Server 4.0 and other of the Microsoft BackOffice family of products. Acquire a Server License for the product and a Client Access License for each client computer that accesses the product. A Client Access License allows a computer to access the product on any server on the network. Since usage patterns vary, a concurrent use option is also available. This licensing model lets you get exactly what you need for your business requirements, and new graphical license management tools make the option you choose easy to administer.

Mission-critical support and service 

 In addition to industry-specific support and development assistance from a worldwide network of Microsoft Solution Providers, Microsoft offers fee-based,*** mission-critical support—including “server down” and 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week assistance. Authorized Support Centers are staffed by technicians specially trained and certified to support Microsoft products in a multivendor environment. As a result, you get the most-supported software and server products in the industry.

**Requires ODBC client software from Visigenic Software, San Mateo, California. 

***Microsoft’s support services are subject to Microsoft’s then-current prices, terms, and conditions, which are subject to change without notice.

Client License Pak/Windows NT Server 4.0

A Client Access License is required for each client computer accessing Windows NT Server, including those running Windows for Workgroups, Windows NT Workstation, and Windows 95. Client Access Licenses are sold in single- and 20-packs, so you can purchase exactly what your business needs.

For more information  

To receive additional information about Windows NT Server 4.0 on the World Wide Web, go to http://www.microsoft.com/NTServer/.

© 1996 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

Microsoft’s support services are subject to Microsoft’s then-current prices, terms, and conditions, which are subject to change without notice. © 1996 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

This Product Overview is for informational purposes only. MICROSOFT MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, IN THIS DOCUMENT. Companies, names, and/or data used in screens are fictitious, unless otherwise noted.

Microsoft, BackOffice, the BackOffice logo, FrontPage, MS-DOS, MSN, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. NT is a trademark of Northern Telecom Limited.

Microsoft Corporation • One Microsoft Way • Redmond, WA 98052-6399 • USA Microsoft Canada Inc. • 320 Matheson Blvd. West • Mississauga, ON L5R 3R1 • Canada

0896 Part No. 098-65534





� PAGE �1�















� PAGE �5�








