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Top Stories

Child virus outbreak reaches
Beijing

Over 40 children have died in an
outbreak of hand, foot and mouth
disease (HFMD) in China, and the
country's capital of Beijing
reported its first death due to the
disease on Wednesday. Health
authorities
state that
24,934
children in
mainland
China are
afflicted with
the disease,
and 42 children have died from it.
The cause of the disease has
been identified as Enterovirus 71
(EV-71).

Finnair negotiating possible
partnership with major Indian
airlines

Finnish air carrier Finnair has
entered talks with major Indian
airlines concerning a possible
partnership deal to feed Finnair's
international operations with
doemestic conecting flights, said
president and CEO Jukka
Hienonen.

Former judge calls for Cherie
Blair's resignation

In the United Kingdom, a former
senior judge, Gerald Butler QC,
has called for Cherie Blair to be
dismissed from her post as a
part-time judge, after accusing
her of bringing the legal
profession into disrepute by
publishing her memoirs, which
contain many indiscretions
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University hosting panel
continues discussion on
Wikipedia ethics without
Wikimedia

Wikinews has learned that the
Wikimedia Foundation has
decided not to participate in a
panel discussion that is to take
place at Santa Clara University in
California. The discussion, which
is titled 'The World that Wikipedia
Made,' was to be based on the
online encyclopedia Wikipedia
and ethics involved in the editing
of the website. It is the ninth
such meeting in a series on
technology, ethics, and law.

Wikipedia Current Events

2008 Andean diplomatic crisis:
Interpol confirms that Colombia
did not tamper with computer
files in hardware seized from Raul
Reyes, showing that Venezuela
and Ecuador provided funding,
assistance and drug routes to the
terrorist group Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia.

+CBS agreed to buy the popular
computer and technology website
CNET Networks for $1.75 billion.

«General Electric has stated that it
wants to auction off its domestic
appliances business. GE has been
involved in that field of business
since 1907.

«The California Supreme Court
rules that a ban on same-sex
marriage is unconstitutional
under the California state
constitution.

*The number of United States
workers filing jobless claims for
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initial unemployment benefits
rises by 6,000 while the number
on benefit rolls after a first week
of aid hit a four-year high.

«The US Federal Reserve System
reports that the industrial output
of the nations factories, mines
and utilities fell by 0.7% in April
in a broad-based decline led by
motor vehicles.

*The death toll from the
earthquake reaches nearly
20,000.

«The Government of China
predicts that the death toll could
reach 50,000.

Myanmar's military junta, the
State Peace and Development
Council, claims that the Burmese
constitutional referendum, 2008
approved their new constitution
of Myanmar with a 92.4%
majority.

*The State Peace and
Development Council warns that
legal action will be taken against
those people that hoard or trade
international foreign aid as the
death toll from Cyclone Nargis
rises to 43,000.

Former judge calls for Cherie
Blair's resignation

In the United Kingdom, a former
senior judge, Gerald Butler QC,
has called for Cherie Blair to be
dismissed from her post as a part-
time judge, after accusing her of
bringing the legal profession into
disrepute by publishing her
memoirs, which contain many
indiscretions.
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Blair, who is a recorder (a barrister
who sits occasionally as a judge),
has just published her memoirs,
Speaking for Myself. Butler, who
was the senior judge at Southwark
Crown Court in Central London for
13 years said, "I don't think she
should continue to sit as a
recorder. If she wants to tread this
path of making money by
outrageous comments that is up to
her, but I don't think this is a job
for a judge. It shows a complete
lack of any kind of decency. It's
the kind of conduct which
demeans the legal profession. It is
disgraceful, but nothing less than I
would expect from her."

A member of the Bar Council, John
Cooper, said: "One of the
important factors in being a judge
is being able to exercise judgment,
and part of that judgment is being
trusted with confidential material.
One has to be very careful, in my
view, in what one exposes to the
public gaze. I know of no High
Court judge who has written their
memoirs before they have retired."

However, Cherie Blair replied on

BBC Radio 4's Woman’s Hour that
she wouldn't quit, saying that law
was "really important to my life".

Russia launches Progress
spacecraft to resupply Space
Station

At 20:22:54 GMT yesterday
evening, a Russian Soyuz-U carrier
rocket lifted off from Launch
Complex 1/5 at the Baikonur
Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan, and
successfully placed a Progress
spacecraft into low Earth orbit. The
spacecraft, designated Progress
M-64 and 29P, is flying to resupply
the International Space Station
(ISS). Following a series of
manoeuvres, it is expected to dock
with the Space Station's Zarya
module at 21:36 GMT tomorrow
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evening.

Progress spacecraft are launched
every few months to deliver new
supplies to the astronauts and
cosmonauts aboard the Station.
The current crew aboard the ISS
are Russians Sergei Volkov and
Oleg Kononenko, and American
Garrett Reisman, who make up
Expedition 17. The next manned
launch to the Station is planned to
occur at the end of the month,
when Space Shuttle Endeavour will
launch with the main pressurised
component of the Japanese
Experiment Module.

The freighter is carrying 1300kg of
dry cargo, 350kg of propellant,
30kg of oxygen and 20kg air for
the life support system, and 420kg
of water. This cargo will be
removed from the Progress
spacecraft, and replaced with
waste. The spacecraft will undock,
de-orbit, and be destroyed during
controlled atmospheric re-entry in
several months time.

This is the 23rd orbital launch of
2008, and the second Progress
launch of the year. The next
Progress launch is scheduled to
occur in August.

Clinton wins West Virginia
Democratic primary

Hillary Clinton earned a victory in
West Virginia Tuesday night as the
American Democratic Presidential
campaign continues. She took
two-thirds of the votes over rival
Barack Obama.

Despite the commanding lead that
Obama has for the Democratic
nomination, Clinton continues to
be committed to campaigning until
the party convention in late
August.

Clinton won 67% of the vote. This
is significantly ahead of the figure
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of 26% achieved by Obama.

She commented on her victory in
speech made to her supporters.
"There are some who have wanted
to cut this race short, but here in
West Virginia, you know a thing or
two about rough roads to the top
of the mountain."

"I'm more determined than ever to
carry on this campaign until
everyone has had a chance to
make their voices heard," she also
said.

British Columbia helicopter
crash kills 4

A helicopter crash Tuesday in
Cranbrook, British Columbia left a
pedestrian and the aircraft's three
occupants dead. Authorities such
as Canada's Transportation Safety
Board continue to investigate, and
have not yet identified a reason for
the crash. Canadian Transport
Minister Lawrence Cannon issued a
statement of condolences
regarding those involved in the
disaster, while confirming the
federal government's involvement
in the investigation.

"On behalf of the Government of
Canada, I would like to convey my
condolences to the families of
those killed in this tragic accident,”
said Cannon.

He continued, "We will cooperate
fully with the Transportation
Safety Board as they investigate
this accident. Transport Canada
has appointed a Minister's
Observer, who will keep me
informed of the investigation's
progress."

He also stated that "in addition,
the department will verify that the
company continues to comply with
all aspects of Canadian Aviation
Regulations and the conditions of
its air operator certificate."
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2008 MLS: Week 7 Round-up
Strong road victories for the
Columbus Crew and the Chicago
Fire strengthened their positions at
the top of the stacked Eastern
Conference, while in the Western
Conference defending champions
Houston Dynamo became the final
team to record a win.

San Jose Earthquakes 2-3
Columbus Crew

Columbus trailed the San Jose
Earthquakes going into the 73rd
minute, before a double-salvo by
Robbie Rogers and a first of the
season for Brad Evans handed the
Crew a 3-1 lead. A consolation
from the Earthquakes could not
prevent Columbus securing a fifth
consecutive win.

D.C. United 0-2 Chicago Fire
Chicago Fire are just 2 points off
Columbus' tail after they defeated
D.C. United 2-0 at RFK Stadium. A
cool side-footed finish by Justin
Mapp opened the scoring for the
visitors, and a spectacular 30 yard
drive by Cuauhtemoc Blanco
sealed a 4th defeat in 5 for DC,
who were without Designated
Player Marcelo Gallardo. DC United
are now 4 points adrift at the
bottom of the Eastern Conference.

Elsewhere in the Eastern
Conference, both New England
Revolution and the New York Red
Bulls boosted their early season
play-off hopes with victories in Los
Angeles.

Los Angeles Galaxy 1-2 Red Bull
New York

New York defeated LA Galaxy 2-1,
with Juan Pablo Angel bagging the
game-winner and his first of the
season. The Red Bulls had taken
the lead in the first half through
rookie Danleigh Borman's first
career goal, before Alan Gordon
equalised for the Galaxy. However,
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almost immediately from the
restart Dane Richards drove down
the pitch and slid Angel in, who
subsequently rounded Cronin and
slotted home.

Chivas USA 1-2 New England
Revolution

In the second game at the Home
Depot Center in Week 7, Taylor
Twellman announced his return
from injury with the 2nd goal in
New England Revolution's 2-1 win
over Chivas USA. Gambian
teenager Kenny Mansally had put
the Revs in front with his 2nd of
the season, and Twellman's left-
footed strike gave New England a
2-0 advantage. It proved crucial as
Justin Braun netted his first career
goal in injury time to give Chivas
USA only a consolation.

Houston Dynamo 2-1 Colorado
Rapids

Out in the Western Conference,
leaders, the Colorado Rapids,
succumbed to an ill-tempered 2-1
defeat to the Houston Dynamo.
Omar Cummings' equaliser for the
Rapids was sandwiched between
Brian Ching and Dwayne De
Rosario strikes for the 2007
Champions, who became the last
team in this year's competition to
record a victory. The Rapids
remain top of the Western
Conference with 9 points.

Real Salt Lake 2-1 FC Dallas

In the 2nd all-West match-up,

Real Salt Lake continued their fine
home form with a 2-1 success over
FC Dallas. Argentine playmaker
Javier Morales built on a two-assist
performance last week with the
opening goal at Rice-Eccles
Stadium. While Kenny Cooper
would equalise for Dallas with a
well taken strike from an acute
angle, Kyle Beckerman got a touch
to Andy Williams' deft through ball
to hand RSL just their 2nd win of
the season.
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Finnair negotiating possible
partnership with major Indian
airlines

Finnish air carrier Finnair has
entered talks with major Indian
airlines concerning a possible
partnership deal to feed Finnair's
international operations with
domestic conecting flights, said
president and CEO Jukka
Hienonen.

“We are in partnership talks with
the leading airlines of India. We
need this in the long run. This
would simply make our
connections locally better and it
would also help in timetable
coordination with the connecting
flights... People would not fly to
only where we fly. They would like
to fly to other destinations as well,
within India. So we would need a
local partner to cooperate,” said
Hienonen, who refused to name
any of the airlines involved.

Finnair launched services to India
in 2006 and will soon step up to
thriteen flights a week there, with
daily flights from New Delhi and
six-days-a-week from Mumbai.
There are plans to also fly from
Bangalore or Chennai within two to
three years.

Finnair is a memeber of Oneworld
Alliance, which is the world's third-
largest airline alliance and includes
members such as British Airways,
American Airlines, Qantas and
Japan Airlines and other major
international airlines. Hienonen
explained that he wished the
alliance to include an Indian
airline, saying "I have also been
urging the board of Oneworld that
we should have an Indian partner
as well. That is also in the process
at the moment. So ideally, we may
partner the same airline.”

The airline has seen rapid sales
growth since beginning services in
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India. Finnair beleives that there is
significant potential to serve
business travellers due to good
commercial links between the
countries. Around 70 major Finnish
companies including mobile phone
manufacturer Nokia and
engineering giant KONE have plans
for large-scale expansion in India
and employ as many as 11,000
Indians, while Infosys, Sasken and
Wipro and other large Indian
software compnies are set to begin
operations in Finland.

Also discussed were related fleet
modernisation plans. "By the first
quarter of 2010, we would be
phasing out all our Boeing MD-11s
[the MD-11 is sometime
considered a Boeing after the
company bought out McDonnell
Douglas] and they would be
replaced by Airbus A340s and
A330s... Airbus 330s are best for
shorter routes. We will have five of
them by the first half of next year
and they will be primarily for the
Indian traffic," stated Hienonen,
explaining that the older airliners
have greater fuel consumptions.
High fuel costs have caused a
number of airline shutdowns in
recent years.

Finnair, currently in its 85th year,
is one of the world's oldest airlines
stil conducting operations. The
company flew 8.6 million
passengers in 2007, 1.2 million of
whom were on the airline's Asian
routes. Last year saw a two billion
Euro turnover, and the firm
employs 9,500 people worldwide.

University hosting panel
continues discussion on
Wikipedia ethics without
Wikimedia

Wikinews has learned that the
Wikimedia Foundation has decided
not to participate in a panel
discussion that is to take place at
Santa Clara University in
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California. The discussion, which is
titled 'The World that Wikipedia
Made,' was to be based on the
online encyclopedia Wikipedia and
ethics involved in the editing of the
website. It is the ninth such
meeting in a series on technology,
ethics, and law and is taking place
today.

In an e-mail to Wikinews, Miriam
Schulman the communications
director for the Markkula Center
for Applied Ethics at Santa Clara
University which is to host the
discussion, states that Mike
Godwin, legal counsel for the
Foundation, will not be speaking
during the discussion as was
originally planned.

According to Schulman, Godwin
canceled his scheduled appearance
just one week ago and has decided
not to have anyone from the
foundation replace him. Valleywag,
a gossip website about technology,
recently reported that Godwin was
not attending due to a
"groundswell of criticism of
Wikipedia," which turned out to be
false.

"I don't want to speak for Mr.
Godwin or Wikimedia, but
someone else made an incorrect
assumption about this, so let me
clarify that in our understanding,
the problem was never with the
composition of the panel. Mike
Godwin, General Counsel of
Wikimedia, was scheduled to
participate in the panel, 'The World
that Wikipedia Made,' on May 15.
Last week, Mr. Godwin informed us
that he would not participate, and
subsequent discussions with
Wikimedia Foundation indicated
that they would not designate a
replacement speaker," stated
Schulman to Wikinews.

"This is our ninth such panel (in
addition to the hundreds of events
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on other topics our centers run
each year), and we feel confident
in our ability to set a respectful
tone for discourse on controversial
topics," added Schulman.

Schulman would not comment on
the reason for the Foundation's
decision. Wikinews also attempted
to contact Godwin, but was
directed to Jay Walsh who is the
head of communications for the
Foundation. So far, Wikinews has
not received a response.

The panel was to include Carl
Hewitt an electrical and computer
science engineer at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and
Godwin discussing Wikipedia with
Pedro Hernandez-Ramos, associate
director for the Center for Science,
Technology, and Society
moderating the discussion. The
plan was to discuss Wikipedia, and
what does and doesn't work for
the encyclopedia.

"This panel will explore what works
and what doesn't in the Wikipedia
editing model from the angles of
ethics, expertise, education, and
the law," said a statement on the
Center's website.

Schulman states that the
discussion, which is open to the
public, is "still planned" for
Thursday May 15 at 6:00 p.m.
(pacific time) at the De Saisset
Museum on the university's
campus, but it is not yet known if
anyone outside the Foundation will
be replacing Godwin. The High
Tech Law Institute along with the
Ethics Center are sponsoring the
discussion. Both individuals are
still attending the discussion.

"These events are always open to
the public, which means everyone
is welcome. In this kind of setting,
we invite anyone with an interest
in the topic," stated Schulman to
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Wikinews.

The Foundation is the parent
organization of Wikipedia and
other projects such as Wikinews
and Wikimedia Commons, a Wiki
dedicated to hosting images that
can be used throughout the
projects of the Foundation.

Child virus outbreak reaches
Beijing

Over 40 children have died in an
outbreak of hand, foot and mouth
disease (HFMD) in China, and the
country's capital of Beijing
reported its first death due to the
disease on Wednesday. According
to Xinhua News Agency, Beijing
Health Bureau spokeswoman Deng
Xiaohong said that the 13-month-
old boy died Sunday while en route
to the hospital. Health authorities
state that 24,934 children in
mainland China are afflicted with
the disease, and 42 children have
died from it. The cause of the
disease has been identified as
Enterovirus 71 (EV-71). HFMD can
also be caused by Coxsackievirus.

Another child infected with the
virus died Monday, but as he died
in Hebei province his death was
counted there. Xinhua News
Agency also reported that a 21-
month-old boy died Monday of the
virus in Hubei province. After an
order was given last week by the
Ministry of Health of the People's
Republic of China that all cases
must be reported, the count of
those infected has increased
markedly.

Eastern China saw a large number
of cases in early March, but this
information was not made public
until late April. In March, Children
under age six in eastern Anhui
province began being admitted to
hospitals with symptoms of the
virus, and the outbreak spread
quickly after that. The city of
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Fuyang in Anhui province was
especially hard-hit by the
outbreak. "The majority of patients
who were in critical condition have
recovered," said a Health Ministry
official in a statement on Monday.
As of Monday, 3,606 HFMD
infections had been reported in
Beijing. Deaths have occurred in
the provinces of Anhui,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Hainan,
Hunan, Zhejiang, Beijing and
Hubei.

“What I know is the death rate has
gone down drastically since early
May.”

—World Health Organization China
representative Hans Troedsson

"What I know is the death rate has
gone down drastically since early
May. There are very, very few
cases with complications — 99
percent of these are mild cases,"
said World Health Organization
(WHO) China representative Hans
Troedsson in a statement on
Wednesday. Incidents of the
disease are expected to peak in
June and July.

Children with mild cases of the
disease generally recover rapidly
after manifesting a rash and a
fever. Other symptoms include
diarrhea, cold-like symptoms, and
sores on the extremities and
mouth. In severe cases, fluid may
accumulate in the brain, and result
in meningitis, encephalitis,
pulmonary edema, paralysis and
death. The EV-71 virus is spread
through contact with fluid secreted
from blisters, nose and throat
mucus, feces and saliva. There is
no specific treatment or vaccine
for the virus. The disease is
unrelated to foot-and-mouth
disease, which affects livestock.

“China is confident that it can
control the spread of the disease
with effective prevention
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methods.” —Ministry of Health
spokesman Mao Qunan

United States Department of
Health and Human Services
Secretary Mike Leavitt was visiting
in the country, and said in a
statement Monday in Shanghai
that the U.S. is assisting China
fight the outbreak. According to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), a division of
the Department of Health and
Human Services, symptomatic
treatment can be given to address
possible fever and aches and
pains. The CDC advises children
and adults to practice proper hand
washing technique, and to wash
and disinfect contaminated items
and surfaces using diluted solution
of chlorine-containing bleach.

China is also dealing with
magnitude-7.9 earthquake which
hit the country Monday and has
killed almost 15,000. The outbreak
is a concern to the government, as
the country prepares for the 2008
Summer Olympics in Beijing this
August. "We are confident the
potential outbreak will not affect
the Beijing Olympic Games,"
China's Health Ministry spokesman
Mao Qunan stated. And at a joint
press conference held by China's
Ministry of Health and the WHO,
he further noted that, "China is
confident that it can control the
spread of the disease with
effective prevention methods."

Today in History
1204 - Fourth Crusade: Count
Baldwin IX of Flanders was
crowned the first Latin Emperor in
Constantinople.

1811 - Peninsular War: An allied
force of British, Spanish, and
Portuguese troops clashed with the
French at the Battle of Albuera
south of Badajoz, Spain.
1866 - Root beer was first
prepared commercially by
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American pharmacist Charles
Elmer Hires.
1877 - President Patrice de Mac-
Mahon dismissed Jules Simon and
installed Albert, Duc de Broglie as
Prime Minister, triggering a
political crisis in the French Third
Republic.

1929 - The first Academy Awards
were handed out at the Hollywood
Roosevelt Hotel in Los Angeles.
1966 - Chinese leader Mao Zedong
launched the Cultural Revolution
officially as a campaign to rid
China of its liberal bourgeoisie
elements and to continue
revolutionary class struggle.
May 16 is Teacher's Day in
Malaysia

Quote of the Day

Nothing happens to
anybody which he is not fitted by
nature to bear. ~ Marcus Aurelius

Word of the Day
cricket n

1. Aninsect in the order
Orthoptera that makes a
chirping sound by rubbing
its wing casings against
combs on its hind legs.

2. A game played outdoors
with bats and a ball
between two teams of
eleven.
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