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Top Stories

French newspaper suggests 
Osama bin Laden may be dead

The French daily 
newspaper L'Est 
Republicain reported 
today that "According to 
a source that is usually 

reliable, Saudi secret services are 
now convinced that Osama bin 
Laden is dead," citing what it said 
was a French secret service 
report dated September 21. 
Meanwhile, a Saudi source told 
CNN that bin Laden has a water-
borne illness.

First successful anti-coup 
protest in Thailand

Amid fears of being 
arrested for breaking the 
military ban on protests 
and political gatherings, 
30 people have 

protested, joined by over 200 
observers, without any immediate 
arrests in front of Siam Center in 
downtown Bangkok.

Featured story

Google convicted in case 
brought by Belgian press
Earlier this week a Belgian court 
ruled that Google News could not 
use material from "Belgian 
publishers of the French- and 
German-speaking daily press" 
without paying a copyright fee. 
The ruling followed a case 
brought by Copiepresse, an 
association of French- and 
German-language newspaper 
editors in Belgium, challenging 
the right of Google to run their 

Featured story

news aggregator under the 
current copyright laws.

Wikipedia Current Events

• Ali Abdullah Saleh, in office 
since 1978, is re-elected as 
President of Yemen with 77.2% 
of the votes, prompting 
allegations of electoral fraud from 
the Yemeni opposition coalition. 

•In an interview with Fox News 
Sunday, to be aired on 
September 24, Former U.S. 
President Bill Clinton says, "At 
least I tried. That's the difference 
in me and some, including all of 
the right-wingers who are 
attacking me now," responding to 
those who criticize him for the 
September 11th terrorist attacks, 
"They had eight months to try, 
they did not try. I tried. So I tried 
and failed." 

•Toomas Hendrik Ilves is elected 
the new President of Estonia, 
defeating incumbent Arnold 
Rüütel. 

•French authorities are 
investigating reports that Osama 
bin Laden has died of typhoid 
after a leaked French secret 
service report. Time magazine 
also cites an unknown Saudi 
Arabian source that Bin Laden 
had a waterborne disease and 
may be dead. However, French 
and U.S. authorities are unable to 
confirm these reports. 

•A car bomb attack on a fuel 
station in the Sadr City district of 
Baghdad, Iraq, kills at least 26 
people. Many others are injured. 

Wikipedia Current Events

•Iraq's Interior Ministry 
announces they have arrested 
one of the leaders of Islamist 
militant group Ansar al-Sunna. 

•Japan's Solar-B mission is 
launched from the Uchinoura 
Space Center. 

Google convicted in case 
brought by Belgian press
Earlier this week a Belgian court 
ruled that Google News could not 
use material from "Belgian 
publishers of the French- and 
German-speaking daily press" 
without paying a copyright fee. 
The ruling followed a case brought 
by Copiepresse, an association of 
French- and German-language 
newspaper editors in Belgium, 
challenging the right of Google to 
run their news aggregator under 
the current copyright laws.

Google removed the newspapers 
Le Soir, La Libre Belgique and 
Dernière Heure from its indexes 
immediately, causing them to 
disappear from google.be as well. 
However, Google Inc. faced daily 
fines of €500,000 (USD$640,000) 
for not posting the 2315 word 
court ruling on its google.be and 
news.google.be pages. Google 
appealed that part of the verdict, 
but the judge now confirms it, and 
both sites now display the court's 
ruling.

Investigation of the extent of 
Google's compliance with the court 
order reveals that all links and 
cached copies of material from Le 
Soir's site have been rendered 
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inaccessible. A search for pages on 
the site http://www.lesoir.be 
returns the message, "In response 
to a legal request submitted to 
Google, we have removed 1260 
result(s) from this page. If you 
wish, you may read more about 
the request at ChillingEffects.org."

Google News displays 
photographs, headlines, and 
opening paragraphs of articles by 
members of the print, broadcast, 
and online-only media. This 
content forms topical homepages 
for web users, who then are 
encouraged to read the complete 
article on the news source's 
website. During the trial, internet 
adviser Luc Golvers argued that 
Google News is not a search 
engine, but a news portal.

Google News was launched as a 
beta edition in April 2002, and 
came out of beta January 2006. A 
similar trial is being held in 
France, with Agence France-Presse 
(AFP) as the plaintiff.

Mayfield Exposed! highlights 
artworks of Brampton high 
school students
Now on display at the Fridge Front 
Gallery in Shoppers World is 
"Mayfield Exposed!", an exhibit of 
artworks by high school students.

Eighteen students in Mayfield 
School of the Arts' Visual Arts 
program participated, from grades 
nine, ten, and eleven. The exhibit 
was organized by Stephanie 
Hagendorn and Paulina Su, both 
students at Mayfield who were 
once Visual Arts Brampton teen 
members.

The exhibit highlights a diverse 
range of subject matter, medias 
used, and style.

Among the sixteen other artists 
participating are Alana Arvay, 

Nicole Clouston, Emily Kowalik, 
Susan Li, Kirsten Marry, Tiffany 
Modinsar, Jannin Moore, Sarah 
Patterson, Alexandra Platt, Ricardo 
Stephen, Paulina Su, Brandie 
Wilkerson, Kristen Wilkinson, Clint 
Wilson, James Wu, and Lisa 
Young.  

Fridge Front is run by Visual Arts 
Brampton, and is located on the 
west side of Shoppers World mall 
in Brampton. Shoppers World at 
499 Main Street South, at the 
corner of Steeles Avenue.

Interview with Sean Semper-
Whyte, City Council candidate 
for Ward 6 in Mississauga, 
Canada
The upcoming 2006 Mississauga 
municipal election, to be held 
November 13, features an array of 
candidates looking to represent 
their wards in city council.

Wikinews contributor Nicholas 
Moreau has contacted as many 
candidates as possible, including 
Sean Semper-Whyte, asking them 
to answer common questions sent 
in an email. There is no incumbent 
in the ward; also competing for 
the position are Matanat Khan, 
Olive Rose Steele, Terry Pierce, Jr., 
Ron Starr, and former MP Carolyn 
Parrish.

Q: List the three most important 
issues in your campaign, and 
briefly explain why these are 
important.
A: 1. Long-term Care and access 
for seniors, which includes 
transportation for seniors around 
the region.
We have an aging region, which is 
also evident on council. We must 
have structure in place to 
anticipate the needs of our aged 
community and the strategic plans 
to acquire funding from federal 
and provincial budgets to meet 
those needs. If we are not able to 

meet the needs of this often, 
vulnerable area of our community, 
we neglect the very foundation of 
our current community legacy. 
This important acknowledgement 
of the seniors, within our 
community, also helps us to build 
for the future of our community. 
This will establish a community 
best practice, and perspective of 
real security for those often 
twilight (uncertain) years of our 
vulnerable aged citizens.
2. Overall Safety and Security:
"Our age is one of trouble and 
tension and violence. It is also one 
of great progress and 
achievement. It holds both the 
promise of a far better life for all 
men and the threat of no life at all 
for mankind. Which is it to be?" 
Lester B. Pearson.
What has been through our 
society has been consistent even 
to today. Though some would say 
crime numbers are down, they 
also in the same breath 
acknowledge violent crimes are 
up. This is not acceptable to me, 
nor due I believe the community is 
accepting of this. It would seem 
we have not learned very much if 
we are not able to make change to 
age old issues. This is the very 
reason we need to see council 
have a greater youthful presence, 
as we look to utilize resources 
previously unavailable to address 
these very issues. This issue 
identifies the whole community is 
at risk, due to the emotional 
disturbance of a few within.
3. Building Growth:
This is an exhaustive agenda; 
which speaks to individuals, 
families, neighbourhoods, Wards, 
City, Region, Province, and Nation. 
It all starts with the individual; we 
must all choose to be greater than 
the sum of our individual abilities 
through collaborative partnerships, 
which speaks of communion (the 
act of sharing or holding in 
common participation).
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We can only be as strong as our 
weakest link. The very idea of the 
rich getting richer while the poor 
become more so, negates the very 
concept of growth. Growth is 
about balance which cannot be 
achieved by hoarding or though 
preference. Though it may seem 
to work for a time eventually all 
things will comeback into balance 
by way of natural or structured 
design.

Q: What one election issue do you 
feel is most relevant to your ward 
in this election?
A: Building Growth into the 
community is that very issue. 
Reflective of the environment it 
occupies growth is also about the 
parks we build and how we 
maintain them. The way we build 
our communities and the freedoms 
those who live in the community 
are able to realize. Be it access to 
jobs, more family or alone time, 
what we build into the community 
is life. Are our community of 
individuals, families, neighbours 
and the like able to grow within 
the system of government 
established. Are taxes too high, 
can people live with the cost of 
inflation and community fees, are 
we working to live, or living to 
work? How can we realize a 
greater balance to these concerns? 
We do so through unprecedented 
innovation.

Q: What vision do you have, for 
what you ward should look like?
A: Should the people of Ward Six 
(6) choose Sean Semper-Whyte as 
their next City Councillor, I will 
become the leader they have 
hoped for and counted on. The 
vision I see is one of being our 
brothers, and sister’s keeper, this 
can only happen with someone in 
leadership who has a heart of and 
for service; it cannot be faked, or 
imitated. Ward Six will be the 
standard for community growth, 

progress, and prosperity. We will 
develop neighbourhood 
associations, which can tap into 
the resources of the region to 
improve community living.

Q: What qualities or experiences 
do you possess, that make you 
more desirable than the 
incumbent?
A: As a young adult I reflect the 
long-term direction of the city. I 
have a fresh outlook on the legacy 
of the city and the stamina of 
youth to see the vision through, to 
the next generation of Municipal 
leadership, as I am the next 
generation! As a new face to the 
city hall scene, I don’t hold any 
political posture or agenda; which 
could compromise my serving the 
best interests of my constituents. 
There is also no incumbent in 
Mississauga’s Ward Six in 2006.

Q: Why do you want to represent 
your ward on council?
A: I believe Ward Six is a unique 
place, which represents the core of 
what Mississauga is about. We see 
this in the growth, families, and 
lives of the entire community, as 
we work, play and live to the 
fullest. We believe in the future, 
and that the future can be a better 
place for the whole community. 
This is what we are working 
towards as individuals, families, 
and neighbours. I believe this is 
where we need to focus to create 
a stronger city, and a focus I will 
bring to council.

Q: Of the decisions made by 
council since the last election, 
which one would you have 
changed, and why?
A: I believe strongly in 
collaboration and partnerships, in 
fact this is how big business is 
being run today all over the world; 
“we are not an island unto 
ourselves”. If the City of 
Mississauga is to be run like a 

corporation lets be true to the 
ideals of a corporation. I believe 
we need to strengthen our 
relationships with Brampton and 
Caledon while also looking out for 
the best interests of our 
communities as a priority. Taking a 
collaborative approach should 
always be our first option, as like a 
corporation we are competing for 
consumer investment. Consumers 
not only favour brands, they 
favour ease of use and value for 
their hard earned dollar. Packaging 
a well-run Region trumps the 
struggling city.

Q: How are you currently involved 
in the community?
A: I have always been an 
individual who believes in 
volunteering, this has been how I 
was able to secure many of my 
jobs, from my youth. In my small 
business Semper-Whyte Solutions 
– we are a safety and security 
interest. We were a sponsor to this 
year’s, Peel Community Police 
Race Against Racism, an effort I 
have participated in annually since 
2003. This year I believed in 
taking the next step in that of 
being a sponsor. As a strong 
proponent of diversity, in this 
multicultural community, safety 
and security for all citizens is a 
major priority.
I have recently submitted for the 
review of Youth Bureau officers a 
strategy to not only draw 
awareness to the issues of Crime, 
Violence, bullying, and terror, but 
also solutions to minimizing these 
incidents within our community. 
We can all talk about the problems 
but we must all also be active in 
their resolutions.
I have volunteered with the 
Association of Black Law 
Enforcers, (A.B.L.E.) representing 
ABLE at several community 
functions including 2005’s 
Community Crime Awareness day, 
organized by the Mississauga 
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Chinese Business Association, and 
will be doing so again this year. As 
a participant in this years Malton 
Community festival with my local 
church group, Cathedral of Praise 
Family Worship Centre, meeting 
and encouraging, individuals and 
groups sharing and moving 
forward the community vision is a 
priority for me.
This vision shared by organizations 
like the Argos Foundation, Taking 
IT Global, (Youth Focused) and the 
African Canadian Christian 
Network, are organizations I am 
currently working with through 
supporting their efforts or in 
proposal drafting, though these 
are only a few.

Q: Many councillors are quite 
seasoned in the civic political 
process. What could you bring to 
the table as a "rookie", above and 
beyond the current roster of 
councillors?
A: The challenge of being a rookie 
is not so great, as the challenge of 
being in government where it is 
possible for the infusion of new 
ideas and perspective to be 
caramelized by unhealthy 
friendships or agendas. As a new – 
young – fresh – candidate, I bring 
opportunity to retune the way in 
which Council interprets the city 
vision for the *Total Community.

Q: What service is most lacking in 
Mississauga?
A: Mississauga needs to be an 
accessible city. The recent 
development of the “Link” at the 
airport is one way to improve city 
access. Not only do we need to 
plan for access to Toronto, we 
need to plan for similar access 
around the city for our community.

Q: The city recently released a 
study regarding transforming the 
City Hall and area. How do you 
feel about these plans?
A: As indicated earlier this is a 

great vision, this vision must not 
take away from our developing the 
true core of the city, which is its 
people. Buildings will come and 
go, the legacy of the people who 
live here is what will live on in 
generations to come.

Q: How do you feel about 
Mississauga's rate of expansion?
A: This is a natural supply and 
demand concern, which we must 
look to with eyes of 
understanding. Are we building for 
the sake of building or to establish 
a stronger community position for 
anticipated growth. As long as we 
respect and incorporate the need 
for supportive infrastructure we 
can meet the demand with a 
strategic supply methodology. 
Mississauga is and will always be a 
destination of choice as long as we 
respect the needs of its whole 
community.

Q: What are your opinions on 
Mississauga's congestion and 
public transit funding?
A: As indicated earlier these are 
concerns we must look to 
resolving now through innovative 
solutions.

Q: Why should businesses be 
attracted to locating in 
Mississauga?
A: This is a moot question!

Q: How could Mississauga further 
itself in attracting corporate 
investment?
A: Mississauga has operated 
within the standards of general 
best practices, and in some cases 
has set the standard to be met by 
other communities. Mississauga 
cannot sit on our past 
achievements; we must continue 
to push the boundaries of 
innovation by empowering the 
corporations and its citizens, to 
maximize the numerous resources 
at hand. In setting the pace for 

innovation we become the 
incubator for the next big ideas 
and the organizations that will 
bring them to fruition.

Q: Why have you chosen to 
involve yourself in the political 
process?
A: I believe with all my heart that 
we must all be involved, more 
than this I believe we can set a 
greater standard for Total 
Community service, by 
demonstrating exceptional service 
to the community. This has not 
been happening as much as it 
could be. I believe we need to 
work towards that standard of 
greatness others seem to be 
waning from, at a cost to hard 
working community members. It is 
time we fire-Up City Hall and 
challenge growth through change. 
I want to call my City Councillor 
and get Him not his secretary or 
aid, and if not have him or her 
return my call within a timely 
manner – this is service and the 
type of service I will provide as 
City Councillor for Ward Six.

Q: What does Mississauga mean to 
you?
A: Though the original indigenous 
peoples of the area; the 
Mississauga’s, left the area in 
1847, they left with the settlers a 
spirit of community 
empowerment, advancement, and 
growth. That spirit lives on today 
in the City of Mississauga, and its 
community Mississaugan’s. We are 
a hearty people who rise to the 
challenges of life; which are 
community empowerment, 
advancement, and growth. Today 
we can say, though things change 
they remain the same. We are a 
community of legacy, and the 
legacy continues.

Small technical changes have 
been made to select responses, 
the entire original text can be read 
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on the article's talk page. Best 
efforts have been made to not 
affect the actual text of the 
interview.

U.S. Navy officially retires F-14
The U.S. Navy's F-14 made its last 
ceremonial flight at the Naval Air 
Station Oceana, Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. The jet that was 
supposed to fly for its ceremonial 
flight never made it due to 
mechanical problems. However, a 
back-up F-14 was in time for the 
flight. The aging jets have seen 
costly maintenance and many 
problems involving its wings. In 
total there were six F-14s in the 
ceremony, several of these will go 
on display at the Davis Monthan 
Air Force Base in Arizona. The last 
six of the navy's F-14s will stop 
flying on September 30. It will be 
replaced by F/A-18E which will 
have better capabilities and lower 
maintenance cost.

Estonia elects Toomas Hendrik 
Ilves as President
Toomas Hendrik Ilves, currently a 
member of the European 
Parliament, was elected today to 
be the fourth President of Estonia. 
In the first ballot of the third 
round of elections, the first one 
not in Parliament but in an 
enlarged "Election Council", Ilves, 
53, received 174 votes, against his 
opponent, incumbent Arnold 
Rüütel's 162. Ilves formerly served 
twice as Estonian Foreign Minister, 
and before that as Ambassador to 
the United States, Canada, and 
Mexico. Ilves will begin his five-
year term in October.

French newspaper suggests 
Osama bin Laden may be dead
The French daily newspaper L'Est 
Republicain reported today that Al-
Qaeda's Osama bin Laden may 
have died of Typhoid Fever in 
Pakistan on August 23, citing what 
it said was a leaked French secret 

service report dated September 
21. The newspaper reported that 
unnamed Saudi secret services 
sources passed this information to 
the Direction générale de la 
sécurité extérieure (DGSE, the 
French external secret service).

"According to a source that is 
usually reliable, Saudi secret 
services are now convinced that 
Osama bin Laden is dead," said 
the French intelligence report. The 
report states that Saudi Arabia 
first heard the information on 
September 4 and are searching for 
more details, more specifically 
Osama's burial place, before 
making an official announcement. 
Bin Laden is alleged to have 
succumbed to a serious bout of 
typhoid fever, which caused a 
partial paralysis of his lower limbs. 
Due to his remote hideout, the 
report claims, medical assistance 
was out of the question.

A spokesperson of the Pakistani 
home office said that he had no 
information about the possible 
death of Osama bin Laden. U.S. 
intelligence services and 
spokespeople at the White House 
also say they have no confirmation 
of the report.

French President Jacques Chirac 
reacted: "I was rather surprised to 
see that a confidential note from 
the DGSE was published and I 
have asked the minister of defence 
to start an investigation 
immediately and to reach 
whatever conclusions are 
necessary." He too stressed the 
information was not confirmed.

Meanwhile, a Saudi source told 
CNN and Time that bin Laden has 
a water-borne illness, but is still 
alive.

Saudi Arabia's embassy in 
Washington D.C. has issued a 

statment saying: "The Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia has no evidence to 
support recent media reports that 
Osama bin Laden is dead. 
Information that has been 
reported otherwise is purely 
speculative and cannot be 
independently verified."

It's not the first time bin Laden's 
death has been announced. CNN 
terrorism analyst Peter Bergen 
pointed out that rumours of bin 
Laden's death circulate every few 
months.

First successful anti-coup 
protest in Thailand
Amid fears of being arrested for 
breaking the military ban on 
protests and political gatherings, 
over 100 people have protested, 
without any immediate arrests in 
front of Siam Center in downtown 
Bangkok.

Although media reports that no 
arrests have been made, a video 
posted on a blog shows a 
protester being interviewed by a 
foreign reporter, claiming that 7 
protesters have been arrested.

Siam Center is the shopping mall 
directly to the west of Siam 
Paragon. The protest was 
originally supposed to take place 
in front of Siam Paragon.

The protesters wore black to 
symbolize the death of democracy 
and held banners criticizing the 
coup.

Some of the protesters came from 
a group whose website, 
www.19sept.org, was previously 
shut down by the junta for 
breaking martial law because it 
criticized the coup.

Giles Ungphakorn, a political 
scientist from Chulalongkorn 
University, said: "We believe we 
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speak for a significant number of 
Thais who are too worried or too 
afraid to speak.". When 
information was spreading about 
the gathering, earlier that day, 
some were cautioned not to 
attend.

There are contradictions found in 
the two first reports by thai media 
about the protest. The Nation 
claims that nearly 100 people 
protested, while The Bangkok Post 
claims that the number is only 20. 
The Nation claims that police had 
recorded the protest on video, 
while The Bangkok Post claims 
that only Siam Center security 
guards were present.

Due to censorship ordered on thai 
television by the junta, the protest 
was not shown on thai television. 
CNN has shown video footage of 
the protest, however, the thai 
cable company that broadcasts 
CNN within Thailand blocks all 
footage from CNN that talks about 
the coup.

Although protests are banned by 
the junta, as are political 
gatherings of more than 5 people, 
a deputy commander said: "police 
had recorded the protest on video 
and would examine the tape to 
see if protesters had broken 
martial law forbidding an assembly 
of more than five people for 
political purposes." It is unknown 
whether the police or junta will 
later arrest those it has recorded 
breaking martial law on video.

Today in History
622 - Muhammad and his 

followers from Mecca completed 
their Hijra to Medina.

1664 - Anglo-Dutch Wars: The 
Netherlands surrendered to 
England New Amsterdam, a 

fortified settlement in the New 
Netherland colony that would later 

become New York City.
1841 - The Sultan of Brunei 
granted Sarawak to British 
adventurer James Brooke.

1903 - Alfred Deakin became the 
second Prime Minister of Australia, 
succeeding Edmund Barton who 
left office to become a founding 

justice of the High Court of 
Australia.

1988 - Ben Johnson finished the 
100 m sprint at the Seoul 

Olympics in a world record time of 
9.79 seconds, ahead of rivals Carl 
Lewis and Linford Christie, but was 

later disqualified for doping.
September 24 is Independence 
Day in Guinea-Bissau (1973), 
Republic Day in Trinidad and 

Tobago (1976), Heritage Day in 
South Africa.

Quote of the Day
"To act with common sense, 

according to the moment, is the 
best wisdom I know; and the best 

philosophy, to do one's duties, 
take the world as it comes, submit 
respectfully to one's lot, bless the 

goodness that has given us so 
much happiness with it, whatever 
it is, and despise affectation." ~ 

Horace Walpole

Word of the Day
quaquaversal; adj

1. Going off in all directions at 
once.
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