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�Introduction

Microsoft® Office 97 represents a significant research and development effort on the part of Microsoft. More than 25,000 hours of research contributed to the design of Office 97. This release not only includes several new features, but also introduces a simplified user interface, major architectural improvements, and improved programmability. Users of Office 97 are also able to take advantage of powerful web tools to author information-rich documents that can easily be integrated with and distributed through a private network or the public Internet. 

This Product Enhancement Guide is designed to assist in your evaluation of Microsoft Office 97 and focuses on the new and improved features throughout the suite. Chapter One describes enhancements that are shared across the Microsoft Office suite; and subsequent chapters provide information on improvements to each individual application. Each chapter is divided into three sections:

Introduction

Overview of New Features

Feature Details 



To assist in evaluating shared features across the Microsoft Office 97 suite, the information in Chapter One is presented using the Microsoft Office 97 design goals as a framework. The Microsoft Office 97 design goals are:

Increase the usability and integration of Microsoft Office

Enhance the communication and collaboration capabilities of Microsoft Office

Provide powerful tools to build custom business solutions

Extend the value of Microsoft Office 97



(See the Migration Whitepaper for information on how Microsoft Office 97 makes it easy for enterprises to transition to the new version.) 

 �Overview of New Features

Increase the usability and integration of Microsoft Office

Improvements throughout Microsoft Office 97 focus on making the software easier and more consistent. Microsoft Office 97 provides users with a powerful, unified environment for creating, organizing, and sharing a variety of information and tasks. This consistency allows users to apply their learning across all the Office 97 applications — helping users achieve powerful results more quickly and easily than before.



�Feature�Description��New�Office Assistant™�Breakthrough technology that unifies online user assistance, lets users ask questions in their own words, and interactively provides helpful suggestions.��Improved�IntelliSense™ Everywhere�Intelligent features automate routine tasks and simplify complex ones.��New�Command Bars�Menus and toolbars are now combined into one flexible and simplified interface. Tear-off menus and customizable toolbars give users easy access to frequently used features.��New�IntelliMouse™�A new Mouse that simplifies on-screen navigation of Office documents.��Improved�Shared Code�Now more than 50 percent of the code is shared across the Microsoft Office suite.��New�Outlook™�A new desktop information manager to help users organize information and communicate with others.��New�OfficeArt™�A powerful set of drawing tools to help users create professional, appealing graphics in all Microsoft Office documents. ��Improved�Office Binder™�Allows users to combine different Office documents into one file. Now enhanced to share common headers/footers across documents and print as a single job. ��New�Integration with Internet Explorer �Users of Internet Explorer 3.0 or later can seamlessly browse Microsoft Office 97 documents. ��

 �Enhance the communication and collaboration capabilities of Microsoft Office

Microsoft Office 97 seamlessly integrates web technologies to make the promise of the Web relevant to today’s businesses. Office 97 provides innovative tools for finding information, publishing documents, and collaborating interactively with others.



�Feature�Description��New�FindFast Web Query�Allows full-text searching of Office and HTML documents on a company network.��New�Hyperlinks�Allows users to connect Office documents with hyperlinks to other Office documents or sites on the Internet.��New�Web Toolbar�Provides standard browser functionality in all Microsoft Office 97 applications to easily navigate hyperlinked documents. ��New�Save as HTML�Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, PowerPoint® and Microsoft Access now provide built�in support for viewing, creating and saving files into HTML format.��Improved�Office Viewers�Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint offer a no-charge program directly from http://microsoft.com/msoffice/ that lets anyone view or print documents regardless if they have the respective Microsoft application. ��New�Shared Files�Multiple users can work collaboratively on Microsoft Excel files at the same time.��

Provide powerful tools to build custom business solutions

Microsoft Office 97 now has new and enhanced object models, support for Visual Basic® for Applications and a new integrated development throughout the Office suite. These enhancements provide developers with better tools and building blocks to easily jump-start custom Microsoft Office solutions.



�Feature�Description��Improved�Visual Basic for Applications�Visual Basic for Applications is now supported in each Microsoft Office 97 application. Currently, Outlook supports Visual Basic Scripting Edition.��New�Visual Basic Development Environment�New integrated development environment with an improved code editor, project explorer, hierarchical object browser, multi-pane debugger, property sheet, and a statement builder. ��New�Microsoft Forms�New forms and controls to allow Microsoft Office programmers to create custom dialog boxes that support rich event handling and ActiveX™ controls.��New�Support for ActiveX Controls�ActiveX controls can be embedded directly into Office files. ActiveX controls allow developers to create fully programmable documents and forms with enhanced capabilities for online viewing.��New & Improved�Object Models�All Microsoft Office 97 applications now support full, consistent object models.��New�Developer Edition�New package includes professional tools for solutions development.��

 �Extend the value of Microsoft Office 97

Microsoft Office 97 offers the best, most comprehensive “beyond the box” support of any software suite in the world. New software administration tools, Internet extensions, and compatible products increase the value of Microsoft Office significantly beyond the initial investment. 



�Feature�Description��Improved�Office Family �Additional products from Microsoft are designed to enhance the capabilities of Microsoft Office software.��Improved�Office Compatible�Over 400 ISVs produce software designed to complement Microsoft Office. ��New�Free Online Extras�Free content and information for Microsoft Office users available on http://www.microsoft.com/msoffice/.��New�Software Management Tools�Software management tools such as the Office Upgrade Wizard, System Policy Template and Network Installation Wizard help enterprises have a smooth transition.��Improved�Third Party Support�Partnerships with publishers, solution providers, and training services ensure that users of Microsoft Office are well supported.��

 �New Features in Detail
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Make Microsoft Office even easier to use 

The Microsoft Office team invested more than 25,000 hours of research during the design of Microsoft Office 97. By observing individuals of all skill levels using computers, and speaking with current and potential customers, Microsoft gained an understanding of how users expect and want their software to work. Two key findings came from customer research and requests: 1) Users still want software that is easier and more intuitive to use, and 2) Most customers do not use or are unaware of all the functionality available in Office. Office 97 was developed with these key findings in mind, and represents a significant leap forward in the evolution of “intelligent” software. As a result, Office 97 is easier to use, and features are more accessible than in any previous version of Microsoft Office. 

Office Assistant

The Office Assistant represents a new approach to on-line user assistance. Based on extensive customer research, the Office Assistant is an animated character that offers a single way for users to access information and receive tips or suggestions in all Office 97 applications. The primary function of the Office Assistant is to help users discover the full functionality of Office 97 and to help them accomplish their tasks more efficiently. The Office Assistant delivers in three ways: provides a central source for help, provides advice and is flexible and customizable.

Centralized Help

The Office Assistant is an evolution of the Answer Wizard, first introduced in Microsoft Office for Windows 95. Similar to the Answer Wizard, the Office Assistant allows users to ask questions in their own words. For example, a user might ask the Assistant, “How do I get rid of the bar on the side?” and the Assistant will provide them with the options, and walk them through the steps necessary to complete the task. 

�

�It is important to note that, unlike Microsoft Bob™, the Office Assistant does not replace the Office 97 user interface. The Office Assistant works within the current user interface to enable users to accomplish more with Office 97. 

Provide Advice

The Office Assistant serves to help users discover the full functionality of Microsoft Office 97. The Office Assistant anticipates user’s needs and provides suggestions on how to complete specific tasks more easily and more efficiently. The Office Assistant tracks a user’s recent actions and provides appropriate suggestions.  For example, when a user types in a common letter opening such as “Dear Joe” in Microsoft Word 97, the Office Assistant recognizes it as a letter opening and immediately offers to step the user through the letter creation process via the Letter Wizard.

�

The Letter Wizard in Microsoft Word 97

See Chapter 3: Microsoft Word 97 for additional information on the Letter Wizard.

 �Flexible and Customizable

The Office Assistant allows users to interact with their computers in a more natural way. During the design of the Office Assistant, research revealed that users want the ability to customize the Assistant. Most aspects of the Assistant can be adjusted and tuned to suit each user's individual preferences. There are nine different characters and each can be configured by the user. The dialog below shows the user-configurable options.

� EMBED PaintShopPro  ���

Additionally, the Office Assistant is designed to be an excellent on-screen citizen. For example:

The Office Assistant moves out of the way to avoid important obstacles such as dialog boxes or areas where the user is working. 

It leaves the screen for space-intensive operations

If not used within five minutes, it will shrink to its smallest size to minimize screen space conflict.

IntelliSense Everywhere

IntelliSense technology automates routine tasks and simplifies complex operations by determining what the user wants to accomplish and intelligently producing the desired result. Throughout Microsoft Office 97, new IntelliSense features save users time by reducing the number of steps to complete a specific task and by eliminating repetitive tasks. IntelliSense technology also makes Office easier to use through Wizards that step users through complex tasks. 

�Complete descriptions of all the IntelliSense enhancements are found in the following chapters. However, below are three examples to illustrate the diverse use and implementation of IntelliSense technology in the Microsoft Office suite.

Background Grammar Check in Microsoft Word

Intelligent Help with Microsoft Excel Charting

Statement Builder in the Visual Basic for Applications Development Editor

Grammar Check In Microsoft Word 97

Microsoft Word 97 extends the concept of Spell-It to the rest of the proofing activity to automatically check for grammatical errors as users type. Word 97 takes advantage of the “idle” time available while users work to automatically check grammatical usage, mark grammatical errors and provide instant right click access to sentence corrections. A new Natural Language grammar checker developed by Microsoft’s advanced linguistic group results in improved grammar checking. 

� EMBED PBrush  ���

See Chapter 3: Microsoft Word 97 for more information on Grammar Check.

 �Intelligent Help with Microsoft Excel 97 Charting

The Office Assistant is integrated with several Wizards included in Office 97. For example, in Microsoft Excel the Office Assistant guides the user through the process of creating a high quality chart using the Charting Wizard. As the user switches to a new section of the Wizard, the Office Assistant interactively provides information on completing the task of creating a chart. 

�

See Chapter 4: Microsoft Excel 97 for more information on charts and graphs.

�Auto Statement Builder in Visual Basic for Applications

IntelliSense technology provides developers with Quick-Tips and drop-down menus within the code window in the Visual Basic development environment. This significantly simplifies the process of writing code by allowing users to select from a list of valid Visual Basic commands as they write code. 

�

Drop-down menu with Visual Basic for Application commands

Command Bars

The Office 97 user interface has been significantly simplified by combining all toolbars and menus into a shared component called Command Bars. Now users can learn Command Bars once and apply it to all of the Office 97 applications. Additionally, as a shared component, Command Bars require less hard disk space and incrementally use less memory for every Office 97 application that users have running. This results in significant improvements for application boot time and RAM usage. 

�

Command Bars in Microsoft Word 97

�Command Bars are also very easy to customize. For example, users can drag and drop toolbars onto existing menus or create their own custom toolbars. Command Bars also are more functional and minimize screen space. For example, toolbars include “Menu Controls” in addition to feature icons. These “menu controls” invoke drop-down menus and provide the user several more options. Below is an example of “menu controls” in Microsoft Excel 97.

���� EMBED PaintShopPro  ���

Tear-off Menus

Command Bars provide users the ability to “tear-off” menus in Microsoft Office 97. Now, when users pull down a menu and it contains a highlighted blue band across the top, that particular menu can be “torn�off” by the user interface and placed anywhere in the application's workspace. This allows users easy access to frequently used tools.

�

Tear-off menus allow users to customize their working space with floating Toolbars.

�Improved shortcut menus

Users can invoke Shortcut menus on Command Bars to quickly access features and to minimize the amount of space a Command Bar uses. With shortcut menus, toolbars will display the features available on the toolbar but if the shortcut menu cannot fit vertically on the screen, scroll items (arrows) appear at the end of the menu, as shown in the figure below. 

����

The IntelliMouse™

The IntelliMouse is similar to the popular Microsoft Mouse, but now incorporates a wheel located between the two buttons to make navigating documents faster and easier. With the wheel, users can zoom and scroll within Office 97 applications, Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 and Windows 95. Functionality of the wheel is application dependent but is consistent across the Office suite. 

��EMBED Unknown���

�There are two specific IntelliMouse features that integrate with Office 97 applications:

�Scrolling   The scroll feature allows users to easily skim vertically and horizontally through large documents. In Microsoft Word 97, the AutoScroll feature lets users automatically scroll a document “hands�free” at the speed the user selects.

Zooming   The zoom control feature vastly simplifies on�screen navigation of large documents. Users can easily reduce and increase the size of any document on their screens and quickly zero�in on specific information. For example, in Microsoft Excel, IntelliMouse makes it simple to locate and drill down on a particular cell.

Provide a more efficient, integrated workspace

The high degree of integration across the Office suite delivers significant user benefits such as reduced training costs through user interface consistency, and improved performance through code sharing. Microsoft has focused considerable effort on integration and has made significant steps in Microsoft Office 97 to make the applications even more consistent and easier to use.

Shared Code Across Microsoft Office Applications

Office 97 provides users with a more efficient, integrated workspace through the use of shared code along with a more consistent set of cross-application tools. In fact, Office 97 shares over 50 percent of its code among the applications resulting in more efficient performance and a much higher level of consistency across the applications. Shared Objects include the following: 

OfficeArt   Office Art provides hundreds of drawing objects and effects that are common to Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint. Additionally, each application has extended the OfficeArt feature set to provide application-specific features such as Charting in Excel, document backgrounds in Microsoft Word, and Action Buttons in PowerPoint. 

Office Assistant   The Office Assistant operates identically across all Office 97 applications and can be programmatically controlled to create custom solutions. 

FindFast Web Query   Office 97 comes with a very powerful and flexible indexing and search engine. FindFast can perform full content indexing on any text file, including HTML, as well as the contents of all Office documents and custom document properties.

Hyperlinks  Intranet and Internet features such as hyperlinking and the Office Web Toolbar are shared among all Office 97 applications. 

Command Bars   Office 97 shares code for all its menus and toolbars. It exposes a consistent object model in each host to enable developers to customize the menus and toolbars of any Office application. 

Visual Basic for Applications   Office 97 provides solution developers with a common set of tools including the Visual Basic for Application programming language, the Visual Basic Editor, and Microsoft Forms. 

�Microsoft Outlook

Microsoft Outlook is a revolutionary new product in the Microsoft Office suite. Microsoft Outlook is a new desktop information management application that helps users organize information on the desktop and communicate and share information with others. Outlook is designed to help users easily manage key information such as e-mail, a calendar, contacts, tasks, and files/documents all from a single application.

�

The Outlook inbox

Each application in Office 97 is tightly integrated with Outlook to provide high utility and user benefit. Several features, such as the Outlook Journal, illustrate this integration. 

See Chapter 2: Microsoft Outlook 97 for more information.

�Outlook Journal

The Outlook Journal is a breakthrough technology that automatically records a log of user activities on his or her computer. By recording the time of the activity, the type of activity, and the associated application, users can now locate files (or an Outlook item such as an e-mail or meeting notice) by when they were worked on, not by what it was called or where it was saved. 

����

 �

�The Outlook Journal also allows a user to track their work or specific actions related to a contact. For example, the Outlook Journal can track specific contacts and log when specific contacts were called.

OfficeArt

Office 97 includes a rich set of drawing and graphics tools making it easy to create graphically compelling documents without having to be a professional artist. OfficeArt provides Microsoft Office 97 users all the powerful graphic effects traditionally available only in the PowerPoint presentation graphics program. Several of the new tools are highlighted below.

Drawing Toolbar   A new toolbar makes it easy to access drawing tools.

�

Adjustable AutoShapes   More than 100 adjustable autoshapes allow users to easily embellish text with graphics.

�

Fill Effects   Multicolored gradient fills, textured fills and transparent fills all help to make graphics look professional.

�Bezier curves   Bezier curves allow users to create unique geometric shapes. 

� EMBED PBrush  ����

Create beautiful, exact Bèzier curves with point precision using the new Curve drawing tool.

3-D effects   Add depth to images using 3-D effects.

� EMBED PBrush  ���  � EMBED PBrush  ���

New 3-D effects transform 2-D shapes into realistic 3-D masterpieces. Users can add perspective to their drawings with tools that let them rotate 3-D objects, change depth, add shadows, and select lighting direction, surface texture, and colors.

�Shadow effects   Choose from a wide range of shadows with perspective, and adjust the depth and angle to make pictures realistic.

� EMBED PBrush  ��� � EMBED PBrush  ���

Choose the type of shadow, then position it exactly where it should be with Shadow Settings.

Connectors   Build and modify diagrams and flow charts with new straight, angled, and curved connectors between shapes, which remain attached, growing and intelligently repositioning themselves as each shape is moved.

�

New straight, angled, and curved connectors between shapes remain attached, growing and intelligently repositioning themselves as each shape is moved, making it easier to build and modify diagrams and flow charts.

�Arrowhead Styles   New arrowhead styles allow users to change the width and height of arrowheads for maximum impact.

� EMBED PBrush  ���

Choose from a wider selection of new arrowhead styles and change the width and height of arrowheads.

Object Alignment   Now objects can be distributed and spaced evenly — horizontally and vertically.

� EMBED PBrush  ���

�Nudge Toolbar   Precisely position objects or shadows in small increments using the Nudge toolbar.

� EMBED PBrush  ���

WordArt   Add emphasis to documents using WordArt shapes, pictured below.

�

Add colorful gradient or textured fills, even use pictures as fills, or add 3-D effects for dramatic text effects through improved WordArt.

Transparent Background   Users can insert bitmaps and change background colors into transparent backgrounds for bitmaps that appear to be a part of the design.

� EMBED PBrush  ���

�Enhanced Office Binder 

Based on customer feedback, the Office Binder has been extended to include several new features. These include new global document settings and new print options. 

Global document settings

The Office Binder now “inherits” header, footer, and margin information from its component documents. The user can opt to have binder-wide headers and footers or allow each component document to have its own. These settings are shown in the figure below.

� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ���

Office Binder page setup

New printing options

Microsoft Office 97 includes several features to make it easier to print Office Binder documents. By default, every Office Binder now prints as a single print job, and is stored in a single location. Office Binder also supports in-place print preview of Office documents within a binder, eliminating the need to switch back to the contributing applications for print preview. 

�Integration with Internet Explorer

Microsoft Office 97 integrates seamlessly with Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 or later to allow users to easily access, view and edit information contained in Office documents regardless of where it resides. With ActiveX Document Technology, Internet Explorer users who link to or open an Office document, will view this information inside Internet Explorer, providing full access to all the tools of the Office application. This highly integrated solution eliminates the need for user to have multiple windows open on the desktop at one time.

���� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ���

This is an example of an ActiveX document within Internet Explorer 3.0 (Contains an Microsoft Excel 97 PivotTable Report).

Enhance the communication and collaboration capabilities of Microsoft Office

“Connectivity” is now becoming more pervasive among software users. In fact, 65 percent of all computer users are now connected in some way, be it an online service, an Internet service provider, or a public or private network. International Data Corporation research shows that 73 percent of corporations with 1,000 employees or more will have capabilities for an intranet by the end of 1996. 

This connectivity has encouraged more users to collaborate and share information in their documents online. Microsoft Office 97 makes it easier to manage and exchange information with others, and to easily connect documents to data on a network, an intranet, or the Internet. 

�FindFast Web Query

Microsoft Office 97 allows users to use the navigation and searching metaphors of the Web to quickly find what they are looking for. Office 97 takes advantage of FindFast technology to allow full-text searching of both HTML and Office documents on a company network. The user initiates a search by using the search button on their Web toolbar or browser. The user fills in the search criteria such as title, author, or other standard Microsoft Office properties, and clicks Search. The results are returned in an HTML page with hyperlinks to each of the documents. FindFast technology supports several different search types and indexing characteristics.



Search Service�Explanation��Full-Text Searching�The full text of every document is indexed and searchable.��Phrase Searching�Phrases such as “Business Plan” or “John Doe.”��Proximity Searching�Looks for words that occur within a certain distance, for example, “Plan NEAR Catalog” matches “Proposed Plan for Online Catalog.”��Property Searching�Properties, such as author and title, are indexed and searchable.��Multiple Volume Indexing�Documents can reside on multiple file servers, so a user doesn’t have to move documents to index them.��Relevancy Ranking�Results are returned sorted by relevance, that is, the likelihood that a document pertains to a query.��Centralized Index�The index is stored centrally for simplicity and performance.��

Hyperlinks

Hyperlinking between documents makes it easier for the reader (or author) to easily access related information. For example, the specification for a new bike might include hyperlinks to the descriptions of individual parts that make up the bike. 

�Office 97 includes a simple dialog box that is shared across all Office applications to make it easy for any user to create and edit hyperlinks. These hyperlinks can go virtually anywhere — to other Office documents, HTML files or any file with a recognized address via a fully qualified path using URLs, UNCs, or FTP. Office 97 users can attach a hyperlink to a variety of objects including: text, graphics, OLE objects, tables, presentation slides, spreadsheet cells, and custom database form fields. 

�

Basket is hyperlinked to a workbook called Basket Sales.

The Hyperlink function also makes it easy to apply a friendly name to a URL on a document so that it’s easy to reference when jumping to another document.

�

�Web Toolbar

To make it easier for users to navigate hyperlinks between documents, the Web toolbar is shared across Microsoft Word 97, Microsoft Excel 97, Microsoft Access 97 and PowerPoint 97 applications. The Web toolbar is very similar to standard web browsers with common buttons for navigating forward, backward and to the home page. A search page button lets users do full content index searching. A drop-down list box allows the user to type in a URL or file location, and easily track the most recently visited sites. Similar to the Internet Explorer toolbar, the Web Toolbar has a Favorites location for easy access to the most often visited sites. With the Web Toolbar users also have one click access to create hyperlinks and a single icon that optimizes the screen for online document viewing. 

�

�Open From & Save to URL

Microsoft Office 97 provides users the flexibility to open files residing not only on the corporate network, but also from various Web servers via HTTP or FTP servers. In addition, once users have created Microsoft Office documents, they can save to URLs using the File Save command. 

�

The File Open dialog box now handles URLs

Online Publishing

Working effectively in a connected environment means that users must be able to publish information online as easily as they now print and save. Microsoft Office 97 takes familiar ways of publishing information and extends them to the online environment.

Save as HTML

Microsoft Office is designed to provide the flexibility to publish information in a variety of formats. Every Office 97 application provides built�in support for viewing and creating HTML. Now, users can create rich content for the Internet and the intranet using the tools they are most familiar with. 

Microsoft Office Viewers

To make it easy for all users to navigate to and share Office documents, Microsoft will provide free file viewers for Microsoft Word 97, Microsoft Excel 97 and PowerPoint 97. These viewers enable users to view and print Office documents without requiring the applications to be installed. They also expose certain application features like document views in Microsoft Word, or AutoFilter in Microsoft Excel. Office viewers will be available for 16�bit Windows, 32�bit Windows, and the Macintosh (PowerPC only). 

�Provide powerful tools to build custom business solutions

For the first time each application in Microsoft Office 97 supports Visual Basic for Applications. (Currently, Outlook supports VBScript and can be automated through Visual Basic For Applications from any other Microsoft Office Application.) In addition, Microsoft Office 97 provides developers with a new Integrated Development Environment with powerful tools to enable programmers to develop custom solutions based on the Microsoft Office development platform. 

New and Improved Object Models

All Microsoft Office applications (including Microsoft Outlook) expose object models, making it possible for developers to control these applications programmatically to create robust custom solutions. In addition, the implementation of each object model is highly consistent, enabling developers to leverage their understanding of working with one Office 97 application to working with another. 

Professional Development Environment

Visual Basic for Applications provides a self contained, full-featured programming environment with enhanced development tools. 

����

Separate Window for Editor

The Visual Basic Editor has a separate editing window, giving developers access to all the features they require without the additional clutter of the application’s interface. The separate window for editing and debugging code allows developers to easily “step” through and modify their code while observing the application’s response to code. 

�Project Explorer

The project explorer displays the project components (i.e., forms, modules, references) associated with each currently open project using a tree view control. Each project appears as a new root in the tree control. 

�

Object Browser

The browser differentiates between built-in properties, custom properties, methods, event handlers and user defined procedures. It indicates which members are globally accessible and which are not. The browser shows function return types, parameter names and types, and user defined types and constants. The window state of the object browser is modeless, to let users continue to edit when the browser is still up.

�

�Auto Statement Builder

Quick Info and drop-down menus within the code window greatly simplify the process of writing code by allowing users to select from a list of valid Visual Basic commands as they write code. 

Quick Info displays the syntax for a function, method, or procedure based on cursor position.

��

Drop-down menus appear for properties and methods available for the object that precedes a period (.) and for constants which are valid for a property that precedes an equal sign (=).

�

Data-Tips displays the value of the variable when the cursor is floated over the variable and Visual Basic is in break mode.

���

�Property sheet

Similar to Visual Basic 4.0, the Visual Basic Editor has a property sheet that is recycled to display properties for different forms and controls. The property sheet is shared with the host application’s window. For example, using Microsoft Word 97, the property window would display the properties of any ActiveX controls that are embedded in the Microsoft Word document or form. 

�

�Debugger

The debugger allows programmers to step through their code to pinpoint problems. The debugger includes a local variables window, an auto variables window (this shows the values of all variables and expressions within a couple of lines of the current line of execution), a watch window, and an immediate window. The Debug windows use the tree view control which allows user to expand and collapse items.
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�Microsoft Forms

The common dialog technology in Office 97 is called Microsoft Forms. Microsoft Forms provides forms and controls to create custom dialogs. Microsoft Forms supports advanced form design features such as drag-and-drop, in-place editing, and robust alignment and layout tools. Compared to today’s forms, new Microsoft Forms are windowless and have superior performance. In addition, Microsoft Forms provides controls that support databinding, printing and zooming and container controls such as frames and multiple pages. 

�

The Microsoft Forms toolbox

Support for ActiveX™ Controls

�

Microsoft Forms provides Microsoft Office developers a set of extensive ActiveX controls that Microsoft Office will support on dialog boxes. In addition, Microsoft Office 97 will support the insertion of these controls directly into Office 97 documents. This enables rich document-as-forms scenarios, and enhances the capabilities of Office documents when viewed online.

����

The Control Toolbox, a Toolbar shared across Office 97, allows users to place ActiveX controls directly into Office documents.

�Office Developer Edition

The Microsoft Office 97, Developer Edition (ODE) is a brand new edition of Microsoft Office that includes everything developers need to build custom solutions with Microsoft Office. The Office Developer Edition contains the full set of Microsoft Office Professional plus distribution tools, software tools, sample code, documentation and developer licensing.

Extend the value of Microsoft Office 97

Microsoft provides a broad range of products and services that extend the value of Microsoft Office “beyond the box.” For example, Microsoft Office 97 has several software management resources, such as the Microsoft Office 97 Resource Kit, to help enterprises transition to the newest version. (For more information on software management tools see the Migration Whitepaper.) Microsoft Office users can also add to their software toolset with Office Family products, Office Compatible products and free downloadable extras from the Microsoft Office Website. 

The Office Family

Microsoft offers a range of products that extend the value of Microsoft Office to the online environment and to different business needs. Each product shares a similar user interface with Microsoft Office and integrates unique features with Office to leverage the functionality of the Office platform. For more information on a specific Office Family product, refer to the Office Family section of this Reviewer’s Guide. The Microsoft Office Family includes:

Microsoft FrontPage

Microsoft Team Manager

Microsoft Project

Microsoft Publisher

Office Compatible

� EMBED MsImager.1  ���

The Microsoft Office Compatible Program provides independent software vendors, Solution Providers, and corporate developers with technical information to create products that look and work like Microsoft Office. This consistency and integration makes it easier for customers to learn and use a broad range of software products. 

For additional information, see the Office Compatible Web page at //www.microsoft.com/msoffice/ofccomp/.

�Microsoft Office Web Site

Through the Microsoft Network and the Microsoft Office Web Site, customers can download additional content, informational files, add-ins and helpful hints and tips for Microsoft Office 97. For example, in Clip Art Gallery Live on the Microsoft Office Web site, users have access to about 2,000 additional clip art images they can download.

�

�
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�

Microsoft® Office for Windows®





Buttons and pull down menus combine in Command Bars.



Shortcut menus can now scroll up or down



The new wheel on the IntelliMouse simplifies scrolling, zooming, and serves as a third button to support new features.
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Outlook, Assistant, 

Command Bars

 Shared Code

Office Binder, IntelliSense™

OfficeLinks™

 Office ShortCut Bar

Consistent User Interface
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Microsoft Office Manager

Consistent User Interface
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Office Binder, Shared Code

Answer Wizard, IntelliSense™

OfficeLinks™

Office ShortCut Bar

Consistent User Interface



Increasing the Depth of Integration in Office



Office 4.x



Office for Windows 95



Office 97





Flexible views let users group and sort their work activity



Shortcuts let users open up working files with a click of the mouse



Users can see a day, week, or month’s worth of entries on a single screen



Excel 97 PivotTable Report



Excel 97 Command Bars



Internet Explorer 3.0 Toolbar



The Visual Basic Editor supplies QuickTips to users, which saves the time of looking up command parameters.



The Project Explorer helps users organize their applications' modules



The property windows shows users characteristics of all the macros in a project.



In-place code QuickTip showing the function prototype (current parameter displayed in bold)



Screen-tip displays the value of variable when mouse hovers over it



User-defined breakpoint pauses code execution here for debugging



Show additional controls



ActiveX™ control palette



Design Mode, Show Properties, Show Code








