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WebSphere Enterprise Service Bus 

Simple XML format 

This presentation provides an overview of the WebSphere® Enterprise Service Bus 
product, introducing the simple XML format concept. 
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This presentation will start by explaining why there is a new mediation flows format. It will 
then go through a comparison of the old and the new formats, and how you can convert 
from the old to the new format. Next, how this new function impacts team development. 
And finally, you can use the links at the end of the presentation to find further information 
in the Information Center. 
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Introduction 

� Pre-V7.5, mediation flow saved in three different files: 
– Duplication of information 
– Some information was in XML format 
– Some information was serialized 
– Compare and merge difficult 

� In IBM Integration Designer 7.5, mediation flows are saved in a single XML file: 
– Easier to read 
– Team development is simpler 

3 Simple XML format © 2011 IBM Corporation 

In previous releases of WebSphere Integration Developer, a mediation flow was saved in 
three different files, with duplication of information between them. Some information was in 
XML format and some information was serialized. This makes compare and merge 
difficult. 

Starting with IBM Integration Designer 7.5, mediation flows are saved in a single XML file 
that is easy to read and therefore makes team development simpler. 
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Comparison of the two formats 

The three files used to save mediation flow information were .mfcex, .mfc, and .medflow format files. 

� .mfcex files contain extensions. 

� .mfc files contain interfaces, references and operations 

� .medflow files contain mediation flow implementation information 

.mfc file 

.mfcex file 

.medflow file 

new .mfc file 

The three files used to save mediation flow information were .mfcex, .mfc and .medflow 
format files. These files were used to store information about the WebSphere Integration 
Developer extensions, the interfaces, references and operations, and the mediation flow 
implementation information. The images are shown to give you an idea of how much 
information was stored in each file. Often the files have overlapping information. The 
diagram shows how, in the new simple XML format, the three files are combined into one 
file, with the extension .mfc. 
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Example of new format code 

In this image, you see that the operation XML tag has the name 'getHello' and is followed 
by the request flow and the response flow tags. The operation XML tag is nested within 
the interface XML tag, which in turn is part of the mediation flow. The image shows that 
the information that was previously held in three separate files, is now combined into one. 
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How to convert from the old format to the new format 

You can also convert your mediation flows from the Business Integration view, by
completing these steps: 

1. Select the projects that contain the mediation flows that you want to convert 
2. Right-click and select Convert mediation flow format 
A third method, which can be started at any time, and allows manipulation of just one

property at a time: 
1. Right-click a module. Select Properties 
2. Expand the Business Integration view 
3. Select Mediation Flow 
4. Select the check box labeled “Save and Format non-simple XML mediation flow to

facilitate textual compare and merge” 
5. Click OK 
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You can save your mediation flows in an XML format that is easy to read, thus simplifying 
team development and compare or merge of the mediation flows. By default, new 
mediation flows are saved in the XML format. When you import a mediation flow that was 
created in a previous version of IBM Integration Designer, the old format is maintained. 
When you save the mediation flow, you are prompted to save the mediation flow in the 
new format. You can also convert your mediation flows from the Business Integration 
view, by completing these steps: 
1. Select the projects that contain the mediation flows that you want to convert 
2. Right-click and select Convert mediation flow format 
A third method, which can be started at any time, and allows manipulation of just one 
property at a time: 
1. Right-click a module. Select Properties 
2. Expand the Business Integration view 
3. Select Mediation Flow 
4. Select the check box labeled “Save and Format non-simple XML mediation flow to 
facilitate textual compare and merge” 
5. Click OK 
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How the new simple XML format impacts team development 

� Enables concurrent development – request flows, response flows and subflows can 
separated out into different files. 

� Makes merging and comparing easier because flow changes will only update a single file. 

� You can view the history of the flow and the simple XML format can help understand flow 
modifications. 
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Here are some advantages of the new simple XML format and its impact on team 
development: the new format enables concurrent development, because request flows, 
response flows and subflows can be separated out into different files. The new format 
makes merging and comparing easier because flow changes will only update a single file. 
And finally, you can view the history of the flow and the simple XML format can help you 
understand flow modifications. 
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Useful links 

� Optimizing a mediation flow for team development: 

http://www14.software.ibm.com/webapp/wsbroker/redirect?version=wbpm750&product=ebpm­dist&topic=tfilesave 

The link on this page takes you to an article called “Optimizing a mediation flow for team 
development” in the IBM Integration Designer Information Center, which explains how to 
save the mediation flows as three files again. 
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Feedback 

Your feedback is valuable 

You can help improve the quality of IBM Education Assistant content to better meet your 
needs by providing feedback. 

� Did you find this module useful? 

� Did it help you solve a problem or answer a question? 

� Do you have suggestions for improvements? 

Click to send email feedback: 

mailto:iea@us.ibm.com?subject=Feedback_about_WESBv75_SimpleXMLformat.ppt 

This module is also available in PDF format at: ../WESBv75_SimpleXMLformat.pdf 
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You can help improve the quality of IBM Education Assistant content by providing 
feedback. 
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