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Diehard Macintosh Word 98 Teacher & User is Witness to a Decade of Co-evolution

Computer graphics trainer and writer Sandee Cohen is bullish on Microsoft Word 98 for Macintosh not just as a new user, but as someone who has witnessed the co-development of Word and the Macintosh. Since 1986, beginning with Word 3.02, this self taught computer graphics specialist has exclusively used Word for Mac to make her work as a teacher and author easier and more productive.
Word 98 in the Classroom

Sandee currently teaches Microsoft Word 98 both directly to private corporations as well as at The New School Computer Instruction Center in New York City. In fact, in her position as adult education instructor for desktop publishing Sandee leads 42 students each semester through basic Macintosh skills, Microsoft Word 98, and other business applications. She says she’s thrilled to see the Work menu is now automatically installed as part of Word 98. According to Sandee, that’s something that every program should have. What’s more, Sandee and her students are also enamored with the Office 98 Assistant. “I remember seeing some demos of Word 98 shortly before it came out,” she says. “I really didn’t think I would like that little Macintosh assistant on the side of the screen. I thought it was a bit silly. But I’m very impressed at how interactive it is. If I or a student of mine starts a series of tasks and it looks like we need help, the assistant actually suggests useful ideas to help us through the job.”
Teaching Word 98 to Graphical Publishing Students
Sandee also stresses the benefits of Word 98 for Mac to her corporate students who are working on developing professional page designs. By using Word, their editorial departments don’t have to work with text that is hard to read, and the text can still be imported into the page layout program without the designer having to spend wasted hours reformatting. ”I know that many lower level word processing programs don’t have the same degree of style sheet sophistication,” she says. “If I used them I’d have to worry every time I imported text.”

Word Coordinates with Page Layout Programs

With Office 98 for Mac she is able to completely coordinate the style sheets in Word with the style sheets in her page layout software. This means that she can type text in Word without knowing the final format, but when it comes into the page layout software it is completely formatted. She says this also means that she is able to write text in Word using rather large text such as Courier at 12 point, which is easier to read onscreen than smaller type. But because the style sheet names coordinate between Word and the page layout program, when her document is inserted 

into the page layout program it is automatically reformatted to fit the layout - say Minion at 10 point, for example.

Word 98 is the “Gold Standard” for Importing Text

As a writer, she has always used Word to type the text for her page layout projects, and now she uses it exclusively to type the text for her books which include: FreeHand Visual Quickstart Guide, KPT Visual Quickstart Guide, Fireworks Visual Quickstart Guide. (Non-Designer’s Scan and Print Book by Sandee Cohen with Robin Williams will be published in January by Peachpit Press). She says it is vital that she is able to coordinate her Word files with page layout software. “I need to be able to format text so that it comes into my page layout program formatted properly,” says Sandee. “I can’t spend time reformatting in the page layout program.”

Word 98 Means Customizability 
The best part of Word 98 for Sandee is the customizability built into the Mac program. She forthrightly asserts her philosophy: “Computers are the tools, people are the users, and tools should not force the user to work only in a certain way.” With Microsoft Word 98 for Mac, her philosophical fancy is indeed tickled. She can adapt the program to exactly the way she needs it to work. From keyboard shortcuts to the Work menu to customized toolbars, she controls the creative environment – and that makes her more productive.  For example, she may be working on a project that requires every so often coloring a word red. Rather than having to go up to a menu, choosing the Format function, and then navigating through several levels of dialog boxes, she can simply put the red formatting button right on the menu bar. For Sandee, being in control of the Word for Mac environment turns out to be a terrific time saver.
Word 98 Keeps the Focus on Creating Quality Content
Even better, she says she can add a keystroke to the command, allowing her to keep her fingers – and her focus - on the content. This easy-to-use stroke saver turns out to be much faster than using pull-down menus or toolbars. While some companies have refused in the past to let their users customize the keystrokes in their programs, Sandee has noticed from her years of desktop publishing experience that Word for Macintosh has always shown the most sophisticated set of customizability options. As Sandee says, “there’s no slowing down the Macintosh Power Users who whiz by with these features.” Word also takes advantage of the Macintosh keyboard and lets Sandee run wild with the Control key in her pursuit of programming commands. She says that while some companies continue to refuse to use the Control key for any sort of keystroke commands, as they attempt to keep their products more cross-platform compatible, Microsoft has not insisted on this in Word for Mac.
The Macintosh Way

Sandee started down the Macintosh road in 1986. Back then she was working as a copywriter for an ad agency and wanted to buy one of those “new” personal computers that she’d heard so much about. Two people recommended the Macintosh to her – telling her she was “the creative type.” And, she was told, the Macintosh would let her work with both text and pictures, truly a novel idea at the time. Sandee settled on a Macintosh SE, which came out of the box with basic software. There was a primitive address book, a drawing program, and other items that made the machine pretty complete, but Sandee went right out and purchased Word 3.02 to augment her text processing needs. While many people at the time were using WordPerfect in the DOS environment, Sandee was immediately sold on Word’s combination of menus and ease of use. She remembers attempting WordPerfect, and becoming absolutely lost in all the arcane codes and strange ways the program worked. Word for the Mac broke all the DOS conventions and did things “the Mac way.” That, she says, is why Word became the professional standard for all word processing on the Mac.


Changing the Way People Manage Text in Their Business

In addition to using Word on her home computer, Sandee socialized Word to the crowd at Grey Advertising, where she worked creating scripts for television commercials. As Sandee and the other the copywriters started using Word, they created all their copy on Word except for the television scripts because of the need to independently place text. “But when Word 4 for Mac came out we were thrilled to find the tables function. There was no way we could have laid out the side-by-side TV scripts with any other word processor.” She says they also used the styles in Word to format the text automatically, so copywriters who didn’t have sophisticated skills could still use the Word templates. What’s more, Sandee remembers creating a series of templates that allowed them to produce very professional-looking cells that were printed onto labels, and used as the captions for story boards. “Even though we were just in the copy department, and didn’t have the page layout program that the art department had, we were still able to produce copy that could be printed and shown to the client,” she says. “This was revolutionary at the time—the idea that writers could create professional quality copy.”

Continuing the Watch

It takes Sandee both hands to count off the machines she’s owned over the years: Mac SE, Mac si, Mac Quadra 840 av, Duo 230, Duo 2300, Gateway 2000 (Windows), and Monoraid 166 (Windows). Though she’s tried many systems, and currently sports both a PowerBook 3400 and a Macintosh 8500, when it came time to upgrade her word processing software her choice was easy – Word 98 for Mac. Still, when she looks back over the past ten years she is amazed at how far Macintosh and Word have come together. “I regard Word 98 for Mac as the ultimate standard as to how Mac software should be able to be customized.” Meanwhile, lest she forget Word for Mac’s more humble beginnings, Sandee still keeps the two 800K floppy disks for Word 3.02, though she says she'd have to hunt around for her manual.

Sandee Cohen can be reached at: SandeeC@mindspring.com.  P/N 098-85362

The Success Story Skinny – Word 98 for Mac Sets the Standard:


Uniquely positioned to observe over a decade of change in both the Macintosh platform and desktop publishing software, graphics teacher and writer Sandee Cohen still raves about Microsoft Word for Mac – from her introduction to Word 3.02 to today’s integrated Word 98 for Mac.
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Favorite Saying: “I used to tell my students that you knew who the real Word champs


were by who had a ‘Work’ menu. I’m thrilled to see the Work menu is now installed as an integral part of Word 98.”  





“You can put your own formatting ideas right on the menu bar…a terrific time saver!”





“From the beginning, I was sold on Word’s combination of ease and powerful menus.”





“There was no way we could have laid out the pages with any other word processor.”
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“I teach my students that with Word 98 you don’t have to spend hours formatting.” 





“From keyboard shortcuts to the Work menu to customized toolbars, I control the creative environment.” 








