NT Directory Services





NTDS Is Easy For Users And Administrators








Users only have to remember one ID and password, regardless of where they log on from, and regardless of what network resource they need to utilize. The logon process is the same whether users connect from their own office or from anywhere else—even when dialing in from home or on the road. Administrators enter new user information into on-screen forms (or by loading files if desired). They set up organizational groups and access rights via command buttons and simple drag-and-drop actions. Reorganizing can be as simple as dragging user IDs from their old group to their new group—all related group access rights are adjusted automatically. 





NTDS is Flexible








With NTDS, you can manage up to 25,000 users in a single administrative unit called a “domain,” or set up separate domains that can be managed independently by semi-autonomous business units. You can combine the administration of users and resources, or separate responsibilities among multiple administrators in different departments or locations. Regardless of how centralized or decentralized your business, NTDS lets you set up the directory to exactly fit your organization, without compromising the ability of users to gain single logon access to resources anywhere on the network.


Some modern directory services, such as Novell NetWare Directory Services, use a simple tree structure to represent your business. While visually simple, a tree is too simplistic for many real-world complexities such as matrix organizations, or people participating in multiple overlapping groups like functional departments and regional territories. Trees require each user to belong to exactly one organizational unit at the end of a branch, forcing you to manage artificial groups such as “the accounting users in the manufacturing business unit in the Toledo facility.” NTDS, with its flexible domain architecture, lets you separately manage access rights for accounting, manufacturing, and Toledo, and then assign each user to as many groups as you want. 





NTDS is a Modern Directory Service








Directory services are operating system features that simplify the use and administration of computer networks. As shown in the following table, NTDS has all of the characteristics of modern directory services.


Modern DS Features�
Windows NT Server Directory Services (NTDS) Capabilities�
�
Directory database�
NTDS is based on a secure directory database containing user IDs, passwords, access rights, and organizational info.�
�
Distributed architecture�
The NTDS directory database can be automatically replicated to multiple locations for backup reliability, load-balancing performance, and reduced network impact.�
�
Location-independent single logon�
With one logon, users can access a globe-spanning network, even when dialing in remotely or accessing the network over the Internet.�
�
�



Easy, location-independent administration�
Network administrators use NTDS to set up new users, authorize access to network resources, and respond to changes in company personnel, organizations, and information technology. NTDS administrators today are managing communities of more than 50,000 users from anywhere on their network with easy, graphical tools.�
�
Comprehensive management of resources, services, and applications�
NTDS provides secure access to all of the services, information, devices, and applications managed by Windows NT Server—including the Microsoft BackOffice application suite—making it among the most comprehensive directory services available today. The number of applications managed by NTDS grows every month as independent software vendors around the world apply for Microsoft’s BackOffice Logo, which certifies that their applications use Microsoft BackOffice services—including NTDS.�
�



NTDS is Open








NTDS can manage Windows NT servers and your legacy servers running Novell NetWare 2.x or 3.x. The Directory Service Manager for NetWare extension to NTDS centrally manages user IDs and passwords, and synchronizes NetWare binderies to improve the productivity of both users and administrators.


This feature of NTDS addresses one of today’s more common instances of mixed directory services. However, the growing use of modern directory services means businesses tomorrow will likely face the challenge of integrating multiple directory services from multiple vendors. To address this challenge, Microsoft has announced Open Directory Services Interface (ODSI), a standard interface for unifying administration and access to directory services from virtually any vendor. 
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