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Microsoft Office 97 combines the ease of intelligent applications with the power of the intranet

Microsoft Office 97 �File Converters and Viewers 

As organizations migrate to Office 97, a common concern for users is how to share information with others using previous versions of Office. Office 97 provides administrators and users with a wide range of solutions including:

Default Save As — automatically save files in a specific version (usually Office 4.x/95) so all users are using the same file format (available in Word, Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint®

Dual file formats — new format that allows information from both Office 97 and Office 4.x/95 format to be saved in one file (available for Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint)

Batch file converters — convert entire directories of files to Office 97 format (available for Word, Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint)

Installable file converters — allows Office 4.x/95 applications to open Office 97 documents (available for Word and PowerPoint)

File Viewers — Microsoft will release Viewers to allow users that don't have Office 97 to view and print Office 97 files (provided for Word, Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint)



This document provides a brief discussion of the file converters and file viewers that are available for Office 97 and where to get them. For more information regarding other migration technologies provided in Office 97, refer to the information provided at these links:

Microsoft Office 97 Resource Kit: http://www.microsoft.com/office/ork

Corporate Desktop Evaluation: http://www.microsoft.com/organizations/corpeval

Macro Conversion: http://www.microsoft.com/officedev/features/migrate.htm
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�Microsoft Word 

Microsoft Word 97 provides users with a wide range of compatibility options covering every data-sharing scenario. Please note that Word 6.0 and Word 95 have the same file format.

Microsoft Word 97 ���Reads�Writes�Availability/Comments��Word 6.0/95�Yes�Yes�Built-in��Word 2.0�Yes�Yes�Built-in��

Microsoft Word 6.0/95 ���Reads�Writes�Availability/Comments��Word 97�Yes�No�Installable converter for Word 6.0 and Word 95 ships in the Office 97 box and available on:

www.microsoft.com/msword/ ��Word 2.0�Yes�Yes�Built-in��

File Viewers������32-bit�16-bit�Availability/Comments��Word 97�Yes �TBD�The 32-bit Word 97 Viewer will be available by the end of Q1 ’97. A 16-bit version is unannounced. Word Viewers are freely distributable and available on: 

www.microsoft.com/msword/ ��Word 95�Yes�Yes �(Word 6.0 Viewer)�Word Viewers are freely distributable and available on:

www.microsoft.com/msword/��

�Microsoft Excel 

Microsoft Excel 97 provides users with a number of compatibility tools including the ability to save multiple file versions in a single file. Please note that Microsoft Excel 5.0 and Microsoft Excel 95 have the same file format.

Microsoft Excel 97 ���Reads�Writes�Availability/Comments��Microsoft Excel 95�Yes�Yes�Built-in��Microsoft Excel 5.0�Yes�Yes�Built-in��Microsoft Excel 5.0/95�Yes �Yes�Built-in. For maximum file co�existence, Microsoft Excel 97 users can save multiple file formats in one file.��Microsoft Excel 4.0�Yes�Yes�Built-in��

Microsoft Excel 5.0/95 ���Reads�Writes�Availability/Comments��Microsoft Excel 97�No �No�Microsoft Excel 5.0 and Microsoft Excel 95 do not have an installable converter architecture. Microsoft Excel 97 users should save as either Microsoft Excel 5.0, Microsoft Excel 95 or the dual file format option.��Microsoft Excel 4.0�Yes�Yes�Built-in��

File Viewers������32-bit�16-bit�Availability/Comments��Microsoft Excel 97�Yes �3rd Party�The 32-bit Microsoft Excel 97 Viewer will be available during Q2 ’97. A 16-bit version is not announced, however, 3rd party file viewing vendors do provide solutions. Microsoft Excel Viewers are freely distributable and available on:

www.microsoft.com/msexcel/��Microsoft Excel 95�Yes�3rd Party�The 32-bit Microsoft Excel 95/5.0 Viewer is available on www.microsoft.com. 16-bit versions are available from third party vendors.��

�Microsoft PowerPoint 

Microsoft PowerPoint 97 enables users to save multiple file versions in a single file and open files in previous versions. Please note that the PowerPoint file format changed between Office 4.x and Office 95. 

Microsoft PowerPoint 97 ���Reads�Writes�Availability/Comments��PowerPoint 95�Yes�Yes�Built-in��PowerPoint 4.0�Yes�Yes�Built-in��PowerPoint 4.0/95�Yes �Yes�Built-in. For maximum file co-existence, PowerPoint 97 users can save multiple file formats in one file.��PowerPoint 4.0�Yes�Yes�Built-in��

Microsoft PowerPoint 95���Reads�Writes�Availability/Comments��PowerPoint 97�Yes �No�Installable converter for PowerPoint 95 users to open PowerPoint 97 files will be available at the beginning of Q2 ’97 on: 

www.microsoft.com/mspowerpoint/ ��PowerPoint 4.0�Yes�Yes�Built-in��

Microsoft PowerPoint 4.0���Reads�Writes�Availability/Comments��PowerPoint 97�No �No�Installable converter for PowerPoint 4.0 users to open PowerPoint 97 files will be available at the beginning of Q2 ’97:

www.microsoft.com/mspowerpoint/��PowerPoint 95�Yes�No���

File Viewers������32-bit�16-bit�Availability/Comments��PowerPoint 97�Yes �TBD�The 32-bit PowerPoint 97 Viewer will be available early Q2 ’97. PowerPoint Viewers are freely distributable and available on:

 www.microsoft.com/mspowerpoint/��PowerPoint 95�Yes�TBD�The 32-bit PowerPoint 95 Viewer is available on:

www.microsoft.com/mspowerpoint/��
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