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Programming System for Windows( 95 and Windows NT( Workstation

Microsoft Visual Basic version 5.0, with native code compilation and visual creation of open, industry-standard ActiveXTM components, is 
the most efficient tool for creating 
high-performance applications. And with Control Creation, Learning, Professional, and Enterprise editions, Visual Basic 5.0 meets the needs of any developer.



Six years ago, Microsoft Corporation launched a revolution in the way applica-
tions are created. With the Visual Basic programming system, for the first time programmers could rapidly develop Windows-based applications. As a result, three million developers are now creating applications with unprecedented productivity and unrivaled ease using Microsoft Visual Basic technology.

Today, these developers are launching a revolution of even greater proportion with Visual Basic 5.0. Internet and client/server developers will no longer have to compromise between performance and productivity, scalability and rapid applica-
tion development (RAD), local area network (LAN) and Internet deployment models, and in-house or purchased technologies. As users of Visual Basic 5.0, they’ll be best-equipped to succeed in a world where leveraged technology and strategic advantage are synonymous.



Advanced features in Visual Basic 5.0 such as optimizing native code compilation, accelerated form rendering, and enhanced database access allow developers to create fast, high-performance applications and components. Add to these features the new customizable development environment with IntelliSenseTM technology, 
and developers will work with even greater productivity.

With Visual Basic 5.0, your team will experience the ultimate in scalability through distributed computing. 
Using your team's existing skills, code, and technology, 
you can create reusable ActiveX components for traditional client/server, Internet, and Microsoft Transaction Server architectures.

Visual Basic 5.0 will also help you easily transition into new technological frontiers such as the Internet without abandoning your existing code and development skills. You can use both Internet and intranet technology by creating ActiveX Controls, deploying browser-based Visual Basic applications as Active Documents, or evolving your client-based business logic into server-side ActiveX components.

In addition, thousands of independent software vendors develop ActiveX Controls and add-ins that leverage the enhanced extensibility of Visual Basic 5.0. All of this means that you and your team can reliably design, write, and debug 
less code and build production-quality applications within schedule and 
budget constraints.

Product Highlights

Visual Basic 5.0—for teams that are serious about Windows-based application and component development.

Extended performance and expanded productivity.

Create the fastest Visual Basic applications ever with the optimizing native code compiler. With it, you can choose exactly how to optimize—for speed, for size, or even for Pentium PRO processors. Plus, forms load more quickly and data access code runs faster than ever before.

Use the expanded set of tools in Visual Basic, Enterprise Edition, to increase development team productivity. Microsoft SQL ServerTM, Developer Edition, for Windows NT, Microsoft Visual SourceSafeTM version control system, Microsoft Visual Database Tools, Class Builder Utility, Application Performance Explorer, TSQL Debugger, and UserConnection Designer are all included to help you design, implement, deploy, and support sophisticated application architectures.

Maximized scalability and ease of use.

Build scalable, three-tiered applications using a distributed component architecture. Using the Distributed Component Object Model (DCOM) for 32-bit clients and Remote Automation for 16-bit clients, you can easily build and deploy your business objects locally, on a LAN or wide area network (WAN), or in your Internet application.

Create smaller, faster clients that are easier to deploy, maintain, test, and 
scale. The Visual Basic(authored controls that make this possible can be used anywhere a Win32®-based ActiveX component can be hosted—such as in the Microsoft Visual C++® development system, in the Microsoft Visual FoxProTM 3.0 database management system, in Microsoft Office 97, in Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 or later, and in hundreds of products licensing Microsoft Visual Basic, Applications Edition.

Visually design and model complex, reusable queries with the UserConnection Designer. These reusable user connection objects take the complexity out of database access by exposing classes that let you reference stored proced-
ures just like methods. The whole team benefits as your design moves toward thinner clients and more efficient server-side business objects.

Leveraged leading-edge technology.

Design, test, and build a prototype of your database and server-side compo-
nents on your own dedicated DBMS. Microsoft SQL Server, Developer Edition, for Windows NT is included with Visual Basic 5.0, Enterprise Edition.

Create and refine Microsoft SQL Server stored procedures with the new TSQL Debugger. This add-in module, located on the desktop, allows you to debug TSQL code interactively, or as your code executes stored procedures in line.

Use enhanced Remote Data Objects (RDO) version 2.0 for high-speed database access. RDO includes event-driven data management, complete asynchronous control, and a new client batch cursor library for automated batch query handling. This means higher end-user productivity and better system resource management. RDO exposes the power and flexibility of the ODBC application programming interface (API) without making code development complex.

Use enhanced Data Access Objects (DAO) to access native Jet, ISAM, and ODBC data sources in workgroup and local applications. DAO, along with its interface to the Microsoft Jet database engine, features the new ODBCDirect interface to RDO so your DAO code can access ODBC data sources faster 
than ever.

Powerful Internet and intranet capabilities.

Combine the speed of rapid application development and the power of client/server development with the ease of Web-based deployment. Migrate existing Visual Basic applications to Active Documents that install and run in Internet browsers. Develop ActiveX Controls that can be inserted into HTML and activated by Visual Basic, Scripting Edition. 

Deploy Visual Basic applications with browser-based installation technology. The Setup Toolkit packages entire applications or ActiveX Controls into a server-based setup routine that automatically installs them when a user clicks 
on a HTML hyperlink. This works on LAN, WAN, or Internet protocols.




The new customizable development environment in Visual Basic 5.0 lets your team create more applications, more quickly. IntelliSense features such as Complete Word, DataTips TM pop-up information, and Quick Info enhance your development productivity.



Your team will experience fast, simplified access to enterprise data with Microsoft Visual Database Tools. Systems design, debugging, and deployment not only are possible, but are easier than ever before, using the suite of tools provided with the Enterprise Edition.



Using the TSQL Debugger for interactive debugging, you can step through your TSQL code line-by-line to debug your Microsoft SQL Server stored procedures and triggers.



Books Online contains educational content that is tailored specifically to the Learning, Professional, and Enterprise editions. The Learning Edition also includes Learn Visual Basic Now, a self-paced, instructional 
CD-ROM that includes multimedia video lessons, narrated demonstrations, and hands-on lab exercises.





Your developers can sharpen their skills with additional products such 
as Mastering Microsoft Visual Basic 5 for interactive learning, or with the wide variety of books available about advanced Visual Basic topics.

Microsoft SQL Server version 6.5 is a scalable, high-performance database management system designed specifically for client/server computing. SQL Server, Developer Edition, is included in Visual Basic 5.0, Enterprise Edition. (Requires Microsoft Windows NT.)



Visual Basic 5.0 includes many new wizards to help you with frequently executed tasks. The ActiveX Control Interface Wizard automates the process of defining interfaces for ActiveX Controls you build.




Visual Basic 5.0 lets you build your own ActiveX Controls—compact, reusable components. You can reuse your ActiveX Controls in Visual Basic, or integrate them into a wide range of products: Internet browsers, productivity suites such as Microsoft Office, and development tools such as Visual C++, Visual J++ TM, and Visual FoxPro.

The performance of a world-class, optimizing native code compiler means your programs will load and run faster. In fact, they’ll execute up to 20 times faster than they would with previous versions of Visual Basic.



Use Internet technology to reduce maintenance costs without abandoning your existing code and developer skills. Visual Basic 5.0 lets you create browser-based applications that are automatically installed, set up, and launched from within the Internet Explorer.



Visual Basic 5.0 lets you target a wide variety of client architectures from traditional Windows-based applica-
tions to Web-based applications. And no matter what client architecture you choose, they can all use your 
server-side components.

There is a Visual Basic version for every type of Windows-based developer.

Visual Basic feature
Benefit
Enter-
prise
Profes-
sional
Learn-
ing
Control Creation

Customizable development environment
Increase productivity with IntelliSense features such as Quick Info, DataTips, Complete Word,
and List Properties/Methods. They eliminate the need to memorize complex syntax, optional arguments, and component properties. Plus, the new multiple-document interface (MDI) reduces cumbersome keyboard strokes and mouse clicks.
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Visual Basic, Applications Edition, version 5.0 
Use your Visual Basic skills in Microsoft Office 97 and third-party applications licensing Visual Basic, Applications Edition, because they use the same language and development environment that’s in Visual Basic 5.0.
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Project templates, sample projects, and Books Online
Take advantage of new technologies with project templates that set the properties for varying project types and sample projects for reference. Books Online provides one-touch access to comprehensive documentation.
(
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Sophisticated add-ins
Build and manipulate class modules, properties, events, and methods. Visually define ActiveX Control interfaces, design property pages, and extrude subclassed control members.
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Multiple projects
Develop and debug components and applications that use those components simultaneously in one instance of Visual Basic as easily as you create monolithic applications.
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Interface and visual inheritance
Achieve a new degree of productivity by subclassing and aggregating ActiveX Controls. 
Extend existing classes, properties, events, and methods by inheriting interfaces from other 
class modules.
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ActiveX Control creation
Create ActiveX Controls that run in Visual Basic, Visual C++, Visual FoxPro, Microsoft Office, Web applications, and any ActiveX-aware product.
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Rich set of standard controls
Includes controls such as a data-bound grid, check box, combo box, file list box, drive list box, common dialog, Web Browser, WinSock, and more than 20 others.
(
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Application creation
Compile and deploy stand-alone applications, .EXEs, and .DLLs.
(
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Learn Visual Basic Now
Jump-start the learning process with a self-paced, instructional CD-ROM that includes multimedia video lessons, narrated demonstrations, and hands-on lab exercises. 


(


Data access flexibility


Enable your DAO applications to achieve near-RDO performance when accessing ODBC data sources. DAO version 3.5 provides enhanced capabilities for ISAM and ODBC data sources.
(
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Optimizing native code compiler
Build native code applications and components that leverage the world-class compiler technology available in Microsoft Visual C++. Applications created in version 5.0 run up to 20 times faster than those in previous versions.
(
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Active Documents
Create browser-based applications from scratch or from existing Visual Basic applications that 
are hosted in Microsoft Internet Explorer and installed automatically.
(
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ActiveX Components 
for servers
Create thread-safe and high-performance multithreaded server components for maximum scalability.
(
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Microsoft Transaction Server, Developer Edition
Build three-tiered component applications including integrated-transaction and object-
management systems (for Windows NT only).
(




Native RISC support
Build high-performance, scalable applications and components that run natively on RISC platforms.
(




Remote Data Objects (RDO) version 2.0
Use RDO for high-speed ODBC database access from Internet or client/server applications using an object-based programming interface.
(




TSQL Debugger
Interactively debug SQL Server stored procedures and triggers at the same time, and on the same workstation, as you develop and debug Visual Basic(based applications.
(




Microsoft SQL Server, Developer Edition
Build and test prototype SQL Server 6.5 databases on your own LAN (for Windows NT only).
(




Microsoft Visual SourceSafe
Manage source code using an integrated code management system: including Check In/Out, visual differencing, resource sharing, and project histories for team development.
(




Application Performance Explorer (APE)
Simulate and analyze distributed application scenarios before committing to specific architectures and implementations for optimum performance.
(




Microsoft Visual Database Tools
Design and build logical and physical databases—all with one integrated tool. Also use Database Tools to build and fine-tune client-side queries and server-side data structures including tables, relations, and stored procedures.
(




Web Information

Visit the Microsoft Visual Basic World Wide Web site at http://www.microsoft.com/vbasic/


Control Creation Edition. Download Visual Basic, Control Creation Edition, from the Visual Basic Web site today, and begin creating your own sophisticated ActiveX Controls for use in all Win32-based, ActiveX-aware products.



Leverage your Visual Basic skills! Visual Basic, Applications Edition, version 5.0 is included in Microsoft 
Office 97 and all software applications that display this logo. Visual Basic, Applications Edition, version 5.0 
is the same language engine and development environment found in Visual Basic 5.0.

Specifications

To run Visual Basic, Enterprise Edition, you need:

PC with a 486DX/66 MHz or higher processor (Pentium or higher processor recommended) or any Alpha processor running Microsoft Windows NT Workstation

Microsoft Windows 95 operating system, Microsoft Windows NT Workstation operating system version 4.0 (Service Pack 2 recommended), or Microsoft Windows NT Workstation operating system version 3.51 with Service Pack 5*

16 MB of RAM for Windows 95; 32 MB for Windows NT Workstation

Hard-disk space required:

Minimum installation: 35 MB

Maximum installation of all applications and Books Online: 345 MB

CD-ROM drive

VGA or higher-resolution monitor

Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device

To run Visual Basic, Professional Edition, you need:

PC with a 486DX/66 MHz or higher processor (Pentium or higher processor recommended)

Microsoft Windows 95 operating system, Microsoft Windows NT Workstation operating system version 4.0 (Service Pack 2 recommended), or Microsoft Windows NT Workstation operating system version 3.51 with Service Pack 5*

12 MB of RAM for Windows 95 or Windows NT Workstation 4.0 (16 MB recommended); 24 MB for Windows NT Workstation 3.51

Hard-disk space required:

Minimum installation: 30 MB

Complete installation: 115 MB (220 MB required if installing online documentation)

CD-ROM drive

VGA or higher-resolution monitor

Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device

To run Visual Basic, Learning Edition, you need:

PC with a 486DX/66 MHz or higher processor (Pentium or higher processor recommended)

Microsoft Windows 95 operating system, Microsoft Windows NT Workstation operating system version 4.0 (Service Pack 2 recommended), or Microsoft Windows NT Workstation operating system version 3.51 with Service Pack 5*

8 MB of RAM for Windows 95 or Windows NT Workstation 4.0 (16 MB recommended for Windows NT Workstation 4.0); 16 MB for Windows NT Workstation 3.51

Hard-disk space required:

Minimum installation: 25 MB

Complete installation: 80 MB (205 MB required if installing online documentation and Learn Visual Basic Now)

CD-ROM drive

VGA or higher-resolution monitor

Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device

* The Internet features Hyperlink and AsyncRead are supported on Windows 95 and Windows NT Workstation 4.0 only.

For more information

For more information on the Microsoft Visual Tools family, visit MSDN Online at http://www.microsoft.com/msdn/ and MSNTM, The Microsoft Network online service. And, for headlines of the latest Microsoft developer news, events, and information, send e-mail to DevWire@microsoft.nwnet.com with “Subscribe DEVWIRE” in the message body.

To order Microsoft Visual Basic or other Microsoft Visual Tools, or to receive 
a reseller referral, in the United States or Canada, call (800) 621-7930, Dept. A334DS. Outside the United States and Canada, please contact your 
local Microsoft subsidiary.
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Get everything you need with Microsoft Visual StudioTM 97, Professional Edition. It includes Visual Basic, Visual C++, Visual FoxPro, Visual InterDev TM and �Visual J++.
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