May 2, 2008

Top Stories

Wail of sirens marks
Holocaust Remembrance Day
in Israel

A 2-minute siren wail which began
in Israel at 10 a.m. Thursday
marked the beginning of Yom

Holocaust
Remembrance
Day. Israelis
across the
¥nation paused
their daily
activities for a
moment of
silence in
memory of the six million Jews
murdered by Nazis in the
Holocaust during World War II.
Drivers turned off their vehicles
and stood at attention in the
middle of the road, and
pedestrians stopped and bowed
their heads.

Credit: Joe Goldberg
(cc-by-sa-2.0)

Footage of 7/7 bombers
shown to court
. o IES SEESTmA court in the

=

Credif: Fra London on
(GFDL) July 7, 2005.
The jury were told that the
footage, taken by a CCTV camera,
was taken just nine days before
the bombings.

Sea lions take over dock at
Moss Landing, California
Moss Landing, California, United
States is a small community on
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the shore of Monterey Bay. In
April of 2007, the community
installed a dock for visitors at a
cost of US$800,000. Since then,
the new dock has been taken
over by hundreds of sea lions.

=+ EXCLUSIVEINTERVIEW

Wikinews holds a follow-up
interview with Kevin Baugh,
president of the Republic of
Molossia

In March, Wikinews reporter
Joseph Ford held an exclusive
interview with President Kevin
Baugh of the Republic of
Molossia, a micronation located
near Reno, Nevada. Due to the
interest the article sparked, both
online and off, a follow-up
interview was held this week. In
it, Baugh tells of the history and
culture of his tiny nation, its
relations with other countries,
and much more.

Wikipedia Current Events

The United States Air Force
grounds all T-38C training aircraft
following two fatal accidents
within 8 days.

«Sudanese cameraman Sami
Mohy El Din Muhammed Al Hajj is
released from the Guantanamo
Bay detention camp after more
than six years in captivity.

*The President of the United
States George W. Bush authorises
tougher sanctions on Myanmar
including a freeze on assets held
by Myanmar state owned
companies held in the United
States.
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Cuba announces shift of farm
management to local level

In an effort to boost its troubled
agricultural sector, Cuba
announced a major shift in the
management of the country's
farms, which are to be placed
under the control of over 150 local
delegations rather than the
national government. The move
was announced in Granma, the
official newspaper of the Cuban
Communist Party.

On Thursday, Granma reported
that the management of the farms
has moved from the national
government's Agriculture Ministry
to the municipal level. The
decision-making will now be
handled by 169 new local
delegations. The reform also
involves the elimination of 104
departments which have been
deemed unnecessary.

"The municipal agriculture
delegations — an organizational
process that has just concluded —
will assume the responsibility for
the functioning, development and
control ... of agricultural
production," Granma said. The
move is intended to "stimulate
agricultural production, perfect its
sale and increase the availability of
food and, in this way, substitute
imports."

“It is fundamental to concentrate
efforts on increasing production
and productivity, above all of
food.” —Salvador Valdés Mesa

President Raul Castro, who
succeeded his brother Fidel in
February, has made agriculture
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one of the top priorities for Cuba.
At a meeting with Communist
Party leaders earlier this week,
Raul called food production "a
matter of maximum national
security". In past weeks, Raul has
said he wants to promote the
decentralizing of food production,
which he believes will decrease the
country's dependency on foreign
imports.

Officials estimate that government
mismanagement has resulted in
51 percent of Cuba's arable land
becoming underused or
uncultivated. Also, Cuba imported
$1.7 billion worth of food in 2007,
a humber that is expected to reach
over $2 billion this year.

The announcement came as
hundreds of thousands took to the
streets in Havana for the annual
May Day parade. Raul Castro
attended the parade, but did not
speak, instead choosing to smile
and wave from a podium as
marchers streamed past. The
event lasted only 2 hours, a large
departure from previous years.
Before Raul's presidency, Fidel
Castro's speeches themselves
sometimes lasted close to 2 hours,
and the parades often featured
singing or skits.

Although Raul did not speak at the
parade, Salvador Valdés Mesa,
head of the Cuban Workers
Confederation, used his speech as
an opportunity to promote
economic efficiency and
productivity. "It is fundamental to
concentrate efforts on increasing
production and productivity, above
all of food," he said.

Native Hawaiians blockade
historic palace to restore
"Hawaiian nation"

According to reports, a group of
Hawaiian natives, referring to
themselves as the "Hawaiian
Kingdom Government" under
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leader Mahealani Kahau, entered
the historic 'lolani Palace
Wednesday to allegedly restore
the former self-governing nation,
overthrown over a century ago.

At about 5:30 a.m. Wednesday
morning, an estimated 70
members of the organization
padlocked the eight entrances of
the palace, once the home of the
Hawaiian monarchy, and
peacefully occupied the property
for about eight hours. Several
dozen employees, volunteers and
tourists were prevented from
entering.

The protest ended peacefully by 2
p.m. following negotiations with
the state Department of Land and
Natural Resources. No arrests were
made, though the group vowed to
return in the morning. We will not
resist, we won't fight, we won't be
aggressive. But we'll be back for
sure," Kahau said. "The Hawaiian
Kingdom Government is here and
it doesn't plan to leave. This is a
continuity of the Hawaiian
Kingdom of 1892 to today."

The palace was constructed for
King Kalakaua and later his sister,
Queen Liliuokalani. The monarchy
ended in 1893 and, in 1959,
Hawaii was admitted as the 50th
state.

Wikinews holds a follow-up
interview with Kevin Baugh,
president of the Republic of
Molossia

In March, Wikinews reporter Joseph
Ford held an exclusive interview
with Kevin Baugh, president of the
Republic of Molossia, a micronation
located near Dayton, Nevada. Due
to the interest the article gained,
both online and off, a follow-up
interview was held this week.

Molossia's capital city, Espera, is
situated on little over an acre of
land in Western Nevada, within
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driving distance of Reno. Another
territory, Desert Homestead
Province, is located in Southern
California. Unlike most of today's
micronations, Molossia allows
visitors and has its own economy.
It also has its own time zone and
holidays as well as a few tourist
attractions.

When asked about the culture of
his country Baugh replied,
"Molossian culture is a mix of
several sources. Above all, we
value the lifestyle of the western
U.S., especially as it pertains to
living in a wide-open place such as
we do. Life here is fairly relaxed
and easygoing."

He also said that Molossia and the
United States "generally ignore
each other" and that there haven't
been "any altercations" between
the two, despite claiming each
other's land. He went on to tell us
much more about his tiny nation,
which can be read in the interview
below.

Interview

Wikinews (Joseph Ford): Where is
Molossia located?

President Baugh: Molossia is
located in Western Nevada, about
35 miles southeast of Reno,
Nevada.

WN (Joseph Ford): How large is
Molossia?

President Baugh: The portion of
Molossia in Western Nevada is
about 1.3 acres in size, with
another five acres in our other
province, Desert Homestead, in
Southern California. In both cases,
the terrain is desert, high desert
with sagebrush and pinion trees in
Nevada, and low desert with
creosote and yucca in California.

WN (Joseph Ford): Tell us about
your country's history.
President Baugh: Molossia was
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founded in 1977, when my best
friend James and | saw the movie,
The Mouse that Roared. We were
quite taken by the idea of a tiny
country accomplishing such
amazing and amusing things, and
decided to start our own nation.
James was the King, and | was the
Prime Minister. Time passed and
James moved on, but | stayed with
the idea, and carried it along with
me everywhere | went until we
settled here in Nevada. Having
actual land really made the dream
come alive, and ten years ago |
raised the Molossian flag for the
first time over our sovereign
territory. Since then we have
worked to build a great, albeit tiny,
nation here in the desert. We
founded the Intermicronational
Olympic Games in 2000, a tradition
that has carried on since. We
started the first Intermicronational
Exposition, and also created the
Norton Awards for Excellence in
Micronationalism. That's just a
snap shot of what has been a very
interesting decade.

WN (Joseph Ford): Does Molossia
have its own flag, currency or
national anthem?

President Baugh: Absolutely, what
would a country be without those
things? Our flag has three
horizontal stripes, blue, white and
green (from the top). The blue
stands for the Molossian sky,
almost always blue, the white
stands for the nearby mountains,
white with snow much of the year,
and the green stands for the green
of the desert foliage in the spring.
It flies every day in front of
Government House.

Our currency is the Valora, and
comes in both paper and coin
formats, the latter being poker
chips, instead of traditional coins.
Our national anthem is "Molossia,
Nation in the Desert", with lyrics
written by me and set to the
Albanian national anthem. I'm sure
they don't mind.
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WN (Joseph Ford): What is the
official language of Molossia?
President Baugh: Our official
language is English, but we borrow
from Esperanto sometimes, such
as for the name of our capital,
"Espera" and our money the
Valora. We have no problem
borrowing from other languages,
as well, and we also use the
Deseret Alphabet as an alternate
writing script.

The Molossian Government House
in the capital city of Espera
Image: www.molossia.org.

WN (Joseph Ford): What is the
governmental structure of
Molossia?

President Baugh: Well, officially,
Molossia is a republic, complete
with a constitution. Sadly, things
are in such disarray over the
border from us, that | had no
choice but to suspend the
constitution and declare martial
law. It's unfortunate, but the
security of my nation is
paramount, and the best way to
ensure that is to rule by decree. So
far, no one has complained, and
anyway, I'm a rather benevolent
dictator.

WN (Joseph Ford): Does Molossia
have its own military?

President Baugh: Yes, we do, the
mighty Molossian Navy. Yes, we
have a Navy in the desert. Our
Navy has been involved in several
exploration expeditions during its
three years of existence. We are
quite proud of our Navy.

WN (Joseph Ford): The Molossian
Navy has their own academy,
which is open for all to join online.
Tell us about that.

President Baugh: Indeed, | opened
the Naval Academy several years
ago as the Molossian Military
Academy, taking advantage of my
strong military background. When |
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founded the Molossian Navy, it was
natural to turn the Military
Academy into and Naval Academy.
In the years before and since, the
Academy has produced dozens of
graduates. The Academy is free to
all applicants, and includes lessons
and tests on military leadership,
tactics, seamanship and naval
battles. Once an individual has
taken all four tests successfully, he
or she can purchase a certificate of
completion, and can then purchase
on honorary commission in the
Molossian Navy. We offer honorary
commissions in the rank of
captain, commodore and admiral.

A sample diploma of the Molossian
Naval Academy
Image: www.molossia.org.

WN (Joseph Ford): Tell us about the
Molossian culture.

President Baugh: Well, Molossian
culture is a mix of several sources.
Above all, we value the lifestyle of
the western U.S., especially as it
pertains to living in a wide-open
place such as we do. Life here is
fairly relaxed and easygoing, and
we do most things together as a
nation and as a family. In addition,
we have absorbed elements of
other cultures. The town of
Steinsdorf on the Molossia Railroad
is, of course, German. Our National
Hero, Emperor Norton, comes from
San Francisco. Cookie Dough, our
National Treat, is adopted from the
United Provinces of Utopia, a
micronation with whom we once
associated.

WN (Joseph Ford): How are
Molossia's relations with other
micronations?

President Baugh: We maintain
friendly, informal relations with
just about every micronation. Our
hand is always outstretched in
friendship. With some nations we
are particularly close, such as with
TorHavn and Vikesland, due to the
long and positive relationship that
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we have had. We count ourselves
lucky to have good friends among
many other micronations and
micronationalists, from all over the
world.

WN (Joseph Ford): The land
claimed by Molossia is also claimed
by the United States. How are
relations between your country
and the U.S.? Have there been any
altercations? Or do you generally
leave each other alone?

President Baugh: No, there haven't
been any altercations between
Molossia and the US. We generally
ignore each other. We can't really
live without the US, though, since
they provide a significant amount
of our consumer goods, Molossia
being rather resource-poor. And as
long as we don't do anything
objectionable, they leave us alone.

WN (Joseph Ford): Besides the
League of Small Nations, a nearly
defunct association devoted to the
prosperity of all land-claiming
micronations, does Molossia
belong to any international
organizations?

President Baugh: Actually, no we
don't, although we certainly have
over the years, especially league
of Secessionist States (LoSS),
although we withdrew from that
organization years ago.
Incidentally, the League of Small
nations is in the process of being
resurrected, with an eye toward
increased intermicronational
activities, to possibly include
supporting a charity.

WN (Joseph Ford): Can one become
a citizen of Molossia? Is honorary
citizenship granted?

Presdient Baugh: Well, Molossian
citizenship is only extended to
actual, physical residents of
Molossia, and we are not accepting
any immigrants at this time. There
just isn't room. Honorary
citizenship is indeed granted,
generally to those individuals that
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have performed some special
service to Molossia, and have thus
earned our gratitude.

WN (Joseph Ford): Are Molossians
dual U.S. citizens? Do you pay U.S.
taxes?

Presdient Baugh: Yes, all
Molossians are dual US citizens.
Most Molossians actually work in
the US and live in Molossia, largely
due to our small size and lack of
resources. And no, as a sovereign
nation, we do not pay taxes to the
US. However, we contribute an
equivalent amount to the US in
Foreign Aid, in the hopes that they
will someday fix their roads!

WN (Joseph Ford): Molossia has its
own systems of measurement and
dates. Tell us about them.
President Baugh: Our dates are
based from the year that Molossia
was founded, back in 1977, thus
today is 29 April 2008 XXXI.
Founder's Day, the day Molossia
was founded, was 26 May 1977.
Our measurement system is called
the Kokintz System, named for
Professor Kokintz of Grand
Fenwick. All of the units of
measurement are based of things
unique to Molossia. The basic unit
of length, the Norton, is based on
the length of my hand. The basic
unit of volume, the Simms, is equal
to a can of Diet Pepsi, my favorite
drink. The basic unit of weight, the
Fenwick, is based on a tube of
Cookie Dough, and the basic unit
of temperature, the Zenda, is
based on the height of the First
Lady. We like to keep things
interesting.

WN (Joseph Ford): Molossia also
has its own time zone. Tell us
about it.

President Baugh: Again, to keep
things interesting, we devised our
own time zone, Molossian
Standard Time. It is 39 minutes
ahead of Pacific Standard Time
and 21 minutes behind Mountain
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Standard Time.

WN (Joseph Ford): Can people visit
Molossia?

President Baugh: Yes, absolutely!
We love have tourists visit. We
have thus far had 14 non-family
visit Molossia in the past year, our
first ever arriving in spring 2007
XXX. A visit to Molossia takes
about an hour, during which | take
all visitors on a tour of our country
and tell them about Molossia and
micronations in general. Cookie
dough is served, too, of course,
and | stamp passports. It is very
important, though, that all visitors
contact our government, to
arrange a date and time for the
visit. Please do not show up
unannounced!

WN (Joseph Ford): Are there any
tourist attractions in Molossia?
What can a visitor see and do
while in your nation?

Presdient Baugh: Yes, we do have
a few sights to see. Visitors can
see Republic Square, the Peace
Pole, the micronation direction
sign, Norton Park, the Molossia
Railroad, and the Tower of the
Winds. A visit to Molossia is always
interesting, if for no other reason
than it's "the country just up the
street on the right".

WN (Joseph Ford): Are you
planning on expanding Molossia's
borders in the near future?
President Baugh: We would love to
do so, but | think we are about as
big as we can be right now. Of
course, should our country ever
had a large economic windfall,
then we will certainly expand.

WN (Joseph Ford): Molossia is one
of the world's most serious and
well known micronations. In under
ten years, it has gained the
attention of the media and respect
of thousands. Where do you see
your country in another ten years?
President Baugh: | think the future
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is bright for Molossia. Each day
brings new challenges and new
rewards. | am certain that, with all
we have done over the past 31
years, the best is yet to come!

WN (Joseph Ford): What are your
duties as president? What is it like
to run your own country?
President Baugh: Molossia is a
fairly easygoing place to live and
thus an easy place to run. As
President, | am, of course the
steward of my nation, and my
principle duties involve taking care
of my people and ensuring that
they are fed, healthy and happy.
Literally, actually. Beyond that, my
responsibilities include making
Molossia a positive and interesting
place to live, a task | enjoy
immensely. | love my country, and
| love being the leader of Molossia.

WN (Joseph Ford): There are
thousands reading this right now.
Is there anything else you would
like us to know about your nation?
President Baugh: | would just like
to thank you for this interview, and
thank everyone reading this for
taking the time to read and learn
about Molossia. | am very proud of
my little country and of what we
have accomplished here. | look
forward to only greater things
ahead for Molossia and Molossians,
and the world of small nations.

Demolition to resume at New
York skyscraper damaged by
9/11 after deadly fire
Demolition work is set to resume
at the former Deutsche Bank
Building in New York after work
was halted last August over a fire
that killed two firefighters. The
city's Department of Buildings
lifted an order to cease work
imposed at the time as the
buiding's owners have installed fire
control systems at the condemned
26 storey office block.

The building was seriously
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damaged in the September 11,
2001 attacks as the south tower of
the World Trade Center collapsed,
filling the building with debris,
much of it toxic. In subsequent
years fragmental remains of
hundreds of victims from the
disaster were removed from the
building and regulators had
lengthy debates over how the
tower should be demolished.

After the fire, work immediatly
halted and a grand jury criminal
investigation followed. The fire is
thought to have been triggered by
a cigarette discarded by a worker
on the site, which will ultimatly
home one of five new towers
planned for the area devastated by
the attacks. Of major importance
were polyethylene and plywood
decontamination barriers which
both fueled the blaze and hindered
the movement of firefighters. It is
thought they may have blocked
escape for the two who were killed
by the fire.

The Lower Manhattan
Development Corporation, who
owns the property, says 300
asbestos removal workers are set
to begin shifts of six days per week
are set to clear toxic material
remaining on 19 floors of the
tower. This means the work force
has increased by one hundred.
Decontamination chambers will
now be present accross all floors
instead of merely the ground floor.

Amongst the new safety measures
are fire-proof sheetrock
decontaminaton chambers,
improved safety within the actual
chambers and two fire-rated
interior stairways. The
modifications were made by LVI
Environmental Services with work
commencing in February this year.

The tower at 130 Liberty Street
was originally intended to be gone
by 2005, but the deadline was
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expanded to 2008. The fire means
the work has been delayed a year
with a revised estimated time of
completion being 2009.

Research shows that bats cry
to detect prey

New research has indicated that
bats will 'cry out loud' to detect
their prey. The report, which was
published at PLoS ONE, states that
"source level varied with species,
but all bats emitted intense search
call."

The report also states that bats will
make calls with a lesser intensity
when they are close to the ground.
It says that "at close range there
was a distinct correlation between
distance and source level, such
that the closer a bat was to the
array and therefore also to the
ground, vegetation or buildings
behind the array, the less intense
were its emitted calls."

The authors of the reports also
noted that the bats that fly away
from obstructions did not produce
the loudest calls. This is despite
the fact that they originally
predicted otherwise.

The report also noted other
findings that were different from
the original predictions. It says
that they were surprised that "the
most intense source levels did not
necessarily provide the longest
prey detection ranges."

Wail of sirens marks Holocaust
Remembrance Day in Israel

A 2-minute siren wail which began
in Israel at 10 a.m. Thursday
marked the beginning of Yom
HaShoah, the country's Holocaust
Remembrance Day. Israelis across
the nation paused their daily
activities for a moment of silence
in memory of the six million Jews
murdered by Nazis in the
Holocaust during World War II.
Drivers turned off their vehicles
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and stood at attention in the
middle of the road, and
pedestrians stopped and bowed
their heads. Names of victims were
read aloud in the Knesset, the
legislature of Israel.

Individuals laid wreaths at a
memorial for the Warsaw Ghetto
uprising at Yad Vashem, Israel's
official memorial to Jewish victims
of the Holocaust. National
ceremonies began at Yad Vashem
on Wednesday evening, with the
lighting of a flame by a Holocaust
survivor. In all six torches were lit,
in memory of the six million Jews
who died during the Holocaust.
Approximately 270,000 survivors
of the Holocaust live in Israel
today, 80,000 of whom survived
Nazi death camps.

Entertainment venues, theaters,
and movie cinemas closed shop at
sundown Wednesday. Television
stations and radio programming
focused on memorial of the
Holocaust. Memorial events end at
sunset on Thursday, and will be
followed one week later by the
60th anniversary of the declaration
of independence of Israel in 1948,
known as Yom Ha'atzmaut.

“A leader who plans mass
destruction, together with
weapons of mass destruction.
What would have been left of our
world?”—Shimon Peres

Shimon Peres, Israel's President,
spoke at Yad Vashem, and
compared the potential danger
which Israel says is posed by Iran's
nuclear program, to that faced by
Jews during the Holocaust. "In
history, it is forbidden to be late,"
said Peres, saying that the world
reacted too late to Adolf Hitler and
Nazi Germany. "My heart shudders
when | recall that there was a
possibility that Hitler could acquire
nuclear weapons. A leader who
plans mass destruction, together
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with weapons of mass destruction.
What would have been left of our
world?" asked Peres. Aides later
stated that Peres was referring to
Iran.

Israel's Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
also referred to Iran in his remarks
at Yad Vashem. "You wish to deny
the right of existence of the Jewish
state, and you are wrong to
believe that the Jewish state was
created only due to the Holocaust.
The Holocaust only underscored
the necessity of its creation and
the horrible price that the Jewish
people had to pay for the lack of
existence of a state that can
shelter them," said Olmert. Other
speakers at Yad Vashem
emphasized the importance of the
Israel Defense Forces, Israel's
military forces, to prevent
tragedies such as the Holocaust in
the future.

“We have learned our lesson and
we take very seriously the threats
of state leaders who call for the
destruction of Israel.”

—Gabi Ashkenazi

Lieutenant General Gabi
Ashkenazi, military chief of staff of
Israel, led an annual march of
Jewish youths, Poles and survivors
at Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland, in
a memorial ceremony called The
March of the Living. Auschwitz-
Birkenau operated as a Nazi death
camp during the Holocaust. 12,000
people gathered from 52 countries
to take part in the memorial
ceremony. The largest march took
place in 2005, and former Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon joined
with 20,000 people. "... in these
days, as we celebrate 60 years of
independence, the fact that an
independent Jewish state exists is
not something to be taken for
granted. Even today, we hear the
horrible sounds of those who call
for the destruction of the state of
Israel. Even today we are forced to
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continue and fight for our right to
have a national home in a safe
place for the Jewish people in their
own land. We have learned our
lesson and we take very seriously
the threats of state leaders who
call for the destruction of Israel,"
said Ashkenazi.

Hamas television Thursday
suggested that the Holocaust was
organized by Jews to wipe out the
disabled among their own people
to prepare for the creation of a
Jewish state. "The Israeli Holocaust
- the whole thing was a joke, and
part of the perfect show that
(Zionist leader and future Israeli
prime minister) Ben Gurion put
on," said head of the Palestinian
Centre for Strategic Research Amin
Dabur, according to Jerusalem-
based Palestinian Media Watch.
Dabur said that the "young
energetic and able" went to Israel,
and that those who were disabled
were sent "so there would be a
Holocaust".

Though Iran has said that its
nuclear program is peaceful in
nature, the United States, Israel,
and other countries believe it is
attempting to construct nuclear
weapons. In speeches Iran's
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
has said that the Jewish state
should be destroyed. Ahmadinejad
has called the Holocaust "a myth".
Tehran hosted a revisionist
Holocaust conference in 2006,
which provoked international
criticism. Tel Aviv University
published a study on Monday
saying that acts of anti-Semitism
in 2007 increased by about seven
percent over 2006.

Footage of 7/7 bombers shown
to court

A court in the United Kingdom has
been shown footage of the
bombers that attacked London on
July 7, 2005. The jury were told
that the footage, taken by a CCTV
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camera, was taken just nine days
before the bombings.

The video was shown as part of the
trials of Waheed Ali, Mohammed
Shakil and Sadeer Saleem, who are
charged with conspiracy to cause
an explosion, because of their
alleged involvement in the
preparation of the bombings.

Three of the July 7 bombers,
Mohammed Siddique Khan,
Shezhad Tanweer and Jermaine
Lindsay, were shown in the video,
although the other bomber, Hasib
Hussain, was not seen in the video.
The film was taken from a camera
located at Luton railway station.

The footage, which was shown to
Kingston Crown Court was
described by Teletext as 'chilling."

Last month a video showing
Mohammad Siddique Khan saying
goodbye to his child was shown in
the court. In the video he
explained his reasoning for his
actions. "And I'm doing what I'm
doing for the sake of Islam, not,
you know, it's not for materialistic
or worldly benefits," he said, when
talking to his six month old
daughter.

The defendants in the trial have
previously been accused of helping
to find locations for further
bombings.

The July 7 bombings were a series
of coordinated bombings which
struck London on the morning of
July 7, 2005. 52 people died and
approximately 700 were injured as
a result of the bombings.

When commenting on the
defendants, Neil Flewitt QC
claimed that "it is the case that the
defendants associated with and
shared the beliefs and objectives
of the London bombers."
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An Australian child's
vocabulary: it's "I" before
"we", both before "you"

The Oxford University Press in
Australia has released a list of the
most-used words in a study of
nearly 4,000 writing samples from
children in their first three years of
school. After removing names of
people, places and brands, the top
307 words were published. "I"
topped the list, with "my" in 7th
place and "me" at 33rd. By
comparison, "we" came in 9th,
"he", "they" and "she" were 13th,
16th and 21st respectively, with
"you" at 31st. Family also featured
highly in the top 100, including
"mum" (34th), "dad" (36th),
"brother" (78th) and "sister"
(99th), with "friends" making it to
91st place.

This word list is the first of its kind
to be compiled in Australia in 30
years. The previous list, referred to
as the "Salisbury Word List", was
based on a 1978-79 study
undertaken by the Education
Department of South Australia and
comprised 2,000 words. A research
paper, released in conjunction with
the Oxford list, looked into
similarities and differences of the
words used between children of
different generation (based on
comparisons with the Salisbury
list), gender, ethnic background,
socio-economic status, and area of
residence (i.e. urban or rural). The
paper found a drop in the level of
formality of children's writing when
compared to the previous list, with
words such as "mother", "father",
"Mr" and "Mrs" falling out of
favour, while the less formal
"mum" and "dad" retained their
popularity.

The study also found that the
children tended to share a
common core vocabulary, evident
particularly in the top 100 words
which varied little according to the
various factors, but that
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differences often highlighted
similar differences in cultures. For
example, children of a non-English
speaking background were more
likely to write about less active
past-times (such as "movie",
"garden" and "computer") and
family activities (using words such
as "family", "ate" and derivatives
of "cousin") than their
counterparts, who did not use
"cousin" or "family" in their top
100 words, and referred to more
active pursuits as "soccer" and
"swimming".

While comparisons were made
between child vocabularies of
other nations, particularly the
United Kingdom, the researchers
pointed out issues in doing so due
to the different methodologies
involved. According to the
researchers, "[t]he Oxford Wordlist
[...] has been presented as a
resource freely available to all
Australian educators”.

Sea lions take over dock at
Moss Landing, California

Moss Landing, California, United
States is a small community on the
shore of Monterey Bay. In April of
2007, the community installed a
dock for visitors at a cost of
US$800,000. Since then, the new
dock has been taken over by
hundreds of sea lions.

Harbor officials estimate there are
more than 400 of them on the
dock. The gangway, which leads to
the dock, is closed. A sign reads:
"Do not approach. Vicious Sea
Lions."

Boaters and kayakers cannot use
the new dock. Wikinews observed
kayakers trying to paddle as far
away as possible from the dock
and its new residents.

Quite a few tourists were seen
stopping to take pictures of the
new Moss Landing attraction.

If you would like to write, publish or edit articles, visit www.wikinews.org
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Harbor officials have tried to make
the sea lions leave, but the sea
lions seem to like it there. They
can be seen fighting and playing
all around the dock in the harbor.

Sea lions in California are
protected under the U.S. Marine
Mammal Protection Act. They are
generally found in shallow waters
of coastal areas of both with
abundant food resources.

Visitors might also find sea otters
at Moss Landing, as Wikinews did.
Sea otters are more rare and much
harder to find in the wild than sea
lions. While the recovery of the sea
otter is considered an important
success in marine conservation, it
remains an endangered species.
The otter is also considered to be a
keystone species.

Parallels could be drawn between
Moss Landing and the docks at Pier
39 in San Francisco, which were
famously taken over by sea lions in
1990 and has become a familiar
tourist attraction. It remains to be
seen if sea lions become a
permanent part of Moss Landing.

Wikipedia Current Events

The United States Federal
Reserve System auctions off
$24.12 billion in Treasury
securities to help relieve the
subprime mortgage crisis.

‘The President of the United
States George W. Bush calls on
the United States Congress to
approve a $US700 million food
aid package to help relieve the
2007-2008 world food price crisis.

News anchor Barbara Walters
admits to having affair with US
Senator Edward Brooke.

*Sir Anthony Mamo, who was the
first President of the Republic of
Malta and the world's oldest
former head of state, dies.

Wikinews

Wikipedia Current Events

‘Eight people are killed and at
least 20 injured after a bus
carrying North American and
European tourists crashes on the
Sinai peninsula in Egypt.

«In Australia, a collision between a
fishing boat and a runabout on
Sydney Harbour kills five people.

«Voters in England and Wales go
to the polls for the United
Kingdom local elections, 2008.

-Aden Hashi Farah "Eyrow", a
leader of Al-Shabaab in Somalia,
is reported as being killed in a
U.S. airstrike.

*The London Agreement on
translation of European patents,
concluded in 2000, enters into
force in 13 of the 34 Contracting
States to the European Patent
Convention.

Today in History
1670 - A Royal Charter granted the
Hudson's Bay Company a
monopoly in the fur trade in
Rupert's Land.

1808 - Beginning of the Peninsular
War: The people of Madrid rebelled
against French occupation of the
city.

1829 - Captain Charles Fremantle
of the Royal Navy established the
Swan River Colony, the first British
settlement on the west coast of
Australia.

1945 - World War Il: General
Helmuth Weidling, commander of
the German troops in Berlin,
surrendered the city to Soviet
forces led by General Georgy
Zhukov, ending the Battle of
Berlin.

1982 - HMS Conqueror launched
three torpedoes and sank ARA
General Belgrano during the
Falklands War.

1986 - Henri Toivonen died while
leading the Tour de Corse rally,
resulting in FISA, the sport
governing body for motor racing
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events, banning the powerful and

popular Group B rally cars for the
following season.

May 02 is Teachers' Day in Iran;
Flag Day in Poland

Quote of the Day
Philosophy can bake no
bread; but she can procure for us
God, Freedom, Immortality.
~ Novalis

Word of the Day
derisive adj
1. Expressing or characterized
by derision; mocking;
ridiculing.
2. Deserving or provoking
derision or ridicule.
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